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CHAPTER VIIIL

“Oh, thank you! Thank you!” he
suid, gratefully, as he took it from h_er,
and placed it on his finger.

“You should have kept it until a re-
ward was offered, Claire,” said Mrs.
Lexton, laughingly.

“Had you not better put it into your
pocket; you may lose it again?’ said
Claire, gravely.

He put it in his pocket at once. If
ghe had said, “Had you mnot Dbetter
hang it round your neck by a string?”
he would have obeyed.

“If we rebuild the interior we must

take care of these panels,” he said, in-
dicating the oak that covered the
walls. “They could be put up again
just as they dre, for they are in capi-
tal condition; at least, nearly all of
them. Some of them are rather
shaky.” He went round the room tap-
ping the dark, worm-eaten oak. ““They
did their work thoroughly in those
days,” he said; “they are as firm as
the -day they were put up.”
/ As he spoke he struck one of the
panels with the soft side of his closed
hand, and, as if in mockery of his as-
sertion, a panel just above his head
sprang loose and hung by a nail on
the wall. :

Mrs. Lexton laughed.

*You were too flattering, Mr.
‘"Wayre,” she said. “They did not
bufld as strongly——" She stopped in
mid-sentence. “Why, what is that
béhind the panel?” she asked, timidly.

Claire and Gerald had already seen
it It was 4 portrait of a lady.

“That is strange!” he said.

toris?”

“No,” said Clafre, not taking her
Byes from the picture.

It was the portrait of a young wom-

an, the face one of extreme beauty, but !
of.a type unlike that of the family

pictures in the hall.

Gerald got a chair, and wiped the‘

dust from the painting.
“One can see it better now,” he said,
voice

and, unconsciously, his grew

lower. “It is a very beautiful face.

Do you know who it 1s, Miss Sartoris?”’ |
Claire shook her head. She seemed

unable to withdraw her eyes from the
picture.
“No. I do not think it is a Whar-

kon. It is not like any of them.”

“Y wonder why it was hidden in this

Way?’ Mrs. Lexton said, in almost an
Bwed voice.
this

Wwith the mysterious in room,

Claire.”
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“Did i
vou- not know it was there, Miss Sar-|

5 iucularly inviting to Gerald, who was

“We seem fated to meet

o

1 “Itis mot am old painting,” said
Gerald, who -had been examining it,
“though" it"is painted in the Georgian
manner. There is something Joshua
Reynolds ‘about it.” ;

He tm_xéhed the canvas reverentially
with his forefinger.

“I know nothing of it,” said Claire.

“Who used this room?" asked Ger-
ald.

“Lord Wharton, if any one,” she re-
plied. “The rooms - adjoining this—
the modern rooms, I mean—were
sometimes used by him.”

“Do you think he covered it up?”
asked Mrs. Lexton, in a low voice.

“The hand that placed that panel
ovex; it was not the hand of a profes-
sional cagpenter,” said -Gerald, ab-
sently, as he stood. looking at the por-
trait.

“You are inte;‘ested “in
Wayre?” said Mrs. Lexton.

He started slightly.

“Yes, naturally,” he

it, Mr.

said. “It 1is
It is well
painted, and it is a pity it has been
neglected. ’ihere are mold spots—
you see? ‘It ought to be carefully
cleaned.”

“I will send it to London,”
Claire. .

“It is not necessary to do that, if
you will intrust it to me, Miss Sar-
toris,” he said.

“Thank.you," she said, simply.

“We may find out something about
it, Claire,” remarked Mrs. Lexton.

Claire looked down silently, and
Gerald understood her feelings in an
instant.

“Lord Wharton would like his see-
; ret kept—if it was his,” he said. “We
| could replace the picture as we found
! i{t—if you wished, Miss Sartoris,” he
added, as he took the picture from its
place, and stood it with its face to the
{ wall.

