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~ ATTACK ON PROTESTANTISN :
A Pw for the Lent of MDCCCLL

to the Cl and Laity of the
Diocess of Halifix, By the Right Rev.
Doctor Walsh, Bishop of Halifax.

This Address, at first orally delivered in thej
Rouiasi Cathelic Chapel of this ‘City, has been
issued from the Press, we suppose, pro bono
publico. Whatever might havi been its effect on
those who listened to its viva vote utterance, we
are persuadey, its perusal, in its present form,
will only excite unbounded indignation in the
mind of évery true Protestaut the Province
througbout ; and confirm, were confirmation
necessary, the irrefutable fact, that, in all essen-
tial points, in suppression of truth, in fundamental
errors of doctrine, in proud and blasphemous
:-ungﬁhd divine prerogatives, in superseding
the seriptural ground of a sinner’s justification,
and final salvation, in unholy exaltation of its
priesthood, in its malignancy of spirit, in its wn-
compromising hostility to those without its pale,
or, as slanderously designated, *lAeretics,” and
in its intense hatred of evangelical Protestantism,
PorErY, at this day is what it ever has deen.
It has been stated, again and again, by we
would hope well-intentioned, but, in eur view;
mistaken Protestants, tliit a great and mighty
change has, within some years past, come over
the former persecuting spirit of popery : but the
« Pastoral Letter” of Bishop Walsh will, we
opime, put these dreams to flight, and justify
the application of the term, “ unchangeableness”
to the popish system im its' mancorous spirit
towards Protestants, which its Priests, Bishops,
and 'Popes have assumed for ‘it im mespect to
doefrines and polity generally. Hear what this
gentleman, (7) who, according to his own atate-
ment; occupies his present ecclesiastical position
“ by iNé grace of God,” says of ThE GLORIOUS
ResorMazioN IN'ENGLAND. After adverting
to the previous domination of popery in that
Coqngly.be.iathoiiydmm,plmeds—

“fiut, alas! in an evil hour, and days of dark-
ness, aterrible vicisitude obecured all her ancient
regown. . How has her gold dim, and her
best &b&n changed, and.the abomiration
r jon set up in her boly' place; and the
stopes of ber Sanciuary been scattered at the
top of every street! In s inscrutable judg-
ments, the Kas covered her with obscurity
in'the day ofhis wrath, and brought her into
darkness,

and not into light. Ile cast her
down headlong, and has not all that was
in her. He has,in His fierce anger,

cast off her Altar, and cursed her Sanctuary;
He, bhas delivered the walls of the tewers thereof
inta the hands of the enemy. His law was no
more amongst her, aud her prephets found no
vision from the Lord. Those blind prophets saw
but false and foolish things for lier, and they did
not lay open ber iniquity to excite herto penance.
The: made her a derision to all bis ‘K:ople.—
ir song all the day'long. He filled her with
itterness, fed her with ashes, removed her soul
far off from peace, so that she forgot the
things of old, and ber end and hope seemed to
have perished. She strayed away ‘rom the womb,
and spoke false things. She despised the faithful
Mother who had begetten her in Christ, who had
nourished her with sound doctrine, and exalted
her to glory and henour. Great has been her
ide, and her arrogance as that of Moab, and in
the muMitude of her strength she-¢ persecuted the
Chureh of God,” and got druak with the blood of
His Martyrs. She made IHis servants a prey to
the fowls of heaven, and gave the flesh of His
sainfs to the beasts of the earth! Great, indeed,
as the sea, was her destruction: who could heal
Wer? Jerem. &c.passim. Ps.lxxvii”—pp. 6, 7.

As a specimen of the false representations, in
which R. C. writers are in the habit of indulging,
when dwelling on the wrongs which popery in
the British Dominions is said to have received
from Protestantism, we re-produce the echoes of
them as heard from Bishop Walsh’s lips, and
which are reduced to palpable form in this ex-
traordinary and inflammatory document. From
the following accumulation of vituperative epithets
our readers may judge of the extent, to which
the records of English History have been falsified,
by this supreme Patron of Truth :—

