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The Development of
the Maritime Fisheries

(DR A. G. HUNTSMAN, Director of
Atlantic Stations, Blological
Board of Canada)

The following address delivered by
Dr. Huntsman before the Maritime
Board of Trade, Moncton, is -as applic- |
able to our own case as that  of the
Provinces and we have therefore |
taken the privilege of republisking it
from the Canadian Fisherman.

The object of this conference.is to
discuss the matter of the betterment
of conditions in the Maritime provinces
through growth and improvement of
the industries. We have been asked
to speak on the subject of the fisher-
This industry might be the great-
est one for these provinces. It shows
capabilities of developmer® as great
greater than those of any other
industry. The chief actual or potential
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recipient. Yet shortsightedly many
individuals, and 'even large communi-
ties, look to. attain prosperity by re-
celving something from others. En-
during prosperlt,y can be based only
upon the_ utudy ‘performance of valu-
ed service. - By producing materials,
by giving lerv'ices, for which the
world’s prepared to pay, is the sure
road to prosperity, to obtaining the
goods that we require or desire, to
improve living conditions, and so to

‘| retaining and increasing our popula-

tion. In the fisheries we have a prin-
cipal fleld for the steady production
{ of valuable commodities. It is a field
which has been only in small part ex-
ploited. It affords plenty of scope for
the organization of an enormous in-
dustry or industries for producing
food for man. No industry can have a
more fundamental or more important
task than that. The world is sure to
come to the Maritimes, when they have
a wealth of valuable food ready for
sale, that is, in condition for shipment
and consumption. It would be useless
to expect the world to come unless we
thave that or something similar to of-
!fer. If we are unwilling to content
ourselves with océupying. s sidetrack,
we should engeavour to get on some of
ithe main lines by performing import-
ant services for the world. With an
abundance of valuable goods to ship
we can not only obtain, but also re-
itain, important steamship services
Iwnh the large ports of the world.
| Sentiment is a very strong force, but
1 it tends to evaporate in the face of a
continuous, though small, financial
!drain. Abundance of goods is a much
better guarantee of the contiguance
of satisfactory transportation.

If we consider the present condition
an {11, for which a cure must be sought
let us not merely treat symptoms to
improve things on the surface and for
a time. Rather let us get at the cause
of the disease. Remove it, and so lay
a firm foundation for future health. It
is almost invariably the cage that the
patient is far, more interested in palli-
atives than in effecting a cure by a
change in habits. He desires to con-
tinue in the old courses and be given
‘good medicine’ to relieve the chief
Lsymptoms of which he complains.
_Many palliatives are offered to us as
We should not be deceived.
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Only those who have suffered with boils (and
hat includes 'most everybody) know the pain and
misery and inconvenience they cause. Boils keep

you from work and seem
and ashamed.

Don’t Cut—Apply “Mecca” twice a day in thick
“Mecca” will relieve a case of boils in
one-quarter the time of any cutting or lancing.
Read what Mr. Rimmer says:—

poultices.

I had a nasty carbuncle on my neck and poulticed it with
linseed and in other ways, and nothing but black blood flowed
After two weeks of suffering and pain, a
friend brought mye & tin of “Meccl" and ndvised me to bathe
with hot water and poultice with “Mecca.”
days, it had drawn all the pus and inflammation out and
Yours faithfully,

from the wound.

avoided an operation.

“MECCA” IS INDEED A MARVELLOUS

to make you feel mean

Toronto.

I_did so and in 4
H. P. Rimmer,
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For cleaning silver, use Silve

pioneer work is required. To mosty

the people of our provinces think so,

ation.
in the tail of the p!:ocession. We know

developing _the fisheries? There
scope here for the best material, the
ablest men, in these provinces. Too
frequently oiur_ best men are only
known as such, only develop to be
such, after they have been stimuated
by, and inextricably incorporated in,
the vast industrial machines to the

ising young men should be given an
interest in the fishing industry, should
be made to realize its possibilities,

ed early the stimulus of contact with

rapid development of the

one-man’s work, nor several men’s
work, but many men's work.

like a gift from the gods, costing no-

a great potential source of wealth, but
| until labour has been performed they
are valueless.
{ international waters and so
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Emarketed value of
 fish in 1918 was $10 per cwt.,
In 1922 the figures were over
$6 50 for the former and less than $4
fnr the latter.

people, perhaps, the.rewarda of plo-‘
neering seem altogether inadequate. If |

they do ngt deserve an improved s/tn- |
They must be content to walk '

that is not the case. Where are the ;
men then to do the pioneer work of !
is !

south and west of us. Our most prom- |

To some the fishermen’s catch seems |

thing to produce and like finding bread |
or manna on the ground. This is very i
far from the truth. The fisheries are |
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that these figures-are altogether ac- |

the available statistics; nor would we

important element in lessening to the
Maritimes the wvalue of their fishery
products. This involves

lions of dollars annually.