Claire had moved to the window.
“Yes; tea is ready,” she said. “Let
Eus go down. ‘There is the key, Mr.

rather a mysterious find.

said

| Wayre.”
! She handed him the key quite na-
'turally. and Gerald's face flushed at
this fresh proof of her calm confid-
ence.

The servants had set'the tea on a
‘table”imder a tree, and it looked par-

beginning to discover that* he
hungry.

“I must wash my hands,” he said.
“No, thank you, I won't go into the
house; there is a pump in the stable.”

Mrs. Lexton looked after him with
an approving smile. X

“I think you have discovered a
treasure, Claire,” she said, in her kind
fashion. |

Clalre looked into the teapot before
answering.

“Yes? - Mr. Sapley does not tmnk
80,” she said.

- *T daresay not,” said Mrs. Lexton.
“Mr. Sapley did not find him! How I

was

Y

Claire. And how h&nuomo !u is!™
“Mr. Sapléy?
Mrs. Lexton laughed.

hnisonlya hﬂ;d-tmmt, and
you ‘are his employer; but I must say

do dislike the look of that old man, |

You are quite right to be. Of course, ,‘:

‘that he never for c"m,omm seems %o |-

51506 S m at tHe m
and round -about him, with his &
ness quite plainly portrlnd“h

2, " -

ago that ; ‘should N -jltm. h-'!

there s al ‘gond hnpfst ucm"

“You are stuy'lng-nt t!;e .I-hwm!"
sald Claire. 3 3

"Yes.’ he said; "thoym ebmto!'t-
able diggings, thée captain is a re-
_markably -0ld ‘man, and the
cooking is ,sn mouble surprise;
while Miss Lucy-makes a-model wait-
ing maid, and is attention ifself. +I
bave fallen in clover.” :

Claire glanced at him, then looked
straight before her thoughtfully. He
had spoken Lucy’s name quite natur-
ally, and without the least hesitation.
Why had the girl blushed and been Bo
confused when she referred to Her
lodger?

“There are some very h\terest{ng
characters among the fisherfolk ‘in
Regna,” Gerald went on. “I fancy an
author would find them worth study-
ing. Oh, by the way, speaking wof
characters, I have just seen an extre-
mely interesting old lady. She came
out of a tiny cottage round there. She
wu3 in charge of a little girl, and th:oy
were sitting in the garden, like two
figures out of an Academy picture. A
most delightful old lady, with® snow-
white hair and a shrewd old face!”

“You must mean Mrs.. Burdon—
Nurse Burdon, as she is always call-
ed.”

“Yes,” he said.
vant, T suppose.”

“Yes,” said Claire.
Wharton's nurse.”

“She is an old ‘ser-

“She was Lord
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1 Is it made of the best bris~
tles the world produces?

2 Are the - bristles serrated
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curve to fit against all your :
teeth, and to reach the crevices
between?
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4 Will it keep germs, tartar,
.food debris, and other un-
clean substances off your teeth?:

5 Isit -ftilly guaranteed? ;
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»;l‘ooth'Brush ::r‘mmthm
oty N $ie hans

-Myun

‘egbéy. one, she always remembers me.
Her mind wanders " sometimes; she.

:mhdm:oﬁdiyw’"l"" :
”'!‘hla must be one of her bad days,”

qﬂd Gerald, half-absently.
“Why?” asked Claire. -
“Oh » He hesitated a moment.

.| then he replied, with a smile. “She ad-
dressed me as ‘my lord,” when she saw |

me, and asked after ‘her ladyship.’ It
is the first time I have been mistaken

was rather astomished.”

* Claire smiled.

“That is strange,” she said.
| “Yes, very strange,” he said. :

“I meant that she should have con-
ferred a nobility upon you . She does
not often make mistakes of that kind.
I wonder from whom she mistook
you.”

Gerald shook his head. .

“I may bear some slight—very slight
~resemblance to some nobleman in
the locality,” he suggested.

