49th  YEAR, No. 20492 Cold.

TOMORROW’S WERATHER:

eY

LAST EDITION

LONDON, ONTARIO, WEDNESDAY, JANUARY

Sun Ris2s Tomorrow, 7:52,
Sun Sets Tomorrow, 4:50.

3, 191 . TEN PAGES.

e m— ——

PRICE TWO CENTS.

| Brigade From City Conquers Fierce Fire at London

Hospital for Insane

i s

FLAMES SWEEP THA
BUT ARE

GKED AT GONNE
ERE FIRE FlGHTE

Chief Aitken and Men From London Stations Op-
erate Deluge Set With Remarkable Results---
Only for Their Co-operation the Whole
Building Was Doomed.

FOUR PATIENTS ESCAPE, BUT
ARE DRAWN BACK BY SPECTACLE

Order Preserved Speaks Well for the Discipline at Institution
—Loss Will Reach $20,000—Showers of Sparks Thrown
Upon Main Building, But There Was No External

Material for Ignition.

THE FIRE,

Location — Kitchen, Bake Shops, Ballroom Theatre of
Hospital for Insane.

Time —10:20 p. m. Duration of Fire—Five Hours.
Loss —Estimated, $20,000. Iosurance —None.
Patients Endangered—700. Cause —Unknown.

|

A fire of appalling possibilities raged for two hours and forty
minutes in the rear portion of the London Hospital for the Insane
last night and this morning, and the work of the London fire ori-
gade is credited with having saved the entire main building and
its adjoining sections from complete destruction. An estimated
loss of $20,000 is covered on a provincial system of insurance. ¥

BUILDINGS SEEMED DOOMED.

The alarm struck fear to the hearts of many citizens, and,
afoot, through fields, in automobiles, in hacks and in street cars,
hundreds made for the scene, attracted by the great torch that
flared inta the eastern sky and seemed to proclaim that the hos-
pital was doomed:

They found that the famous ballroom of the building was the
section from which the smoke and steam and fire boiled up, and
to them it seemed that the small building that serves ag a link
between the rear section and the main building, was the crucial
point of the whole fight.

AIR° THICK WITH EMBERS.

Up to the first wall of this little fortress the flames raged, and
from this point the firemen fought as from a barricade. Smoke
swept into the corridors of the main building, and cinders and
heavy sec jons of rafters were blown by a heavy wind from the
northwes jover the roofs of the adjoining buildings, Water seemed
o heig) #n the flames in the woodwork, for all outdoors was the

pell.ng draught, but even then the surging waves did-not cross

ugh or over or along the sides of the little building whose

ty meant everything.

SLATE ROOFS FOR SAFETY.
The storm of cinders fell upon slate roofs, and although the
ames seemed at times to lick the sills of the big structure, there
was no fire food within reach, and the men of the twa brigades
held the breach—meaning that tunnel-like passageway which was
the vantage point, for the defenders at least, in the whole battle.
PATIENTS AROUSED.

After the big asylum whistle had shrieked out a warning, Miss
Evelyn Bray, the matron, aroused the patients. Miss Bray had
been notified of the fire by Miss Doyle, a nurse, who saw flames
coming from the roof of the ballroom while returning from the
north to the main building. From their windows many
of the patients could see the flames spurting from the northeast
corner of the bakeshop. The calmest persons would have become
excited, and considering the condition of the inmates, there was
but slight confusion. There was quite ag much excitement on the
west side of the building, where the men were confined, as on the
east side, where the quarters of the women are located. Most of
the patiehts dre.sed themselves, but some, poth men and women,
were panic—stricken, and there was trouble in subduing several of
them.

FOUR PATIENTS ESCAPE.

They were hurried downstairs in the orderly rank followed
whenever it is necessary to bring them out together. In the main
hall there was not much noise, and although four patients man-
aged to escape, they apparently thought more of seeing the fire

“than of securing their liberty on such a night, and were soon back
in quarters. They had wandered through the grounds toward
Dundas street, and then had been attracted back by the reflection.
As the fire progressed, many of them rendered aid in the engine-
room and at other points. / :

Continued on

Page Ten,

EFFECTIVE WORK ATFIRE
BY BRIGADE OF HOSPITAL

Put Up Fine Fight Until the
Arrival of the Apparatus
From London.

The activity of the fire brigade of

ving water on the flames. The bri-
| in Engineer
| Ross, with Mr. Carpenter as his
sistant, and several
from the hydrants,
in the engine house were started.
excellent pressure was maintained,
A new fire-fighting plant to be oper-
ated by hydro power has just been in-
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gade was commangd of
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while the pumps
An

were

" the Hospital for the Insane counted for

* a great deal in the early stages of the

fire last night. stalled, but will not be in operation for

The fire whistle sounded at exactly | a few weeks yvet. As it has a capaeily

', 10:20 last night, and in a few minutes'of 1,600 gallons rer minute -at high
‘he asylum brigade, with its reels, was ‘(Continued on Page Ten.)
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EXTINGUISHERS
~OUT OF ORDER

Inspectors Find That Not One
in a Dozen. 1s Fit for
Service.