«We almost shudder at giving even a brief
transefipt of the horrible devices employed
against the Church of God ; but why should we
not exalt the heroism of His faithful servants in
Fngland-—the invincible power of His Truth—
the irresistible strength of the right hand of the
Most High ? We therefore only declare what
is hotorious to the world, when we say, that san-

and smiles, imrrisonment and Tiption, oul
rages and insult, misrepresentation and calumny,
sham-plots and mendacions fergeries, exclusion |
fram place and &omhopmapm in the army, |
de Gion in the wavy, injustice in the courts |
of law, banishment from the halls of science, |
crushing fines, grieveus exactions, cruel confisca- |
tiens—the rack, the scourge, the gibbet—every |
form of torturegall species of (-nnmwly—w!m_t'-l
soever was lideous im bondage, debasing io |
slavery, unnaturalin civil strife—all that poisoned |
the springs of fiiendship, destroyed the charities |
of life, and reat asunder the dcarest ties of na- |
ture—all, all have been tried, and tried in vain™ |
—p. 1. ‘ {
This deseription is pathetic — but .is it true? |
It will be secn, however, that the Orator on this
occasion, has taken eare not te darken the fright- |
ful picture be bas drawn principafly from imagi- :
nation, with the black coleurs of popish persecu- |
tion of Protestant “ heretics “—he has not alluded, |
even in a whisper, te the FIRES OF SMITHFIFED, |
or to the bloody Massacre IN IRELAND — not |
a syllable has he breathed of the thousands, yea
tens of thousands, of Protestants in Englaxd
and Irelaud, to say nothing of the Millions
other kingdoms, who have fallen wictims to the
inherent spirit of popish hate and cruelty. No—
the appearance of these shades would have
frightened the * faithful” — and — spoiled the
effect of his “Lenten” Address! But the
“ heretics® (!) of this day canmot forget the
bloed-stained pages of English Martyrdem—or
the eruel-mercies of “ The Only True Chureh on
Earth” of which Bishop Wakh here proudly
makes his boast,—~that one mark of “THr BEAsT,”
as claimed by himself, is “ immutability,” as well
as infallibility, — ¢hat wherever not legally re-
strained, he wastes and destrovs the Saints of
The Most High,—and that, m those countiées
where legal restraints exist, he opens his mouth
and shows his teeth, and rolls 1is tongue, suffi-
ciently often to show that kis immate savameness
of epirit has not become extinct.
On the subject of persecution, we believe the
following remarks will be found to be true
“ Popery, when it has possessed sufficient
power, bas sought to destvoy the fives of Mir-
Liows for not submitting to its autkority. It
has been pre-eminently a persecuting system.—
Some protestant Seets have been  guilty of per-
secution, but in their case it has generally been
the effect of some of the leaven of Antichrist
still remaining among them, and as increasing
knowledge of the nature of Christianity has pre-
vailed among them, their disposition to persecuce
has vanished, and they have renounced and con-
demned the deeds of their fathers. Not so Popery.
* Other churches have persecuted casually ; the
church of Rome constantly. Others under the
influence of transicnt feeling—she systematically
and from principle. Not content with the com-
mon zeal of her public functionaries. she has con-
secrated men to this peculiar serviee; she has
institwted offices and established eommunities for
this express purpese ; sbe has encouraged whole
troops of ecclesiastics to devote themselves to the
work ; and she has allowed men the chavacter of
priests, the revenues of princes, and the power
of despots, on condition that they make persecu-
tions the sole business of their lives.’ "—(Popery
Unveiled, queted im Pile's Antichrist  (n-
masked.) -* The followers of Roman Catholicism
are anxious to have the blood of martyrs, which
astichrist has shed, forgottca. Sometimes mis-
representation is employed, at ather times the aid
of the most bare-faced falsehood is not rejected,
when the object is to east into oblivion the hosts
of Protestant martvrs, and to depreciate our great
Martyrologist and other Christian historians.—
But Protestants should never forget, that what-
ever benignity or liberality may exist in some
members of the Romish Church, the system of that
Clwrch is a murdérous perseecuting sysl\‘,-m."——
(Pike.) '

In proof of this assertion, we submit the fol-
lowing fugts, which, ¥ necessary, might be mul-
tiplied.

Pore Urnax IIL says,—“ They are so far
Srombeing quilty of murder, who kill any that are
excommunicated that they are Lound Yo extermi-
nale herelics as they would be esteemed christians
themselves.” )

CARDINAL BRLLARMINE, one/of the oracles
of the Church of Rome, teaches,— « that heretics
are to be destroyed, root and branch, if it can pos-
sibly be done, but if it appear that the catholics
are so few, that they cannot conveniently with
their own safety, attempt such a thing, then it is
best, in such a case, to be quiet, lest upon oppo-
sition made by the heretics the catholies should

guinary laws, bribery and punishment, threats

be worsted.”