Claire thought for a moment.

“There is only Lord Chester;”
said, “and he is an old man.”

“Should you like to be'a peer, Mr.
Wayre?’ asked Mrs. Lexton, in her
soft voice.

“I would rather be Gerald Wayre,
the architect of the new wing at Court
Régna,” he said.

(To be continued.)
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A Christmas Present worth
while: Thompson’s Chain-Refer-
ence Bible, used by the greatest
Bible scholars, yet simple enough
for a child to understand. G. W,
GUSHUE, Agent.—nov23,14i,e0d -

Influence of Britain
is Noted World Over

ApStralia Presents Almost Puzzling

' Spectacle .of Prosperity Despite

Isolation.

After five months of journeying that
carried him over twenty thousand
miles by sea and took him through
five continents, T. P. Loblaw, presi-
dent of Loblaw Groceterias, arrived
back in Toronto laden with purchases
and filled with impressions from’ the
ten different countries he had visited.

Mr. Lobfaw Ileft Vancouver last
July aboard the new motor ship Aor-
angi for New Zealand, with some of
the delegates to the imperial press
conference at Melbourne as his com-
panions. - From New Zealand his
itinerary included Australia, Ceylon,:
India, Aden, Palestine, Egypt, Francé,
England and Scotland, and the sou-
venirs it has yielded vary from a
charming print of Rheims Cathedral
to a huge leopard skin purchased
from the Cingalese native who shot
it in the jungle north of Candy. The
sum of Mr. Loblaws impressions 1is
that the greatest economic efficiency
and prosperity in the world to-day
are to be found on this continent,
but that the greatest among the na-
tions is Britain, whose moral influ-
ence and power for good among man-
kind was visible wherever he went
in the course of his long journey.

prodigious problem on her hands in
India,” he said, ‘“but of that I hesi-
tate to speak. One thing that struck
me very forcibly was that if Britain
were to withdraw from that country
inevitable chaos would ensue.”
Australia presented .an amou ‘paz-
zling spectacle of prosperity, despite
h.r hohﬂom—-'l‘aronto sm- % t':

'ﬂgg only, thhgheﬂnt will a’l
‘mn; ,
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for a member of the peerage, and I

“There is no doubt that she has a |
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Chnstmas
Suggestions:

~ Perfumes—By Roger & Gy
let, .Eiver, Coty, Erasmic, ().
gate and Crown Perfumery (y

Toﬂot Sets—(5 and 7 piece)—
By ‘HErasmic, Three Flowers ag
‘Colgate & Co.

Bath Salts—By Piver, Hudny
and Erasmie Co., to be had fy
‘Cubes, Powder and Crystals,

Sachet Powders, Cologneg
Lavander Waters, Toilet Waterg,
Face Powders and fine French
Hair Brushel

‘The . finest assortment of Van.
“ity Cases to be seen in the City;
‘makes an Ideal Xmas Gift.

A tnll line of Carson’'s Eng.
lish Chocolates, 3% 1 .to 5 I
boxes. A trial will convince
they are the finest manurw
tured.

Kielley’s
Drug Store.
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chief cause of the differences
shape. ‘The races that are descended

as little opening of the mouth as;
possible. But the people of warmer
climes, such as Spain and Italy, al-
‘ways give their words a fuller, more
opén-mouthed pronounciation.

*Although the matter has never been
definitely settled, it is quite likely
that there are very minor diﬂerencgs
in the shape of the “speaking appaf-
atus” among the people of our own
race and country. And it is as a re-
sult of these differences that we have

with in different ‘parts of the king-
dom.

CONFEDERATION LIFE.—
novas,tt

GEORGE’S ERROR.

