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ATTACi IN «ITEimTIM :
A Pastoral Letter for the Lent of MDCCCLI.

Addeeseeil to the Cleivv and Laity of the
Diocev of Halifax. Bv the Right Rev.
Doctor Walsh, Bishop of Halifax.

Thia Address at firrt orally delivered in thei 
Roman Catholic Chapel of this City, has been 
isened ireea die Prew, we suppose, pro hone 
publico. Whatever might ha# been its effect oh 
those who listened to its t iro voce utterance, we 
are persuaded, its perusal, in its present form, 
will only excite unbounded indignation in the 
mind of every true Protestant the Province 
throughout ; and confirm, were confirmation 
necessary. Use irrefutable fact, that, in all essen- 
tûd peseta, in suppression of truth, in fundamental 
anon at doctrine, in proud and blasphemous 
amamnfion of divin* prerogatives, in superseding 
the scriptural ground of a sinner's justification, 
and final salvation, in unholy exaltation of Us 
priesthood, in its malignancy of spirit, in Us un­
compromising hostility to those without its psle, 
or, as slanderously designated, “ heretics? and 
in its intense hatred of evangelical Protestantism, 
PorXSY, at this day is what it swr has been. 
It has been stated, again and again, by we 
would hope well-intentioned, but, in ear view, 
mistaken Protestants, tfiht a greet and mighty 
change has, within some years past, come over 
the fiaroer persecuting spirit of popery : but the 
“ ftstoral Letter" of Bishop Walsh will, we 
opine, pot these dreams to flight, and jutffty 
the application of the term, “ unchangeable ness ” 
to the popish system in its" rancorous spirit 
towards Protestants, which its Priests, Bishops, 
end Fbpee here assumed tor it in respect to 
doctrines and petity generally. Hear what this 
gentleman, (3) who, according to his own mate­
rnent,' occupies his present ecclesiastical position 
“ biffé grace of God? says of Tnz glorious 
BhOSHITIOX ix EwolaXH. After adverting 
to the previous domination of popery in that 
Country, he, m the why of contrast, proeeeds—

“But, alas 1 in an evil hour, and days of dark- 
■sos, * terrible vicissitude obscured all her ancient 
renown. . Bow has her gold become dim, and her 
beet colour been changed, and the abomination 
of demletioo set up in her holy place, and the 
stapes of her Sanctuary been scattered at the 
top of every street 1 In IBs inscrutable judg­
ments, the Lord has covered her with obscurity 
in'the flay of his wrath, and brought her into 
darkness, and not into light. He has cast her 
down headlong, and has not spared all that was 
beyttif$I in her. He has, in His fierce anger, 
cast off her Altar, and cursed her Sanctuary ; 
He has delivered the walls of the towers thereof 
into the hands of the enemy. His law was no 
more amongst her, and her prophets found no 
vision from the Lord. Those blind prophets saw 
but false and foolish things for her, and they did 
not lay open her iniquity to excite her to penance. 
The Lord made her a derision to all Ins people— 
their song all the day long. He filled net with 
bitterness, fed her with ashes, removed her soul 
far off from peace, so that she forgot the good 
things of old, and her end and hope seemed to 
have perished. She strayed away from the womb, 
and spoke false things. She despised the faithful 
Mother who had begetten her in Christ, who had 
nourished her with sound doctrine, and exalted 
her to glory and honour. Great has been lier 
pride, and her arrogance as that ofMoab, and in 
the multitude of her strength she ‘ persecuted the 
Church of God,* and got drunk with the blood ef 
His Martyrs. She made His servants a prey to 
the fowls of heaven, and gave the flesh of IBs 
saints to the beasts of the earth 1 Great, indeed, 
as the sea, was her destruction : who could heal 
her? Jercm. 8cc. passim. Ps.lxxvii.”—/>p.6,7

As a specimen of the false representations, in 
which *. C. writers are in the habit of indulging, 
when dwelling on the wrongs which popery in 
the British Dominions is said to have received 
from Protestantism, we re-producc the echoe.s of 
thewi as heard from Bishop Walsh’s lips, and 
which are reduced to pal [table form in this ex­
traordinary and inflammatory document. From 
the following accumulation of vituperative epithets 
our readers may judge of the extent, to which 
the records of English History have been falsified, 
by this supreme Patron of Truth :—