Rome according to the constitution of Porr Ix-1 tantism,

MR g,

s Monuﬁnr, 2 Romish Priest, in Ireland, in|mannerteo plainly to be misumlex.'stn‘al" :
1821, published a summary of the law with re-|really in bis heart. Ile has compr '-Wlm. N
gard $o heretics, as it stands in the Church of{sclf, as an active and avowe( en:.;,’.m;mi?- bl

A \ eyond redempiion. . He hag g
~xocest IV, enaﬂcd' October 31, 1242. Beside | fire-brand, vurning at both ends, into t)‘m'“'n -
other laws this centains the following : of this peaceable c(-nn‘nmit\.‘ o nei"}e mila

That hicieties condemned by the church are to? nor his adherents, have any .cxum of sur - h‘,"
be handed ever to the secular power for lmnish-‘% Pretestants take it, burllin}_r a8 it is, and :’":;'y ‘.‘
ment. to the magazine of Popery, and thas L‘mt{- ,T’hu

That heretics alfhangh penitent are to be per-| war inte the camyp of the ency, Bishop W, ‘l:
petually nprisoned. ' will learn, that he has wadly atimck ldnorl:l e IT :

That heretics are to be taken up every where, | will vibrate {ar and wide, .and lene throy .
and consigned to the inquwisitors. this Province. . He has evoked a s’;:irit MM

That their abettors are to be punished. known te, or unfelt by, the Pmtestan;, of :;,‘.

.Th;xt heresy is to be accommted among public | land, which will lead them courageously .:'
erimes and adjudged greater than the crime of | zéalondy te contend for the faith on‘(,-o d A
high lr«a'aon. ) . ‘ to the saints, and rather than quieseently viell 1o

That iupesitent heretics anc to be burned | the haughty, unmeasared dietation ot':u'w'x ish
alive. priest,do welcame a martye’s doom -and :{

That thiese suspected of heresy, are considered | martyr’s crawh. '
as infamous people and banditti. ) !

That those lavested with civil power are to be
'boun'ri down by -aun oath te prosccute keretics |under his jurisdiction to pray for the couversiog
publich. «».f En.;_'hml to Pepery, we direct the atfem

These atrocious laws were confirmed, or ag- | tion ¢l our readers 1o an articke an qur second
gravated by subsequent Popes. page, in which they will sce the Just exposure

Let our readers ponder also the follewing | Which GAvazzy, au Ttalian Priest, has made re.
facte:— A oently in Londen of “the jumble of ingpheren.

Br. Tro v, a fow years since popish Archbishop | ¢ies throned on the Seven Hills™ ¢ Maniaes”
of Dublin, published an edition of the Bible in | it says, * are found in connesion with that sys.
1816, with a Commentary. Tn his exposition of | tem. such as it new-exhibits its repugnant features
chap. xvii., 6, and xxii., 8, of the book of Reve. | to the world, who talk of tke conversion of Enge
lation, he says, * When Bome puts heretics to | /«nd. God help the silly creatures ™ But read
death, and allows their punishmeht in other | the whole article.
countries, their blood is not called the blood aof | .
saints, no more than the blood of thieves, man-| Although, in the above notice of Dr. Walsh's
killers, or other malefactor§, for the shedding of | * Pastoral Letter,” we have spoken strongly
which no eommon-wealth will answer.” “ﬂ"i"’:t 'P“P'"'.v as a false and persecuting system

In 1816, Dr. Troy's Bible with the Ruexisn | of ""_q"rf'o"v a“f‘ may s.penk ‘—"l""‘l!." as strong in
Nores, was published at Dublin, not only under | our fieture Notices of it, we cherish nothing but
the sanction of Dr. Troy himeelf, but also that of | hearty good-will towards the members of that
Dr. MURRAY, afterwards Archbishep of Dublin, | Church as individuals, and 1""!"’]“," desire their
Dr. REmLLy, primate of Ireland, &c,, and was | conversion to & pure and Christian faith, We
declared by these bishops to centain notking but | know the '?"ﬁc"h.‘:"r."“““c‘.‘_‘"i“g” systom with-
of the | ot wounding the feelings of its eonscientious ad-

what is aqreeable to the doclrine and piety !
Catholic Church. We give the following ex- | berents. Dut he is not really an eneuy who

trActS Sem | speaks the truth—he is our Gest friend who

“ The TRANSLATORS of the English Protestant | Warus us of fatal error and saves us fhom impend-
Bible sheuld be abhorred to the depths of helt *— | ing danger. We shall therefure defiud Evangel
Hev. v, 7. ) ; ical Protestantism, as the, truth of(.hl, trom the

