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CHATS WITH YOUNG 
MEN

Fell

THE IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION

the snow on the Festival’s 
vigil,

And surpliced the city in white.
I wonder who wove the pure flake- 

lets ?
Ask the Virgin—or God—or the 

Night.
I( fitted the Feast ; 'twas a symbol,
And the earth wore the surplice at 

morn.
As pure as the vale’s stainless lily
For Mary the sinlessly born.
For Mary, conceived in all sinless- 

ness,
And the sun, thro’ the clouds of the 

East,
With the brightest and fairest of 

flashes,
Fringed the Surplice of White for 

the Feast.
And ’round the horizon hung cloud

lets,
Pure Stoles to be worn by the 

Feast ;
While the earth and the heavens 

were waiting
For the beautiful Mass of the 

Priest.
I opened my window, half dreaming.
My soul went away from my eyes
And my heart began saying “u 

Marys,”
Somewhere up in the beautiful 

skies.
Where the shadows of sin never 

rested ;
And the angels were waiting to 

hear
The prayer that ascends with 

“Our Father,”
And keeps hearts and the heavens 

so near.

’Hail

you 

” 1

And all the day long—can 
blame me ?

" Hail Mary,” “ Our Father, 
said,

And I think that the Christ and His 
Mother

Were glad of the way that I prayed.
brightAnd I think that the great 

Archangel
Was listening all the day long 
For the echo of every “ Hail Mary 
That soared thro’ the skies, like 

song—
From the hearts of the true and the 

faithful
In ascents of joy or of woe.
Who kissed in their faith and their 

fervor
The Festival’s Surplice of snow.

-Father Abram Ryan i

THE HOLY SEASON OF 
ADVENT

The season of Advent, which 
marks the beginning of the eccles
iastical year, embraces the time be
tween the Sunday nearest to the 
Feast of St. Andrew the Apostle, 
November 8», and the Feast of Our 
Lord’s Nativity. During these 
days the faithful are exhorted to 
prepare by works of penance and 
by prayer for the celebration of the 
anniversary of the Saviour’s coming 
into the world. With beautiful 
appropriateness the Church has 
arranged her liturgy in such a way 
<s to keep before her mind that 
long period from the fall of man to 
the coming of the Redeemer. She 
goes back in spirit to the time be
fore the Incarnation, and in the 
words of the holy men of the ancient 
dispensation, she piays, “Send 
down the dew, ye heavens, from 
above, and let the clouds rain the 
Just One ; let the earth be opened, 
and bud forth the Redeemer.” 
She borrows the language of the 
ardent longing and fervid expres
sion of the Prophets of old, in which 
the prayers of His people ascended 
to His throne, and after receiving 
and answering them, “when the 
fulness ef the time was come, God 
sent His Son, made of a woman, 
made under the law : that He might 
redeem them who were under the 
law-; that we might receive the 
adoption of sons.”

"He came unto his own and His 
own received Him not,” He was 
treated with disdain by those whom 
He would save. And in this twen
tieth century as well as in the first, 
these words are true of the recep
tion accorded Him, on the part of 
His people. The world's unrest at 
the present is a reality. Men are 
seeking peace in life and quiet in 
conscience, and assurance in pros
pect, and they will not permit the 
One B.'ing Who can satisfy their 
longings to come into their lives. 
Advent time is the Church’s prepar
ation for the coming of the Re
deemer, with His grace and truth 
into countless souls. May He come 
even to the thousands who have in 
their pride of knowledge turned 
away from the Saviour's teaching. 
May He illumine the minds and 
strengthen the wills even of those, 
to recognize His saving presence 
and blessed influence in human 
life, so that again it may be said, 
as was said of old : "Le, this is our 
God ; we have waited for Him, and 
He will save ,us ; this is the Lord, 
v.e have patiently waited for Him, 
we shall rejoice and be joyful in 
His salvation.”—The Monitor.

SELF-RELIANCE
Self-reliance breeds courage, 

faith, determination, never-say-die- 
ness.

Self-reliance inspires a man to do 
the best that is in him.

Without self-reliance, the difficul
ties that are common to forging 
ahead cannot be fought and over
come.

Self-reliance is a well-spring of 
hope and inspiration and courage.

It strengthens the will, the brain, 
the aim.

It is a strong pole by which you 
can vault over obstacles.

Lose self-reliance, and you be
come weak, wobbling, vacillating. 
You balk at even the shadow of 
difficulty.

Admit the danger of defeat, and 
you are already half defeated.