“ We almost shudder at giving even a brief 
transcript of the horrible devices employed 
against the Church of God ; but why should we 
not exalt the heroism of IBs faithful servants in 
F.nglAhd—the invincible power of His Truth— 
the irresistible strength or the right hand of the 
Most High ? We therefore only declare what 
is notorious to the world, when we say, that san­
guinary laws, bribery aud punishment, threats

and smiles, imprisonment and proscription, out­
rages and insult, misrepresentation awl calumny, 
•ham-plots and mendacious forgeries, exclusion 
from place aud power—oppression in the army, 
degradation in the navy, injustice in the courts 
of law, banishment from Uni balk of science, 
crushing fines, grievous exactions, cruel confisca­
tions—itlie rack, the scourge, the gibbet—every 
form of torture, atl species of contumely—wha t­
soever Was llideous ia bondage, debasing in 
slavery, unnatural-in civil strife—all that poisoned 
the springs of friendship, destroyed the charities 
of fife, mil rent asunder tins,,dearest ties ef na- 
hire—all, all have been tried, and tried in vain.** 
—P-

This description is pathetic —- but is it true? 
It wifi tie seen, however, tliat the Otutor on this 
occasion, has taken care not to darken the fright­
ful picture he has drawn prinri|>afly from imagi­
nation, with the black colours of popish persecu­
tion of Protestant “ heretics **—lie has not alluded, 
even in a whisper, to the kirks of S.wmiKiKt.n, 
or to the bloody Massacre ix Ireland — not 
a syllable lias lie breathed of the thousands, yea 
tens of thousands, of Protestants in England 
and Ireland, to say nothing of the Millions w> 
other kingdoms, who have fallen victims to the 
inherent spirit of popish hate and cruelty. Ne— 
the appearance of these shades would have 
frightened the “ faithful ” — and — spoiled the 
effect of his “Lenten” Address! But the 
u heretics” (!) of this day cannot forget the 
blood-stained pages of English Martyrdom—or 
the eruel-meroies of “ The Only True Church on 
Earth? of which Bishop WaMi lie re proudly 
makes his boast,—that one mark of “Thk Bf.aht,*’ 
as claimed by himself, is “ immutability? as well 
as infallibility,—that wherever not legally re­
strained, he wastes and destroys the Saints of 
The Moat High,—end that, m those countries 
where legal restraints exist, he opens his month 
and shows his teeth, ami rolls ltls tongue, auffi- 
cientlv often to show that his innate savageness 
of spirit has not become extinct.

On the subject persecution, we believe tire 
following remarks will be found to be true 

“ Popery, when it has possessed sufficient 
power, has sought to destroy the fives of Mii.- 
LIOK8 for not submitting to its authority. It 
has been pre-eminently a persecuting system.— 
Some protestant Sects have been guilty of jx.r- 
secution, bet in their case it bas generally been 
the effect of some of the leaven of Antichrist 
still remaining among them, atvl as increasing 
knowledge of the natare of Christianity has pre­
vailed among them, their disposition to persecute 
has vanished, and they have renounced and con­
demned the deeds of their fathers. Xot si) Popery. 
‘ Other churches have persecuted casually •; the 
church of Rome constantly. Others under the 
influence of transient feeling—she systematical! v 
and from principle. Not content with the com­
mon zeal of her public functionaries, she has con­
secrated men to this peculiar service ; she has 
instituted offices and established communities for 
this express purpose ; ebe has encouraged whole 
troops of ecclesiastics to devote themselves to the 
work; and die has allowed men the character of 
priests, the revenues of princes, and the power 
of despots, on condition that they make persecu­
tions die sole business of their lives.’ ”—(Popery 
Unveiled, quoted in Pike's Antichrist Un­
masked.) “ The followers of Roman Catholicism 
are anxious to have the blood of martyrs, which 
antichrist has died, forgotten. Sometimes mis­
representation is employed, at other times the aid 
of the most baro-faced falsehood is not rejected, 
when the object is to east into oblivion the hosts 
of Protestant martyrs, and to depreciate onr great
Martvrologist and other Christian historians.__
But Protestants should never forget, that what­
ever benignity or liberality may -exist in some 
members of the Romish Church, the system of that
Church is a murderous persecuting system**__
(Pike.)

In proof of this assertion, we submit tbc fol­
lowing Jeufts, which, if necessary, might be mul­
tiplied.

1*0HR VitIIAX III. says,—“They are so fur 
from being guilty of murder, who kill any that are 
excommunicated that they arc bound 1o extermi­
nate heretics ta they would be esteemed Christians 
thepiselves.” J

Cardinal Bull arm ixr, one'of the oracles 
of the Church of Rome, teaches,— “ that heretics 
are to be destroyed, root and branch, if it can pos­
sibly be done, but if it appear tliat the catholics 
are so few, that they cannot conveniently with 
their own safety, attempt such a thing, then it is 
best, in such a case, to be quiet, lest upon oppo­
sition made by the heretics the catholics should 
be worsted.”