George Meredith
was pledged to
Art; he thought
a1 1 lowbrows
ghould be shot;
hdlookedon
books accounted
smart as being
chiefly tommyrot.

tience wigv cheap
stuff; with sun-

vith hmumunwndandrouh,
that  please the coarse men -on the.
street. A publisher of London’s Strand

the various dialects and brogieés met |

He bhad mno pa--

lhlneltoﬂes.

i
cestors of the present races is the ;like a king,
in | George turned down tale after tale

trom tribes which dwelt in the cold | {seemed so profitless and stale,
parts of the world always speak with rrxvolous and cheap and vain..And he

| George by the neck,

engaged this George o sit- in state | sung of £25000 for the restoration
anaminmnnmml onhand, and | o 4o Impuc-bx

‘on, and swat the flies.

shouts Wilson’s Certified is best.

decreg ‘thelr . fate.. So
at gave his artist souf+a pa!n, they
S0

| indorsed some noble things that: fairly
throbbed with living fire, the -tales in.
which you hear the strings of some
great master’s deathless-lyre. Now all
the books that George indorsed fell
flat as pancakes ever .be; : the " pub-
lisher was quite unhorsed, so tough a

jrun of luck had he: And divers of the'| yolution and was launcHed in 1789,

books George canned by other pub-
lishers were sprung; “East Lynne” l
was one, and all the land, to buy it,
to the bookstalls swung. ' And there
were others on the list that made a
killing with the mob; and George
could only wot and wist that he had
botched his reader job. The publisher,
a gloomy wreck, was biting pleces '
from his chairs, but paused to selzel
and drop him
down nine flights of stairs. We read
such stories and behold that verdicts !
of the great and wise should no strug-
gler’s feet grow cold; fight on, fight ;

Having put itoto the test,

dec2,13i,e0d

Preserving One of
Nelson’s Battleslups

London, Dec. "(By Canadian Press).
—It was announced . recently that
Bar] Beatty, Admiral of the Fleet,
‘had received £15,000 from an anony-
mous donor towards -the ‘proposed

one of the. war-

i

‘theee days, when the wars in which

ships in the Battle of Trafalgar,
this connection it is interesting to
recall something qf\the history of
H.M.S. Implacable, which originally
was not in the British service. She
was not called the.Implacable when

In
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(Graduate of Philadelphia Dental (ol
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Surgery, and Philadelphia
General Hospital)
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she took part in the Battle of Trafal- | §

gar, but was known then as the French |
Battleship “Dugnay-Trouin.” ‘

This vessel is rich in honor and'
inspiration. She wag built for the
French Ro¥al Navy before the Re-

Later on she carrigd the flag of the
Revolution; she was incorporated in
the Battle Fleet of Napoleon, and so
120 years ago came to ‘Trafalgar,,
where she exchanged shots with
Nelson’s flagship, the Victory. ‘At
that time ghe was called the Duguay-
| Prouin;  later, when she had been
taken after a most gallant action, she
received her present name.
; In 1865 she began a new career as
a training-ship for boys at Devon-
port. To sail in such a <vessel in

she took part are no more, than &
memory, glorious alike to both com-
batants must surely exercise a pro-
found influence on the minds of the
boys in training. ,

The ship, if sufficlent funds are
obtained to save her from destruc-
tion, is to remain at Falmouth on
loan to Wheatley  Cpbb, who = has
maintained her at h!d', own cost for

! Quebec
Southern
Power Cprp.,

. 3 & |
4 Earnings at present are
more than 2% times bond

“interest requirements, and
M are increasing steadily.
:
B Assets are valued at more |

than twice the amount of §

the bond issue.

There are few of the 6%
per cent. bonds with 20 per i
common |
4 ‘stock, available at 100, plus §

# cent. bonus -of

‘interest.

the last fifteen years.| She will be |
used under hig diroeﬂép ag a holiday |

Berl;alfd B—.-‘Parsons, |

Investment Broker.

training vessel for Sea| Scouts, s.;& % *Phone 1731 12 Muir Bldg

CCdeta and other ‘ organiza~

tions.

{
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| capacity.
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