It was Foch who declared that a 
battle is never lost until it is morally 
lost. The French had actually lost 
the battle of the Marne, but not 
morally, when he gave the command 
to take the offensive. And hie 
beaten army won.

Archimedes is credited with the 
declaration : “Give me a lever of 
sufficent length and a fulcrum to 
rest it upon, and 1 would move the 
world.”

Yourmodern Archimedsseta about 
making the needed lever and ful
crum. He does not wait to have 
something handed to 'him ; he goes 
after it, and either finds it or 
makes it.

If you have no faith, no reliance 
in yourself, how can you expect 
others to place faith or reliance in 
you 7

Aim high and you may hit high ; 
aim low /and you are little likely to 
hit high.

Don’t be a Uriah Hcep. Strive 
rather to cultivate something of the 
Napoleonic mind—Napoleon not 
only had self-faith, but he inspired 
among others such confidence that 
his presence at a battle was 
accounted worth a hundred thou 
sand men.

Said a veteran editor to me years 
ago : “Don’t put so small a head
ing on that story, or our readers 
may accept your own appraisal of 
it that it is not worth a big head.”

“The world stands aside to let 
anyone pass who knows where he Is 
going,” said David Starr Jordan 
the other day.

Ah ! There you have the kernel 
of the whole matter.

You must know where you are 
going.

The ignorant person has no busi
ness to have self-reliance.

Self-reliance must be well- 
founded ; there must be basis for it.

To be self-reliant will avail you 
nothing if you are incompetent.

You must, before placing confident 
reliance upon self, be justified in 
having self-reliance. * \

Develop robust powers—and exer
cise self reliance in developing them 
to the utmost.

Then develop robust self-reliance.
Learn from others, but don't lean 

on them.
You must do your own track-lay

ing and bridge-building through the 
hilly territory that leads to the land 
of success.

You must depend chiefly on your 
own strong right arm, your own 
well-developed brain.

Possessing these, then go for
ward ; step firm, eyes clear, head 
erect, prompted and propelled by 
unquestioning, unwavering, uncon
querable self-reliance.—The Tablet.

Adam and Eve possessed inParadise. 
This is her prerogative, and the 
foundation of all those salutary 
truths which are revealed to us 
concerning her."

Almost every nation boasts of its 
love and veneration for Our Blessed 
Lady. “ The contemplation of the 
mystery of the Incarnation ” writes 
a fourteen century Archbishop of 
Canterbury, " has shown all Chris
tian nations to venerate her from 
whom came the first beginnings of 
our Redemption.” Mary’s praises 
have been sung in every age and in 
every tongue. The Irish poet, 
Sedulius, the author of the beauti
ful hymn sung daily in the Divine 
office,—A Solis Ortus Cardine— 
quoted by St. Bede in the eighth 
century has written of Mary :

the World’s
To her we sing 
Who bore in time 

Eternal King,
And peerless in the human race has 

v found,
A mother’s joys by virgin honors 

crowned.
, The non-Catholic historian Lecky 
in his history of Rationalism says : 
“ The world is governed by its 
ideals, and seldom if ever has there 
been one which has exercised
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We who can see her in paintings, 
read about her in books and have 
the doctrines concerning her 
frequently expounded, should be 
better than they. We should 
possess a clearer ideal and should 
follow it more tenaciously, for we 
have received more than they have 
received.

The feast of the Immaculate Con
ception has a message every year, 
but to Catholic women who this 

8 j year enjoy greater privileges and 
more profound and a more salutary greater responsibilities, it comes as 

♦!»>•> th- —',i—-----1 an inspiration for them to carry on
F' U Ml n C ^ n A ul . — f il.., f vinf in n

influence than the mediaeval con
ception of the Virgin. For the first 
time woman was elevated to her 
rightful position, and the sanctity 
of weakness was recognized as well 
as the sanctity of sorrow. No 
longer the slave or the toy of man, 
no longer associated only with ideas 
of degradation and of sensuality, 
women rose in the person of the 
Virgin Mother into a new sphere, 
and became the object of a 
reverential homage of which 
antiquity had no conception. In 
those holy maidens who for love of 
Mary have separated themselves 
from all the glories and pleasures 
of the world to seek in fastings and 
vigils and humble charity to render 
themselves worthy of her btnedic- 
tion ; in the new sense of honor, in 
the chivalrous respect, in the soften
ing of manners, in the refinement of 
tastes displayed in all the walks of 
society—in these and in many ways 
we detect its influence. All that 
was best in Europe clusters around 
it, and it is the origin of many of 
the purest elements in our civiliza
tion.”

