
"Gone ! where-into the village ? " lor, sir! dont take on so, ther&s a dear

Oh, deary me! I knows nothing about it; shu gentleman. I cant rightly tel you, sir, neyer

never spoke to me. How could I tell but what baving seco the young man before; but he was

she'd left by y our orders? bagng about hure the evenig you left, and talk-

"What do you mean? Ias Mrs. Hamilton ing witb your lady in the field, and he fetcbed

left Fretterley? awayber box with bis own 'soda, yesterday

" Yes, sir - I suppose se'. I haven't seen eorning, as I watcbud 'in from the kitcben-

notl ing of her since yesterday morning." windur. A country-looking young man he waa,
"Impossible !-without leaving a note or any but not ill-favored; and, as cbey walked off to-

splanation? gter, I sehlm kiss theistressa cheek, tbat I

"I don't know if you'll find a diote among did, if my tongue was to bu cnt out, for saying so,

er things, sir! they're just as she left 'em; I the very nuxt minute."

aen't touched nothing; I knows my place bet- "There-there! that will do; go to your

er; and I'd rather you'd find out the truth for work, and bold your tongue, if sncb a thing la

yourself, though I bas my suspizzions, of course, possible to you. You wil remain on bure, snd,

hieh we're all liable to, rich and poor alike. when I bave decided wvat is to bu donc with

But I haven't worried neither, knowing theres tbese thingaIwill lut you know."

»o call to fear but what my wages will be al And so sayingErie Keir strides froathe

ýght with an honorable gentleman like your-house again, mounts bis borse, and retalees bis

way to Oxford.

He makes no effgrt to restrain ber cackle, but "A young man, conney-looking but not ill-

(sses through the door she bas thrown open in favored; somu one of the frienda from wbom ho

ilence, and enters the deserted sitting-room. Ie bas aienated ber, purbaps. Certainly a pers6n

oes not know if he is awake or asleep; he feels of ber owo clasa, and to whom she returna in

s if he were moving in a dream.,preferencu to binself.

Gone! Left him! without the intention of "Iow couId ha ba-e evur been sucb a fool as

turning! It is impossible; she must mean to to suppose that a woman takun from ber station

me back again; she is playing a foolish trick,in life, accustomud to, and probably fiattured by,

0hopes of frightening him into compliance witb thu attentions of clodboppers snd tradesmen,

hat wbich she bas so often asked, and e refused. could appreciate the olceties of sncb a aacred

-ut neither in bed nor sitting-room can Erie Keir thing as bonor, or the affection of aulevated and

&s"over tbe least indication hat Myrars absence Intell!ctual mdnd?
to bu a tumporary onu; nor a written hu of Sobugaeys,nt n cn'is fir t freozy of wratli and

reatening or fareweil. On thueontrary, she jealousy and hame, but so dongumn e but entirly

s takun ail tha simplest articles of ber attire believe. Tb old woman's gossip bas left a mis-

th ber, aod left bbind, struwed on thefloor einwrable doubt to rankle in bis eart; but bas ot

oud ougleet, tbe richur thinga with wbicbbue accomplishd Ihu death of bis trust 1ktbe girl
s provided ber. Weary and utterly st a loswiho bas lef hm, and wbom, toug bhe bas ceasd

account for this fruak on the part of one who love, eebu fuels bound to suarcb after, and succor

as appeared so enlruly devosed to bimslf, Eric- ad proteet. Hie makes ail the investigations
turns to thu lowur room, and summons old that are possible witout beutraying bis secret to

argaret to bis sidu. the world; but private inquires and carefully-

"I cao find notblng to accouot for Mrs. worded nuwspaper adertisments prove anik

amilton's departuru. Wbat do you meao by futile, and fro a the day on whicb she fed from
avîng yonr'suspicions ?"Iuloquires, in a dutur- Frutterley thu fate of Myra to Erie Kuir ka.wrappd

î ined voice. in dark uncertainty,
"WeU, sir-duary mu! don't take offense at

bat I say; buAstrutoiritrutbeandsmour lady
idh't loavu this bouse alone, as my ow oyes u C h n
itwats to.oOxf

His face flubhes, and as bu puts the oext quas- Tais abrupt anod mysterlous trmination to a

tion bu shadus it witbbis band.Iovufdream owic b head once slivf d to e

IlWhom did shulavu it witbl, tbnh? Speak hu eky-stone of bis life bas a grat affect upon

ont, woman, and dont kup mu waiting bure for- thebodily nd mental belth of Erie Keir. R

uvr!ibcomus morose, absorbd, and mlatcboly; re-
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