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of 8t. John sud Quebes. . These vessels range from 300

- to 2,000 tons register. There'are but thirly or forty
Island vessels unsold in the English market. 1is the
withdrawal of the money fron’ gmglcorargy‘mm tnakes
the pressuré. ' Ido not meéan to thiow any blame op
thie Banks; 1 know better. They musi respect the
rights of their shareholders. If the Banks have not got
bills of exchange, they must pay out the gold; and, if
means are not obtained before the first of July, the
Banks will have to close. Their object was to drive us
“into Confederation. They thoughtit would release us
from fhese diffculiies, and that the mouney we would
get out of Confederation would pay for the Cunard
estate. They were willing to sell cuy rights for the
self-interests of w few. - But before closing, My, Chaip-
man, I would observe there is a very interesting tale
being published at London. It comes out in the peri-
odieals, and is called ¢ Birds of Pray."” -If the author
were us well acguainted with the transactions of some
of the proprictary party o<’ am, snd would introduce
one of them into his work, 16 would render his name
immortal. o

Mr. BRECKEN.—We have listened io a lengthy
speech from & member of her Majesty’s Government,
in which he has ignored the views of his colleagues.
1 thought, Mr. Chairman, it was the duty of a memper

of the Government to declare its policy; "but inst®d

of this, Sir, he has treated us ficoi to a biography of
himeelf, and then to a history of escheat, quit rents,
aund kindred subjects. He told us how he advocated
escheat, becguse his heart felt for the wrongs of the
tenantry ; but the people, he said, would ot listen to
him. You will excuse me, Mr. Chairman, for goin
buck tv this old question, but as it has been Introdued.
iuto this debate, I will briefly vefer to two or three
poinis counected i ewith, T admit, with the hon.
mewber for Bedeque, in the course of some of his
rewmarks the other day,that the virgin soil of a country,
of right, belongs te the people who cowmpose its popu-
failen  Bui, Siv, the granting away of the lands of
this Colony was the fuuls of George I1L; and, as they
have since frequently changed bands, the claims of the
- proprietors have become confirmed. | The Crown, not-
withstanding the original grants were fbr(eiteé, by
ellowing time to lapse without re-entering upon its
vighte, gradually incressed the difficulty of effecting
au escheat It stands o reason, that this shonld be
. the case. If [ allow a person to hold a property on
certain conditions, some of which are unot fulfilled,
and 1 see it change hands withont interfering, it must
be supposed that I assent to the principle of his right
to dispose of that property. Ig it not & fact, also,
that the governwent derived revenses from the lands
of this Colony through the proprietors? Why was
this? Was it net that they recognized them as the
owners of the land? Y am really sorry that the Goy-
ernment have one among them who ventares to rise
on the floor of this Houss, and propound such extra-
ordinary views. I do not say tﬁat the hon. member
is dishonest; butl I look upon him as laboring under
a4 delusion. If the proprietora are not the owners of
the lands which they claim, upon what principle was
money paid by the party te which that hon. gentleman
belongs for the Worrell Estate? I believe that he had
& seat in this Hounse when that purchase was effected ;
why, then, in the name of common sense, did he allow
the government which he supported, to put their
bands into the public chest and pay some £25,000 for
that estate, if the parties from whom they purchased
i¢ bed net the shadow of a title to the land?

Hon. Mr. DAVIES, —Half a loaf iz botter than
‘Bone.

Mr, BRECKEN.~True, Mr. Chairman, balf a loaf
& better than none; but that was giviug them the
whole loaf. However, in eicher ease, whother we

pay for the half or the whole, the claim is recognized,
aud. it is folly to continue talkiug of escheat. Buat,
Bir, the hon,membey, while giving ud his Biogrgp’lg,
ontitted an interesting little pisce of his history. THe
did not inform wus how it was that he came into this
House when he formerly had she houot to represent
the constituency of Belfast. I bellevé he was borne
in on the shonlders of the Conservatives; bus shortly
afterwards,when the Libevals celebrated their tritmph
he way found among their ranks. 8till, this is the
hon. gentleman who constitutes himself the cusios
morum of this House, snd comes forward heve fo-day
to lecture us on political morality. The Conservative
Governmont—that base administration which he de-
nounces . with guch vehemence-—sold the gountry, he
says, by the Land Commission. That Commission,
he affirms, was & court of inguiry. For my part,
-1 always understood it was a cours for adjusting the
diffculties between landlord sud tenant, and not to
consider the case between the proprictors and the
Crowa. Who appoiuted these Commissioners? There
were three parties concerned-—the tenantry had their
Commissioner, as well as the proprietors and the
Imperial Government. The proprietors chose Hon,
Mvr. Ritchie, of Halifax, and the Imperial Government
Hou. Mr. Gray, of New Braunswick. But whom did
the Conservatives chooss as Commissioner on behslf
of the tenantry? They nominated & more Iiberal and
illustrous person than the hon. member for Belfast
will ever be, namely, the Hon. Joseph Howse, of Nova
Scotia. That is the sum and substance of what the
Conservalives did for the Land Commission. They
appointed the man of the poople to guard the intevests

&1lof the tenantry, and will the hon. member deny the

fact? »
Hou, Mr. DAVIES.—He was deceived.

Mr. BRBECKEN.—~I befieve he did not deceive as
many as did the hon. member himself on one oecasion;
and as to being deceived, I call for proof of the insin-
uation. Nor was the Hon. Mr. Howe the only friend
the people had at the Commissioners’ Court. Did no
the Government of the day obtain the services of Mr.
Thompson, -of New Brunswick, a8 counsal for the
tenauntry,—ayoung gentlemen of education and ability,
whom I recommended to their notice? Yes, Mr,
Chairman; and this gentleman appeared before that
court, and boldiy and ably advocated the rights of the
people, And more than that, parties of all slindes of

litics and opinions were allowed to come before . e
omimissioners’ Court and make their statements,

-without giving them on oath. Every species of repre-

sentation respecting the grievances and hardships of
the tenantry was made there; and I believe the hon.

member himself also delivered a speech in presence of
the Court At he time of the French reveluntion, it
used to be said: ¢ O, Liberty ! what erimes are prac.
tised in thy name?”’ and wore it not making s too fiee
comparison, I might say, how much buncombe ig
practised under the name of P. B. Island Liberalism]
The Counservatives, we have been told, are everything
that is bad and deceptive. Ewen when the people
endeavored to get the arbitration clnuse of the Award
carried into effect, and did not succeed, the ery was
raised that the proprietors and the Tories had thrown
obstacles in the way. The proprietors, it is true, raised
an objection to the arbitration clause, on the ground
that the Commissioners had no sutherity to delegats
their powers to others; and I believe the objection
had some force,for it is based ona principle recognized
in all arbitvations; but the Conservative party of this
Island were innocent of throwing any ebstacle in the
way of the confirmation of thaé clsuse. 8o much fop
the Land Commission; now for the Tenant Leagne.
I understood the hon. member to say that this associ
ation starled on a right principle; but thatafterwards



