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ound rise up through the horizontal plain, as
at I y, Chatteris, Whittlesey, aud March. It is
generally understood, also, that while the fat
grazing aud corn lands bovdering the shore for
several miles inland are salt marshes, reclaimed
by embankments from the warp-laden tides of
the Wash, the black, vegetable soil of the in-
terior and laiger portion of the Level hus been
obtaned from the druinage and tillage of deep
peut musses and shallow lakes once existing as
a woudland country. But recent excavations
for lowering the great network of cuts which
carry off the downfall waters and convey the
high land floods to sea have explored more
deeply the structure of the Fen alluvials, and
from & mass of sectivus aud data collected with
sview to future publication, I can sitate in a
fow words the muin facts by which the Fens in-
terlace archieology with geology. In the Sax-
‘on and Norman ages (according to the monkish
chronicles) meres and pools alternated with im-
mense bogs, and wrfmoors with grazing and
hay grounds, while some portions were clad
with moisture-loving trees, and vert afforested
by Royalty. TFor though the entire plain would
be plun zed several feet deep under water were
ithe present valve-door sluives removed, the
state of the region before the invention of
sluices was not necessaily one of continual de-
luge: the peat being inflated with water like a
sponge, its surface was elevated many feet above
its modern level.  Sull fuither back we find, in
the Roman era, the Great Level bhad already
hecome @ fen, though some localities may have
borne timber for the axes of the busy legions.
A Remun crossing the entire breadith of the
g?en country, from Downham in Norfolk to
ch\ltlesey and Peterborough, consists of a gra-
g'e) causeway, three feet in thickness and 40 to
0 feet in breadth, with a foundation (n place)
of oak timber and ragstone, resting upon the

;peat, which has become partially solidified by
b weight. At some remote date the Great
hlmost everywhere under the peaty soil—the
Hoots of the trees generally standing as they
dricts lying m & certain direction, as if hurled
sown by some common catastrophe of storm or
fuundation. !
tocalities oaks and firs attainea a size and alti-
Bude now, perhaps, unknown in England, while
ldais, birches, willows, and sallows prevailed ;
Khe wild boar devoured roots and mast in the
fon, us well as the red deer and stag, herded on
be grassy glades, and the beaver colonized up-
grom the low level of the clayey surface upon
Fhich the woodland flourished (such that, were
gould be drowned by salt water 10ft. to 20ft.
Rdepth) itis clear that a subsidence of the

‘Level was a furest. Prostrate timber is found

ew, the trunks broken off, and in some dis-
; The rvemains testify that in some
B other places only a more aquatic growth of
feesses of the thick woods ; the aurochs or bi-
b the shady margin of streams and pouls.
lie cluy now bared of its peaty covering, it
jountry has occurred since the growth of the
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timber, This must have been long before the
time of the Romans; for the marine alluvium
occupying the ¢ Marsh”’ distriets betweun the
true (or peaty) *Fen” and the coast, and in
places 20ft. in thickness, rests upon the peat
with its embedded timber and hones of unimals,
und Roman remains exist upon theé surface of .
the alluvium, The peat, forming a subterran-
ean forest” underncath the warp land of the
marshes near Lyun, appears as a ¢ submarine
forest,” in the Ouse estuary seaward of Lynn.
Again the surface peat of Bast Fen (north of
Bostou) enters under the marsh ailavium, and
crops out on the shore. The submarine forest
visible at low tide, appears for many miles along
the Noith Lincolushire coust, and, 60 years ago,
extended a mile out to the sea. Much ground
bag there been eaten away by the waves within
the historie period, and it is evident that the
ruined forest with its thick covering of tidal
warp once extended far out into what is now
the German Ocean  That this marine alluvium,
or *old marsh’” land, had been deposited be-
fore the Roman age is demonstrable. Two cen-
turies ago the outermost sea barrier was what is
called the **Old Roman Bank.” A document
of the reign of Henry II. speaks of this immense
engineermyg work as ‘“the Old Sea Bank.” 1t
i3 certain from the low level of the land that
the many towns and villages contiguous 1o the
bank conld not have existed hefore 1t had bar-
red out the ocean : and most of them are nam-
ed in Domesdzy Book as having existed (many
with their salt pans) in the days of Edward the
Confessor. Wisbeach could not bave been out
of the salt water had there been no embank-
ments ; yet Wisbeach and its river embouch-
ure are distinctly spoken of in a Saxon charter
of A.D. 664 Still further, some of the towns
guarded by shis bank have Roman names and
Roman remains; the embankment communi-
cates With several undoubted Roman sites, and
while many Roman relics are discovered on the
iuland side, none have ever heen found on
the seaside of the hauk. The level of the cour-
try and the position of the bank show that no
subsidence has occurred since the Roman age;
while the fact of the bank standing upon the
thick stratum of marine warp which overlies the
peat forest confirms the inference from the Ro-
man road, that the subsidence and flooding of
the woodland terrain happened long before the
Romans visited the scene. DBut the forest had
been peopled by the aborigmes. Occasionally
the buried timler is met with, bearing marks of
human labour, and stone celts have been met
with near the trees. In Downham Fen were
found under the peat, and resting upon the sub-
jacent clay, pieces of woud, piled for making a
fire, with the embers still left in the centre. In
Deeping Fen was exhumed s canoe 46 feet in
length and nearly 6 feet in widih, hollowed
oat of a single log; itlay below the pest
and above the clay. resting upon cross tim-
bers, which had been broken by its weight.—