The sight of the Mother and the 
child presented to the eyes of 
onlookers in the bookless ages by 
means of the masterpieces of great 
artists which have no counterpart 
today, kept enshrined in the hearts 
of the people the love of God and 
His Blessed Mother. Generation 
after generation has viewed these 
paintings reduplicated innumerably 
through the ages, and drawn 
inspiration, courage, and mercy 
from what they represent.

Christ’s work of the Christian 
emancipation of women according 
to the ideals portrayed by Mary. 
Woman’s complete intellectual, 
moral, social and religious emanci
pation can come only through 
Christ, and from Him through 
Mary.—The Pilot.
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OUR BOYS AND GIRLS
MARY 1MMACULATA

Mother, whose virgin bosom w 
uncrost

With the least shade of thought to 
sin allied ;

Woman, above all women glorified
Our tainted nature’s solitary boast ;
Purer than foam on central ocean 

tost ;
Brighter than Eastern skies at day

break strewn
With fancied roses, than the 

unblemished moon
Before her wane begins on Heaven’s 

blue coast.
Thy image falls to earth.
Yet some, I ween
Not unforgiven the suppliant knee 

might bend.
As to a visible power, in which did 

blend
All that was mixed and reconciled 

in thed
love with maidenOf

Of

mother’s 
purity, 

high with 
terrene.

low, celestial with

Paris, Oct. 28. — M. Franklin- 
Bouillon, recently dispatched on an 
extraordinary mission to Mustapha 
Kemal for the purpose of concluding 
peace in the Near East, has just 
returned to Paris in the company of 
Father Ludovic, of the Assumption- 
ist Order. Some of his political 
friends appeared greatly surprised 
at the cordiality existing between 
the religious and the statesman, for 
Franklin-Bouillon, before his defeat 
in the elections of 1919, was one of 
the most prominent representa
tives of radical-anti-clericalism in 
the Chamber of Deputies. Seeing 
him in the company of Father 
Ludovic, many of his friends were 
quick to remind him of this fact.

“When l think,” Franklin-Bouil
lon replied, shrugging his shoulders, 
" that I was among those who voted 
for the expulsion of the religious 
congregations ! How I deplore it 
today !”

“Do not deplire it,” Father 
Ludovic said to him. “ If we had 
not been expelled, would we have 
had an opportunity to defend the 
prestige of France abroad ?”
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THE IMMACULATE 
CONCEPTION

The feast of the Immaculate Con
ception commemorates the uiBque 
privilege that the Blessed Virgin 
enjoyed of being born free from the 
stain of original sin. Immaculate 
in birth she remained immaculate 
in life. Without spot or blemish 
her image falls across humanity as 
the fairest flower in God’s great 
garden. As St. Bernard sa>s " she 
distills the sweet odor of flowers, 
the violet of humility, the lily of 
chastity, and the rose of charity.”

The feast that we celebrate on the 
8th of December is the greatest of 
her feasts, for it is really a sum
mary of the whole story of the 
Incarnation. The mystery of the 
Immaculate Conception is the prep
aration made on earth by the Holy 
Ghost that the House of Gold might 
be a fitting dwelling place for the 
Son of God.

Cardinal Newman puts the doc
trine of the Immaculate Conception 
in this way : “ Mary's Redemption 
was determined in that special 
manner which we call the Immacu
late Conception. It was decreed 
not that she would be cleansed 
from sin, but that she should, 
from the first moment of her being, 
be preserved from sin ; so that the 
Evil One never had any part in her. 
Therefore she was a child of Adam 
and Eve as if they had never fallen ; 
she did not share with them their 
sin ; she inherited the gifts and 
graces and more than those, which
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AN EPOCH IN THE RAILWAY HISTORY OF CANADA
The recent appointment of Sir Henry 

Thornton as President of the Canadian 
National Railways, and his coming to 
Canada to take up the stupendous task 
of managing the greatest single railway 
system in the world, marks an epoch in 
the railway history of Canada.

Canada has adopted the policy or 
public ownership of thousands of miles 
of railway, which formerly comprised 
a number of separate systems, each 
under its own management, namely: 
the Canadian Northern, Grand Trunk 
Pacific and Grand Trunk Railway 
System, together with the Canadian 
Government Railways comprising the 
Intercolonial Railway, Prince Edward 
Island Railway and the National 
Transcontinental. On October 10, when 
the first meeting of the new Board of 
Directors was held at Toronto, these 
various systems were amalgamated into 
the consolidated system of Canadian 
National Railways, and all placed under 
one President undone Board of Directors.