, L. Moris* r, a llomish Priest, in Ireland, in 
18*1, published a summary of the law with re­
gard to heretics, as it staivl* in the Church of 
Itottie according to the constitution of Pope Ix-' 
XOCKKT IV. enacted October II, 1242. Besido 
other laws this contains the following ;

That In relics condemned by the cliuroh are to 
be handed ever to the secular" power for pitnish- 
uicwt. - ’

That heretics altlieugh penitent arc to be per- ' 
petvallv imprisoned. v

Tliat heretics are to be taken up every where, 
and consigned to the inquisitors.

Tliat their abettors are to V. punished.
Tliat heresy is to he acootmted among public 

crimes and adjudged greater than tlie crime of 
high treason.

That iei pestilent heretics aim t» be burned 
alter. „

That these sespecteil of heresy, are considered 
as infamous people and banditti.

That those invested with civil power arc to be 
bouiiii down by au oath to prosecute heretics 
publicly.

These atrocious laws were confirmed, or ag­
gravated by subsequent Popes.

Let oar readers pouilur also the foflowjtig 
facts:—

Itr. Tito Y. a few years since popish Archbishop 
of Dublin, published an edition of the Bible in 
1816, with a Commentary. In his exposition ol 
chap, xvii., G, and xxii., 8, of the book of Reve­
lation, lie says, “ When Rome puts heretics to 
dcatlu and allows their pu nisi uncut in other 
countries, their blood is not called the blood of 
saints, no more than the blood of thieves, man- 
killers, or other malefactors, for the shedding of 
which no common-wealth will answer.**

In 1816, Dr. Troy's Bible with tlie Riiemisii 
Notes, was published at Dublin, not only under

_ _ _  MAIU1I ft.
manner too plainly to be IsuwWstood, what i. 
really in In. heart lie W compron,^ hk! 
self, as an active and avowed enemy u, 1W 
tantism, beyond redeuiptioa. IIC has Uirowi, 
fire-braud, burning at both wnls, iuto t]le ^ 
at tl.is peaceable community, „„| llei,w * 
nor his adherent*, lave any cause of Huron*. ■' 
Protestants take it, burning w it is, and Li ‘ 
to the magazine of [open , ami t|w ^ 
war ...to the camp of the enemy. Bishop \VaUU 
will learn, tliat lie low madly strodt a chord wl,*], 
wlH vibrato far and wideband tong, tl.ro.mhn.» 
this Province. He ha, evoke,, a ^ 
known to. or ui.fclt by, Hie Protestants of this 
land, which will lead them eouragrouslv aed 
z.‘a»on4y to contend for the faith once delivered 
to the saints, and rather fl.an-quiescently yield te 
tl.c haughty, unmeasured «fetation ofan v popi* 
priest, to welcome a martyt-s doom WHl wto a 
martyr's cruiriv

Wlilbt Bishop Walsh is engaging tlie “fifidiftiP 
under his jurisdiction to pmv for the couver»» 
of England to Pojhjtv-, wo direct the at|em 
lion ef our readers to an article u* our second 
page, in which they will hoc the just exposure 
which Gavazza, an Italian Priest, has m»le ». 
ocntly in Tandon of “ the j.miUe of ii.<«Ii«ren- 
eies throned on the Seven Hills.*’ *. Maniacs.” 
he says, “ arc found in comic xien with that sw 
tom. such as it newexhibits its i-epugnant features 
to the world, who talk of the Amoeiwie# uf 
lend, God help the silly creature* !” Rut read 
the whole article.

Altiiough, in the above notice of Dr. Walsh's 
“ Pastoral Letter,” we have spoken strongly 
against Popery as a false and persecuting svsteni 
of rtdigion, and may speak equally as strong in 
our future notices ef it. we cherish nothing hut 

the sanctiosi of itr. Troy himself, but nlso that of 1 •eartv good-will towards the memliers of that 
Dr. Murray, afterwards AnAibishop of Dublin, ; Chercli as individuals, and ardently desire their 
Dr. Reii.lv, primate of Ireland, Ac„ an.l was oonvenfion to a pure and Christian faith. W« 
declared by these bishops to centum nothing but j Enow the difficulty of condemning a system with- 
ir/mt is agreeable to the doctrine and piety of the ,xr* wounding the feelings ol i,s conscientious a.l- 
Catholic Church. We give the following e.x- ! Invents. But he is net really an enemy who
tracts :__ speaks the truth—he is our host friend who

“ The Tit ANSI. ATOlts of the English Protestant 
Bible should be abhorred to the depths of hell ’
Hev. v, 7.

warns us of fatal error aud saves us from impend­
ing danger. We shall therefore defend Evangel­
ical Protestantism, as the. truth of God, trow the 