the long run on its relative inexbaust-
ibility. Stores of oil, coal, and tbe
various minerals are definitely jimi-
ted and exhaustible. Even the €rops |
of the soil, and the animals fed upoim |
these, though coming afresh vear af-
ter year, will not continue indefinitely
unless certain materials such as nit-
rates and phosphates are more or less |
constantly ‘replaced in the form. of
tertilizers. Quite otherwise is it with |
the sea, Into it are poured regularly
the watars that bave leached the soils
of the contj:_xenta. so that it shouid not
be a mast _wonder that it.concains
i somewnat nwb every _substance,

;the supplies of which- éven whea ‘dis--
tributed ~over the continents by the

agency of man, are regularly retarn-
ed to its bosom. FEven when the sea
is so. favored. eertain things needful
i for life are at'a premium in ' racst
parts of it. This is largely because
these substances have beer withdrawn
| from circulation by gettlng into some-
what useless living creatures like jcl-
ly fishes, “That is all in  our favor,
however, ‘for theas jaily  fishes
and similar forms ' finaily / die,
south; and those that  require
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latter is an element in causing the dif- |
ference given, and that it is a most |
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A most important feature in an in- [available to the coneumer in perfect [ces are falrly wel: known.

{ dustry is the having of a regular sup-
ply of the raw material. The fisheried
! are thought of as being characteristi-
‘cally uncertain, as shown by the
1 phrase . ‘fisherman’s luck.’
| ' more, however, tlie fisheries aro- be-
| coming’ reguldr, not only from day to
lday during the seagon, but also in
| many cases througliout the yéar, ana
‘before
long most of the fishery wiil-bé more
‘ regular than is the case for 'most other
industries; | Also ,with improvements
in the methods of holding, the more

plies , will' be ma.de
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A close

Icondltion throughout the yoar. No 1eal | ﬂrst-hand study should be made of

barrier esists ‘{c muking a large part
of our fisherias an ali-the-rear rcund
indue'.ry.

What precticel steps should be tak-
ien to realize at an carly date some
fair proportion ot the possibilitios in
‘this industry? It is a business pro-
position, and, if a-group of firsi-claus
men were definitely retzined to work
out the details and to see that they are
properly carried out, thers woull be
no doubt of the result. If 1s not a
simple proposition. Liitle that

“Vaseline” Jelly. ltuin

> 2

s
'worth while is so. Our fishery resour- i briefly, an enormous amount oF work

|

_the market demands tarougnant ilis

{ continent and thst otcBurope thai w.

might ‘be able to suppiy Iroxa ou: .

sources.” The methods of prepuring
the best grades in demacd and at &
low  vost of production should He as
coertained from otker countrics or
werked out ourselves, as should prove
feasible.

‘velopment ‘of the irdustry along ncw

lines or the expansion of old onas
would proceed as the detaiis wera
available.  Although sketchad &o
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The organization and de- '

~{ The

I is involved in this, but it will he well
rewarded. It would be a mistake to
suppose that the result could be at-
tained merely by making a plan and
susigning people tc tasks. If other

than the best men are selected fr.

aven some of the apparently minor
links in the chain of work, failure
_will probably result. Too muth em-
. phasis cannot be placed upon this fea-
{ ture,

We represent a somewhat new ven-
tura in comnection with the fishcries
—an attempi to bring all soxts of

hear directly upon the metkods of
handling and curing fish with a view :
to the beftermant of the product and
8 lowerink of ths cost of production.

cur Station at L"..m'ix htvln; been |
in operation only a couple of ‘months.
From the: results that are already
belng tchkvod we have not the least

2t a large measure of

iy lnmumx vaiue to the industry.
8 are already seen ‘to
nlu wl&cbo

scientific o orgaunlzed knowledge to g

This work is ip the Initisl stages, ;

cm.tnu!.wlthnstm-,l

cesa only by constant and close ¢
operation with the industry, on'

oné hand by learning from it the @
hods in current use and the diffic
ties met with, and on the other hal
in having it test ‘out and adopt &
new . methods or modifications of %4
methods that we may propose.
are receiving very hearty support &

along’ these lines from the indusm
The role of our Station in the outld
of: the development of the dsherif
 that we have already given is to W)
sout the hest methods of preparing ¢
i sired grades of fishery commod!t
and to assist in getting these adop)
{40 the industry. It is not a small ts
‘and we hope that it will be wortl
performed. 'Its ultimate success, Io*
ever, depands upon its being part !
vaster eaterprise for the developn®
"of our fisheriss, in which the vari¥
jbranches of the industry, aod ™
many bodies cocnnected with it m"
or less dicectly must all bear {f
share of the lebour; as well as shart o
lits rewards.
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