CHEMICALS ARE STALE

One Attendant Fe!ll Thirty Feet While
at Work on the Amusement
Hall.

An inspection of the
tinguishers located in
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pital for the Insane, conducted today
by the officials from Toronto, revealed
a rather peculiar state of affairs.
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with much effect, and for a time it was
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trol. Suddenly, however, the flames
burst through the roof, and from that
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Falls Thirty Feet. i3
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WOULD SMASH ENGINE

Firemen Propped Wall and Pre-|
vented it From Demolishing |
Boiler House.
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was badly
without broken bones. The
were worn out from their
| tions before the conflagration was well
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FORGED NOTES.
Wasghington, Jan. 31—Comptroller of the
Currency Murray today announced
| the forged notes which caused
ures of the Albion National y
Albion, Mich., amounted to $144,0 The
| notes, according to the announcement by
the comptroller, were placed in the
bank by its cashier.
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As the Asylum Ball Room Now Appears.
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i Photo by Henry, for The Advertiser.

A staff of men, composed of attendants and harmless inmates,
placed at work cleaning up the ruins at the Hospital for the
| early as possible this morning. The firemen remained at work, however, and
as the wreckage was cleared away the blaze was effectually extinguished.
Fire Chief Aitken is shown on the right of the group of three men. The
man in the centre is D. M. Medcalfe, of Toronto, mechanical inspecter for
the department of public works, cne of the three experts sent up this morn-
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TOMORROW—COLD.
Forecasts.
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Temperatures.
The faollowing were the highest
lowest temperatures during the 24 |
previous to 8 e’clock this morning:

Stations. F.ow. Weather
Vietoria Cloudy
Calgary Cloudy
Winnipeg Clear
Port Arthur Clear
Parry Sound.... Cloudy
Toronto Clear
Ottawa Fair
Montreal 16 Clear
Quebec 10 Cloudy

Minus (—) means below zero

Weather Notes.

Cold weather prevails generally, the
temperatures remaining very low over the
greater portion of the Western Provinees,
also over Lake Superior,

.- Heavy local snow has fallen in the
Georgian Bay distriet, while light snow
has occurred in Quebec.
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BRAVE AND CALM,
FACES THE WORLD

Mrs. Pankl—l;;;;_ Relates the
Struggles of Recent Years
for the Ballot.

A MAGNETIC SPEAKER

Simple Narrative Style Without Frills
and Her Glorious Message Won
Approval.

The lecture given by Mrs. Emeline
Pankhurst last in Wesley Hall
was a masterly explanation of the mili-
tant suffragist movement. There was
a large-audience, the majority of its
members being women, although the
men were out in goodly numbers.
Those who came to scoff, if any they
were, remained to praise its leader,
and to see in a new light the methods
adopted to force upon the men of Eng-
land a conviction
| women’'s cause.

Mrs, Pankhurst
Her command

direct,

night

of the justice of the
is truly' an
an audience is in a
simple appeal, and she presents
{her case clearly, concisely and logical-
H_\'. There are mannerisms in her
|style, or theatrical notes in her speech,
|but she holds and stimulates her audi-
jence, Her matter was epigrammatical,
iand the language purest English.

She reviewed the movement from its
inception. The matter was treated his-
torically, and the reasons for certain
phases of it explained. Later she dealt
with-militancy, and declared that wo-
men were forced to do things that were
| considered in some quarters as unwo-
imanly and wrong. Mrs:. Pankhurst
redicted a speedy victory for the

1se, and informed her audience that
women did not shortly get the
t, they would know the reason
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MRS. EMELINE PANKHURST,

Head of Woman Suffrage, From Latest

Photograph, Given by Her to The

Richard Whiting presided,
introduced Mrs. Pankhurst,
Not a New Movement.

been asked to describe
tonight, and that s mj
stated. “I will deal witl
historically, and will show you that
for women movement is not
FFor years, nearly half &
century, women agitated the bhal-
lot, but they did it patiently, quietly,
, with the result that as

i«-(»mpii:\i\m]_

| “We are the practical politicians
{the movement. The term nilitant
i been applied to The term
lof our choosing, but imposed upon us
the outside. It is not th worst
word that could be chosen for We
have felt honored by the application of
a term used in
£00d movements,
called suffragettes.
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|
iYoung Couple Near Brockville Drowns
? ed Returning From Choir
| Practice.
{Canadian Press.]
Brockville, Jan. 3
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| TWO VACANCIES ON
BOARD OF HEALTH
Mr. John Graham and Dr. W.
venscn Are the Retiring
Membhers.

J. Ste-

Two appointments are to be made by
to the board of health. Mr.
John Graham and . W. J. Stevenson
are the retiring members. Graham
has that not care
for the position again, and his requesf
will probably be granted.He has served
some years. Dr. Stevenson will not be
appointed by the present council, it ig
stated. He has been a member of the
board for many years.

It is not known who the mew mems-
bers will be. The names of Wiliam
Wright, Jared Vining, F. 1. Perrin and
others being mentioned. 5
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