“The good must tolerate the evil, when it is so | rude attacks recently made uvpon it; and shall
strong, that it cannot be redressed witheut dan- | W0t spare the pride, and corruption of Popery,
ger or disturbance of the whele church, other- s a systein branded with divine reprobation, and
wise, where evil men, Le they heretics or other & occupying a criminal and ‘:"""“"'ﬁ"“ position
malefactors, may be punished and suppressed | of antagonism to the Cross of Christ, and the
without hazard of the good, they may and ought | virtue of Lis oue all-sufficient atonciaeut.
by public authevity, either spiritual or temporal, .
be chastised or executed.” Matt. il The best corrective of talse doctrines, and the

« All ProTESTANT CLERGY are THIEvEs, ost effectual opponent of false systems of reli
MURDERERS, and MixIsTERS oF The Drvi | gon, are to be found in.tllc conversion d'sinn'm
—Ileaders of reliellion against the lawful authority | from the * error of their wa:v." 1u- proportion
of the Catholic Priests—they are engaged in a | @8 the work of God advances in the carth, and the

damnable revoll against the priests of God's | number of the actually saved is ‘muitiplied, the

church, which is the bane of aur das's and ceua- | destruetive character of errov, and of false sy
try.” Jokn x, 1. Heb. v, 1. | tems of relizion, beeomes the moere apparent—
« Chrisian people, BIsitoPs especially, should | before the triumphant mnr‘ch of truth they n-cdn
have great zeal uguinst heretics and hate them as ' —and the """"‘""""‘I.““'l"“"." over the couwience
God hates them, and be thus zealous against all | o% the part of falkble "“a‘_" though clothed in
false prophets and keretics of whatever name, after | EOTECOUS apparel, ou_h‘ylfq_' in spl::mlmfr tlw-m':n
the manner of holy Elias, that in zeal killed 450 | of the fabled Bast, is ';“.Wc"‘“l with l_'“’“’ indig-
false prophets.” Rev. xi,, 6, 20. | na‘tion——tln- human mind is emancipated from
“ As the fact of Elias was not reprehended, priestly t.\-ran.ny, anf'l owns nuugl:t supreme but
neither is the Church, ner Christiun Princes’ the :\utl‘loritatn:e. “"-.‘ of ("““L The spread of
blamed by God for putting hecetics to death.” | evangelical _"“I“.'-_!'Oll i, therefore, the most cer-
{ake ix., 55. imiu and ¢éffcetive antidote to the extension of
Itis said, that even Danicl O'Connell, in a full | YoPery-
Catholic Board, Dec. 4 1817, pronounced these
notes teaching hatred to,and the murder of Protest- THE 680D CAUSE PROGRESSING.
ants and not to keep faith with thean,as abominalde,| ot less than we ourselves have our readers
snurderons,dd damnable. But the Church was too | had cause to rejoice at the glad tidings of the
strong for O’Connell, The harlot drunk with blood progress of the cause of God in the lower Prf»
would never denounce the doctrines which sup- | tp0es which we have recently published. We
plied her with that element in ages past, and [ ;.. privileged agaia with being made the medium
which, had she sufficient power, would soon pro- | o¢ t.,m‘mu;,k.ﬂﬁng to the religious public the most
cure for ‘her a fresh supply. See Pike's Anti- delightful intelligence of the continuance and
christ Unmasked, and Ousley's Old Christianity. great extension of the good worl: on the C.HAR-
Want of space preyests us from pursuing this | LorTEToWN CIRCUIT, Which was noticed inout”
subject further this week: but from the state-|last. With pleasure we refer our readers to the
ment of facts above given, our readers may per,| exceedingly interesting communication of the
ceive, without difficulty, that Bishop Walsl's | Rev. F. SMALLW0OD, which appears on he P';
recent and gratuitous attack upon Protestantism ceding page. A serious and pray (.,-fulpernul_ "
will only recoil disastrously on his 8wn influence, | it, cannot but fill the pious man’s heart Wit
on his proud assumption, and o, the cause gene- | gladness, and cause him more earnestly to pra¥
rally which he has so feebly advocated. For [ for a wider diffusion of divine truth, and for &
our own part, however much we regret the { more general influence of Gop, the S'Pll"v o
would-be-oratorical display of misrepresentation, | accompany the labours of the Ministers .
and the true, fiery, anathematical, popish spirit | other members of the Christian ChumLM
on the part of the R. C. Halifax Bishop, we are | are particularly pleased with the truly C

not, on the whole, surry that he has shown, in a | spirit which the “article in question

elivereq

Wil Bishop Walsh is engaging the “fithfll -
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