■ The good must tolerate the evil, when it is so ™du attacks recently made u[kmi it; and shall
strong, that it cannot be redressed without dan- i '*>t spare the pride, and corruption of Popery, 
per or disturbance of the whole cliuroh, other- |-as a system bvan.lcil with divine reprolxtUtgl, au«l 
wise, where evil men, he they heretics or othr^ ** occupying a criminal and i!i stru<-tive position 
malefactors, may be punished and suppressed ; ^ antagonism to tire Cross of Cl.list, and the 
without hazard of the good, they may and ought ; virtue ot his one ull-sujfcient atuniiaeut.
Irv [uiblic atitlwity, either spiritual or temporal,
be chastised or executed? Matt. HI. The U-ri ro .rrective of taise doctrines, and the

“All Protestant Clergy arc thieves, ,llwt effvetwal opponent of false systems of relU 
mcrdkreks, and Mixisters of Thk Deyi i. H°n, tire to be fourni in tlie con version ot tinners 
—leaders of rebellion against the lawful authority i frona the '• error of their way. lu projmrtios 
of the Catholic Prtoets—they are engaged in a as the work of God advances in tlM .ar*,*nd tto 
damnable reoolt against tlie [rricsts of God’s - mnnher of the actually saved is mu.tijdied, the 
church, which is the bane of our days aud ooun- , destructive character of error, awl of false •)* 
try.” John x, 1. Heh. v, 1. | terns of religion, liecon.es the more apparent—

“ Christian people, ms.tors especially, should : b. fore the triumphant march of tr.nl. they m-fds 
have great zeal against heretics aud hate them as 1 -«“«I ^ assumetl authority over the ern.sv.enct
God liâtes them, aud bo thus zealous against all , °" Part of fnllible ,na"’ ,hoi'f-'h tlütb*“ “ 
false prophets and heretics of rhattrer name, after l gorgeous a,.parol, outvying in splendonf the note*
the manner of holv Elias, that in zeal killed 4Ô0 '■ of ,be is re>tU*'1 l,l0US',
false j.rophets.** Rev xi., 6, 20. 1 nation—tl.c human mind is emancipated frwa

“ As the fact of Elias was not reprehended, I l«Ho«tIy ty ranny, and owns naught supreme hut 
Christian Princes 1 l,i«- authoritative will of God. Tlie sprea.1 «I 

evangelical religion is, therefore, tlie R*** cer" 
Iain atvl efl'eetive antidote to the extension uf

neither is the Church, nor 
blamed by God for putting heretics to death? 
Luke ix., 55.

It is said, that even Daniel O’ConnelLJn a full 
Catholic Board, Dec. 4 1817, pronounced these 
notes teaching hatred to,ami the murder of Protest­
ants and not to keep faith with them,as abominable, 
murderous,afal damnable. But the Church was too 
strong for O’Connell, The harlot drunk with blood 
would never denounce the doctrines which sup­
plied her with that element in ages past, and 
which, 1iad she sufficient power, would soon pro­
cure for her a fresh supply. See Pike's Anti­
christ Unmasked, and Guslcfs Obi Christianity.

Want of space prevents us from pursuing this 
subject further this week : but from the state­
ment of facts above given, our readers may [ier. 
ceive, without difficulty, that Bishop Walsh’s 
recent and gratuitous attack upon Protestantism 
will only recoil disastrously on his Awn influence, 
on his proud assumption, and on the cause gene­
rally which he has so feebly advocated. For 
our own part, however much we regret the 
would-be-oratorical display of misrepresentation, 
and the true, fiery, anathematical, popish spirit 
on the part of the It. C. Halifax Bishop, we are 
not, on the whole, sorry that he has shown, in a

Ropery-

TIIE fiflOD CAUSE MflCRESSINC.
Not less than we ourselves have our readers 

had cause to rejoice at the glad tiding» *• l*ie 
progress of the t-auso of God iu the lower Pro­
vinces, which we have recently publish**! 
are privileged again with being made the muitv" 
of communicating to the religious public the most 
delightful intelligence of the continuance a"1 
great extension of the good work on the C fiAR 
LOTTKTOWN Circuit, which was noticed inour 
last. With pleasure we refer our realtors to tto- 
exceedingly interesting communication of * 
Rev. F. Smallwood, which appeared*the pre­
ceding page. A serious and pray erfulperusal 
it, cannot but fill the pious man’s heart wit 
gladness, and cause him more earnestly to Pra* 
for a wider diffusion ol divine truth, and or • 
more general influence of Gon, the Spi*H« 
accompany the labours of the Ministers 
other members of the Christian Charcto_^ 
are particularly pleased with the truly ^ ^
spirit which the article in question broatne»

«