In this far-flung system, the people 
of Canada not only own over 22,000 
miles of railway lines, touching every 
important city and seaport in the 
Dominion, but also a telegraph and 
cable service reaching with its asso
ciated lines, 75,000 points in Canada, 
United States and Mexico; a fleet of 
merchant ships comprising the Canadian 
Government Merchant Marine, carry
ing Canadian products over the seven 
seas; a fleet of modern passenger steam
ers operating up and down the Pacific 
Coast; freighters and cr.Merries on the 
Great Lakes; a chain of palatial hotels; 
the Canadian National Express Com
pany. and other properties throughout 
the country. All this represents a 
very large investment from which 
the new President and Board of Direc
tors believe Canada will eventually 
derive material benefit.

Sir Henry Thornton, the newly 
appointed President comes to Canada 
with an enviable record, having had 
wide experience and signal success 
in directing the management and Gyra
tion of various important railway 
systems in the United States, England 
and on the continent. But to make 
the National Railways a success the 
co-operation of the people of Canada 
is necessary, and it is the duty of every 
true Canadian to assist in making this 
property the national asset it should be.

Doubtless, at this time it will l>c of 
interest to learn something of the early 
history and upbuilding of the roads 
now embraced in the Canadian National 
Railways. It must be remembered 
that it is less than a hundred years 
ago since the first stretch of railway in 
Canada was built.

In 1832, a charter was granted to the 
company of the Champlain and St. 
Lawrence Railroad for a yrtage road 
16 miles long from La Prairie op the 
St. Lawrence to St. Johns on the 
Richelieu, to facilitate the handling of 
traffic between Montreal and New York. 
In 1836, this line was opened for traffic. 
The rails, unlike the solid steel ones of 
to-day, were of wood, with strap iron 
on the upper surface, and the crudely 
constructed coaches were drawn by 
horses.

In 1837 the proprietors imported an 
engine and engineer, the first to be used 
in Canada, a rakish little engine that 
rattled along at less than twenty miles 
an hour.
. In 1847 it w-as decided to build a 
road from Montreal to Lachine to 
replace the earlier stage route around 
the rapids. These pioneer roads, the 
first connecting Montreal with the 
outer world, were some twenty years 
later absorbed by the Grand Trunk 
System.

In 1852 the rails were extended to 
St. I^ambert opposite Montreal, and 
southward to Rouse's Point, on Lake

Champlain. While this considerably 
shortened the trip to New York, it 
was still no easy journey, entailing 
two changes—first, the trip across the 
river by ferry to St. Lambert, thence by 
train to Lake Champlain, and a second 
change to the boat going southward 
down Lake Champlain and the Hudson 
River. In this year the act to incor
porate the Grand Trunk of Canada was 
passed and construction commenced.

By this time the interest in the new 
method of travel had amounted to a 
railway mania, and companies sprang 
up practically over night, applying 
for charters to build roads here and there, 
mostly for short distances, in the 
Maritimes, Quebec and Ontario, for at 
that time the great north-west was 
known to the fur-traders alone, and per
haps a few missionaries.

Dozens of charters were granted in the 
fifties, but the next pioneer road to be 
completed also drew its traffic largely 
from Montreal. That was the St. 
Lawrence and Atlantic, opened in 1853 
between Longcuil, opposite Montreal, 
and Portland, Maine.

In 1854, several projects that had 
been entered into by the Grand Trunk 
were amalgamated by Act of Par
liament. In this year the line from 
Quebec to Richmond was opened, link
ing Montreal with the east as well as 
the south. In 1855 the line from 
Montreal to Brock ville was opened. 
By the end of the following year the 
steel was extended from Brockville to 
Toronto, and on westward to Sarnia. 
Building was also going ahead to the 
eastward, extending as far as Rivière 
du Loup, making a total of 872 miles 
under Grand Trunk management in 
I860. The total mileage in Canada 
at this time was 1,880 miles.

Prior to 1847, no railroads had been 
built in the Maritime Provinces, except 
a coal tramway in Nova Scotia from the 
Albion coal mines to tide water. 
But in 1858, a line from Halifax to 
Truro was completed and by 1867 
extended to Pictou Landing, while in 
1860 a route from St. John to Shediac 
had been established. Surveys had 
also been made for a line to continue 
from Truro to connect the Maritimes 
with the other provinces, but nothing 
was done until after Confederation in 
1867, when the building of this connect
ing link was made a condition of 
entrance into the confederation. The 
Dominion Government undertook the 
task, and by 1876 the 500 miles between 
Truro and Rivière du Loup were opened 
for traffic throughout. The line fjom 
Halifax to Truro and several other lines 
in the Maritimes had been purchased 
by the federal government, arid the 
entire system was called the Inter
colonial Railway. Three ycïrs later the 
federal government purchased a line 
from Rivière du Loup to Point Lévis 
from the G.T.R. In 1898, the govern
ment purchased the Drummond County 
Railway, Chaudière to Ste. Rosalie, 
and made arrangements with the G.T.R. 
for joint usage of their line from Ste. 
Rosalie to Montreal.

