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GREAT ANNUAL MEETING.

Ou Monday, April 29th, the Ax~vsr- Mertineg of
the Wesreyay MissioNary Sociery was licld in
Exeter Hall, London. The attendance was, as usual,
numerous and re=pectable ; indeed, every part of the
epacious Hall was well occupied. ‘The proceedings
commenced a little before cleven o'clock, when the
Rev Dr. Bunting zave out two verses of the hymn—
“ From ail that dwcll Lelow the <kies,”"—afte: which
the Rev. Thomas Jackson, President of the Confer.
ence, engazed in prayer.

Dr. Bustisg said—The Socicty will be happy to
know, that we are fuvoured to-day with the pre-mce
of a gentleman, whom, on former occasions, we have
desired and cxpected to sce, but who  was then pro-
vented by providential dispenzations {rom meeting
our wishes. (Applause) [ean assure Lim, thatin
reference to those dispensations, to whiz!i [ wiil not
further allude, he had the most sficetionate and sin-
cere syinpathy of the persous who assembled at our
meetings, and that our humble and earnest prayers
were offered up to Almirhty God on his Lehalf,
(Hear, hear.) To-day he is with us; and [ ain
most happy that the chair is to be occupied by a men-
tleman whorm we all esteemn, not only for his private
worth, but for those christian principles which he has
always shown himself willing to profess and to advo-
cate in his public and scnatorial eharacter, (loud ap-
plause,)—a gentleman whom we esteem as one of the
leading advocates in parliament for the sanctification
of the Christian Sabbath, (applause,)—a gentleman
whom we honour and esteem as the uncompromising
advocate of those Protestant Principles (great cheer-
ing)with which this Missionary Socicty will never
be ashamed or afraid to avow, that it considers spivi-
tual religion throughout the world to be assentially
indentified. (Applausee.) I bave the honour to an-
Bounce that John Pemberton Plumpire, Exq., mem-
ber of parliament for East Kent, will now take the
chair. (Loud cheers.)

Mr. PLuMerrE on assuming the chair, was greetrd
with warm applause. He proceeded to address the
Meeting to the following effeet :—My  christian
ﬁ'f"'dS, if | have, as our worthy and much-estecined
friend has told you, been prevented on two previous
Sccasions, by afflictive dispensations, from meeting
)qu in this Hall, I trust that those very dispensations,
~Aaccompanied, 1 would humbly hope, by the grace
of God,—have taught me more and more to prize

those great objects which you have in view in your
assembling togeiher this day.  (ear, hear.) And
what are those olijects, hut to publish to the world the
knewledge of Jesus Christ, and the great salvation
thatis by him? 'This is, indeed, a simple, but an
un speakably sublimie and important object. 1 trast
you feel the great importance ot that wisdom wli-h
this, and similar socicties, are secking to discemiuate;
—not the wisdom of this world, which cometh to
nought,—(though that, indeed, we by no meuns o -
pise, when itis founded upon, and consccrat-d by,
the wordof God.)—lalt the knowledge of the only
living and true God, and of Jesus Chiist whom lic
(Hear, and applause.)

hath =ent. This wisdom is,

o its posscssor, atonce honour, and richez, and hip-

piness, and Life everlasting,  With this treasure, the
pocr African is vicL indced 5 with this wisdomn the
benighted Hindoo is- indeed enlichtened.  Without
this treasure, and without this wislom, the greai st
priuce i3 a beggur, the most profound phi' .. her
is in darkncss; but with this wisdom, and with this
treasure, the poor African, the wild New Ziealander,
and the benighied Hindoo, ay- look to the Saviour,
and say—
Withnut thee poor, give what thou wiit beside;

And with thee rich,take what thou wilt avea:,

(Applause.) [ have, with much interest, my chrise
tian friends, surveyed the ficlds of your lahours ; and
I believe they may be almost said 1o be ¢ -extensive
witi the world itself. 1 look with great interest, and
with the highest satisfuction, upon that fervent cha-
rity which scemns to prevail among vour missionnries,
and among the members of yvour body ; and T hail
with gratitude, and with, I trust, unfeiened thankful-
ness to the great Lord of the harvest, that larse mrea-
sure of his grace an' blcssipe_with which he has
been plea<ed to accompany your éxcrtions,  Atrach-
ed as [am, con<rientionsly, to the principlc o1 an cs-
tablisbed religion, (loud applause,) and to the religion
that is established in this our happy and privileged
country, (applause,)—for though there is much of
evil and much oftrouble in the midst of'it, yet a bap-
py "and a privilezed country I must esteem it in the
main, especially when [ compare it with other coun-
tries of the world,—I sy, attached conscientiously as
I amn to the estallished religion of this our Jand, | an
frce and eandid to say, that I could not occupy the
situation to which your kindness has ealled me, did I
not believe that [ am now in the midst of a body of
Christinns, whose great leading prineiple it is to ren-
der unto Ceesar the things that nre Ciwsar’s, (loud ap-
plause,) and unto God the things that are God’s.




