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260 BATTLE OF RIDGEWAY.

few men—about four hundred—and supposing that he had commenced
a retreat, advanced rapidly in pursuit. When they got close enough,
he gave them a voiley, and then charged them, driving them nearly
three miles, through the town of Ridgeway. In their hasty retreat
they threw away knapsacks, guns, and everything that was likely to
retard their speed. and left some ten or twelve killed and twenty-five
or thirty wounded, with twelve prisoners, in his hands. Amongst the
killed was Lieut. McEachern, and amongst the wounded Lieut. Ruth,
both of the ¢ Queen’s Own.”” The pursuit was given up about a mile
beyond Ridgeway.

Although he had met and defeated the enemy, yet his position was
still a very critical one. The reputed strength of the enemy engaged
in the fight was fourtcen hundred, composed of the ‘‘ Queen’s Own,”
the 13th Hamilton Battalion, and other troops. A regiment which had
left Port Colburne was said to be on the road to reinforce them. He
aiso knew that the column from Chippewa would hear of the fight, and
in all probability move up in his rear.

Thus. situated, and not knowing what was going on elsewhere, he
decided that his best policy was to return to Fort Erie, and ascertain if
crossings had been made at other points, and if s0, he was willing to
sacrifice himself and lhis noble little command, for the sake of leaving
the way open, as he felt satisfied that a large proportion of the enemy’s
forces had been concentrated against him.

He collocted a few of his own wounded, and put them in wagons,
and for want of transportation had to leave six others in charge of the
citizens, who promised to look after them and bury the dead of both
sides. He then divided his command, and sent one half, under Col
Starr, down the railroad, to destroy it and burn the bridges, and with
the other half took the pike road leading to Fort Erie. Col. Starr got
to the old Fort about the same time that he himself did to the village
of Fort Erie, 4 o'clock P. M. He (Starr) left the men there under the
command of Lieut. Col. Spaulding, and joined O’Neill in a skirmish
with a company of the Welland Battery, which had arrived there from
Port Colborne in the morning, and which picked up a few of the men
who bad straggled from the command the day betore. They had those
men prisoners on board the steamer ¢ Robb.”’ The skirmish lasted
ahout fifteen minutes, the enemy firing from the houses. Three or four
were killed, and some eight or ten wounded, on each side.

It was here that Lieut. Col. Bailey was wounded, while gallantly
leading the advance on this side of the town. Here forty-five of the
enemy were taken prisoners, among them Capt. King, who was




