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Literary Notes

(By 8. G.)

Celebrating ‘‘Book Week’’ in
British Columbia.

““Book week’’ activities started in
Vancouver by a lecture at the Car-
negie Library by the President of the
British Columbia Authors’ Associa-
tion, Mr. Robert Allison Hood, who
spoke of the life and work of Mar-
jorie Pickthall.

Short addresses were given on the
life and work of Pauline Johnson,
William Henry Drummond, Ralph
Connor, R. G. Maebeth, Frank Bul-
len and Robert Stead, before the Ju-
nior High School Association. At
the General Gordon School the Rev.
R. G. Macbeth lectured on ‘‘Canadi-
an Authors.”” At the Bayview Pa-
rent-Teachers’ Association, Mr. A.
M. Stephen spoke on ‘‘(Cfanadian Poe-
try East and West.”” Other meet-
ings were addressed by Mrs. Win-
low, Perey Gomery, and Robert Al-
lison Hood.

A short address on ‘‘Canadian
Authors’’ was given by Mr. Bernard
McEvoy at the Gyro Club luncheon.

Mr. Hopkins Moorhouse, vice-
president of the Canadian Authors’
Association, was the honoured guest
of the local branch of the Associa-
tion. Mr. Moorhouse addressed the
Women’s Press Club, the Parent-
Teachers’ Association and the Wo-
men’s (‘anadian Club, and was the
guest of the Association at the home
of Mr. and Mrs. Willie Dalton.

The bookstores of the ecity made
special window and counter displavs
of Canadian books during the weel-,
notably the Hudson’s Bay Co. and
David Spencer’s; and the stores
featured ‘‘Book Week’’ in their ad-
vertisements. The newspapers also
devoted space and editorials to the
stibject.
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line Johnson

vard of Europe, the historical asso-
ciations of which were so difficult to
get away from. Wordsworth tried
all his life to get away from them.

Throughout the lecture the out-
standing features of the work of the
poetess were discussed, and the va-
rious points were illustrated and
heightened by effective readings of
selected poems.

The speaker explained that Miss
Johnson’s work would be more
valued and read as the years passed,
and when other poets were forgot-
ten, not for its greatness, but because
she alone had shown the (Canada of
the Red Man, and because it formed
a strong and beautifully forged link
with the past.

HOPKINS MOORHOUSE VISITS
VANCOUVER.

““T think vou have here in Vancou-
ver one of the largest and fastest
growing groups of Canadian writers
in Canada, and that group will be-
come a powerful influence in Cana-
dian literary life, but the machinery
is absolutely necessary to put across
the national point of view that should
be part of (Canada’s progress.”” This
statement was made by Mr. Moor-
house in the course of an address to
the Women’s ("fanadian Club, in Van-
couver.

Mr. Moorhouse declared there was
undoubted talent in the coming gen-
erations, and also that the West was
a decided place of inspiration for

Pauline Johnson.

The Indian poetess, Pauline John-
son, was the subject of an informa-
tive lecture given on the closing
evening of Canada’s ‘‘Book Week”’
at the Carnegie Library, under the
auspices of the Vancouver branch of
the (Canadian Authors’ Association.
The lecturer, Mrs. Laura Rees
Thomas, touched on the romantic
history of the Indian race, and on
the debt of gratitude that British Co-
lumbians owe to Pauline Johnson
for the glamour of poetry and ro-
mance which she has thrown abont
their beautiful coast.

Mrs. Rees Thomas laid emphasis
upon a point which is worthy of con-
sideration. Tt seemed to her that
one note the Indian singer struck

which would cause her poetry to
live when much of the work of oth-
ers, and In some respects perhaps
greater poets, might be forgotten,
was the fact that she was the only
poet of outstanding ability whom the
Dominion had so far produced who

The story of Miss Johnson's life
followed, with interesting sketches
of the personalities and characteris-
ties of her Indian father and English
training
which they gave to their children.
Miss Johnson’s fine mentality was
not due solely to heredity; but to a
large extent to the insistent teach-

quoted Theodore
Watts-Dunton (who had known Pau-
and appreciated her
writing greatly) as stating that the
poets of new countries like Austra-
lia, Canada, and South Africa should
be particularly strong in nature poe-
try because they knew nature uncol-
oured by that spirit of antiquity as-
sociated with almost every square

these writers. A wonderful country
(Canada had three sections of coun-
try, and had as many problems, to-
gether with national difficulties, thus
making it difficult to obtain a na-
tional viewpoint. But the present,
added the speaker is the time to
‘“‘assert’’ ourselves ‘‘if Canadians
are to remain Canadians.’’

This he deemed necessary on ne-
count of the proximity of the United
States with its multitudinous amuse.
ments and creative activities, flood-
ing the country. Canada, he believ-
ed, was the only country that im-
ported 80 per cent. of its reading
matter.

““There is the beginning of a great
literature in Canada, with its four-
teen to sixteen professional writers
at the present time,’”” the speaker
continued. ‘‘Yet there is no market
for their wares, and they are foreed
to go to the United States to make a
living. The copyright law in Can-
ada militates against the welfare of
the professional writer, and this dif-
ficulty the Canadian Authors’ Asso-
ciation is endeavouring to overcome.
On the other hand the publisher has
many difficulties, and it has been es-
timated that less than one per cent.
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“To know him was to know
what the Covenanters were like
in their most splendid hours.”
—Sir James Barrie.

“No religious biography of
recent years has been awaited
with so much expectation and
desire. Let 1t be said at once
that his biographer has accom-
plished a difficult task with
great insight and tenderness.
The interest is well sustained
through all the stages of an un-
usually rich and fruitful career.”
—British Weekly.
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