In the meantime the Grand Trunk 
Railway, .by extension and acquisition 
had covered the Province of Ontario 
with a network of lines, and had in 
1882 absorbed the Great Western 
Railway. It had also extended its 
main line to Chicago, the great traffic 
centre of the continent.

Forseeing the development of Western 
Canada, the management of the Grand 
Trunk Railway System conceived the 
idea of constructing a new transcon
tinental line from coast to coast. It 
was to extend through the fertile 
timber lands of northern Quebec and 
Ontario to Winnipeg, on westward 
through the great prairie pro- 

‘ Y. " * ’ ~

t practically unexplored mountain king, 
dom of the Canadian Rockies, fol
lowing along the central valleys of 
British Columbia to Prince Rupert.

In 1903 the Grand Trunk Pacific 
Railway and the Dominion Govern
ment agreed to co-operate on this 
transcontinental line and to build it 
in two grand divisions. The western 
division to be known as the Grand 
Trunk Pacific, extending from Winnipeg 
to Prince Rupert, and comprising a 
mileage of 1,755 miles, to be built by 
the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway. 
The eastern division, comprising 1.804 
miles east of Winnipeg, to be built by 
the Canadian Government under the 
supervision of the Commissioners of the 
Transcontinental Raihvay, and leased 
to the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway for 
a period pf fifty years. So that, by 
1914, the Grand Trunk and the Grand 
Trunk Pacific Railway together com
prised over 7,500 miles of rails; operated 
boats on the Pacific coast between 
Seattle, Vancouver, Victoria, Prince 
Rupert and Alaska ports; huge grain 
elevators at various important tide
water and lake terminals, and a chain 
of splendid hotels.

Out in the Province of Manitoba, 
through a rich but sparsely settled 
section, in 1896, appeared the rails of 
a hundred mile stretch of road which 
was to be the nucleus of the trans
continental line of the Canadian North
ern Railway.. Its birth took place 
in an auspicious hour, for news of the 
wonderful fertility of the vSst Canadian 
west, with its free grants of land, had 
spread practically abound the world. and 
a great tide of immigration was rolling 
into the country. From Great Britain, 
Europe and the United States a con
stant stream of settlers came; towrns 
sprang up over night, as it were; settlers 
clamored for railways; the line spread 
as if by magic, westward to Winnipeg 
and eastward to Port Arthur at the 
head of lake navigation, and the lines 
of the Northern Pacific Railway in 
Manitoba were acquired, giving con
nection with the great rail arteries of 
the Western States, so that in 1901, 
the Canadian Northern had 975 miles 
of rails’ under its control. The 
steel soon crept up the rich, fertile 
valley of the North Saskatchewan 
River to Edmonton. Lines were ac
quired in the eastern part of Canada 
and linked together, and by 1905 the 
;otal mileage of the system amounted 
to approximately 2,816 miles. In the 
next hve years the mileage was almost 
doubled. By 1915 the line had crept 
westward to Edmonton, pierced the 
Rockies and proceeded down the Fraser 
Valley to Vancouver, on the Pacific 
Coast. At the same time it acquired 
and extended lines in the cast, so that 
its total mileage in that year amounted 
to 9,362 miles.

The outbreak of war, and its effects 
on finance, resulted in a condition which 
compelled the Government to take 
over these component parts now forming 
the Canadian National Railways, but 
until the present, the Grand Trunk 
and the Canadian National Railways, 
while forming a coordinated system, 
has each been under its own board of 
management. The appointment of Sir 
Henry Thornton and the new Board of 
Directors marks the beginning of the 
complete amalgamation under one Pre
sident and one Board of Management.

The past two years have seen a 
substantial reduction in the deficit 
of the National lines and there is every 
reason to believe that the coining year 
will see this deficit further reduced. 
It is the aim of the new management 
to make the" Canadian National Railway!
service conform to such a high standard 
that it will merit the confidence and

vinces, through Yellowhcad Pass and ' support of the Canadian people
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