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GREGORY'S_ AMBITION.

Gregory Walsh grew up to be
eighteen years old, living from day to
day without any thought of the future, |
He was an indolent, good-natured, self- |
indulgent, and pretty ignorant country |
lad, who hud come to town after the
death of his shiftless parents (who were |
carried off almost together with typhoid |
fever), and had found work in a foundry |
and machine shop, He had only one
tie that hound him to the old life—his |
love for his sister, Monica, who was
two years younger than himself and
who had gone to serviee in a neighbor-
ing farmer’s family.

The home in which Gregory was
reared was not one likely to fill him
with high ideals or spur him to some
noble ambition. His father had been a
poor blacksmith's helper, living in a
rented house, with a few acres of
ground attached, and had never had
any schooling himself or any idea of
giving an education to his son. The
mother was a sickly, slatternly, gossipy
woman, who had no thought above her
condition, except in a dull, hopeless |
way to envy the wife of the blacksmith
or the prosperous truckers of that
region.

Gregory grew up, a frequent truant
from school, when he was sent there, |
which was not long nor regularly, for he |
was put out to work at odd jobs almost
as soon as he was fit to use a rake or
drive cows to pasture. |

When the boy was over fifteen years
old, his parents died and then he was
taken to rear by his father's sister and
her husband. They found work for him
in the machine shop, near the crossing
where the man himself was employed as
flagman on a railroad.

There were already five children in
the family, which occupied a tenement
in the squalid part of the town. These
children were growing up in dirt nd
neglect. The father
to instruet them, and at night, when he
came home from his work, he was too
tired to mind them. He was usually
met with stories of their mishehavior,
told by his wife, to which he |
listened and which he
nored, except when liquor fired
heart and stirred within him the par-
ental sense of duty to give thema beat-
ing.

The mother scolded and slapped them
from early morning till late at night.
Her loud voice was after them almost
all the time. Her only idea of training
them was to “‘jaw'’ them and whip them
after they had done what she thought
was wrong.

In these surroundings Gregory had
lived for nearly three years, apparently
contented, with food, soiled
clothes, a small shared with two
of his cousins, and the prospeets of be-
coming a laborer. His
spent on the doorstep, or playing base-
ball on a lot near the railroad erossing,
or with a gang of other r ther tough
young fellows on the r near the
saloon,

It happened that in the closing week
of May the last lecture of the
held under the auspices of the local
branch of the Young Men's Institute
was to be given in the parish hall. Tt
was to be delivered by a lawyer from
Cinecinnati, who had himself risen from
a printer's case to 2 fairly prominent
and remunerative position at the bar.
His subject was to be ** Ambition."”

The assistant foreman of the shop in
which Gregory worked, who was a
(Catholie, bought a ticket when asked
to do so to help the society along, but
not caring to go himself, as he was hard
of hearing from the effects of his ex-
perience in a boiler factory when he was
learning his trade, he said to himself :

“T'U give it
seems to have
him,"

Accordingly he presented the card to
Gregory Walsh.

Gregory was not anxious to go and
hear the lecture. He had never been
to a lecture and imagined that it would
he a sort of sermon. Besides, he would
have to wash himself thoroughly and
put on the cheap suit that he ealled his
“Sunday best.”” Moreover, he had little
idea what ambition
not attracted by the word. However.
he thanked the assistant foreman -— not
knowing the reason why the latter had
bestowed this favor on him, and finally
decided to go.

The lecture was a clever piece of
work, Tt wae witty, humorous, pathe-
tic and inspiring by turns. Now the
audience were moved to laughter and
applause; and anon they felt called to
tears. And it waseloquently delivered.
The lawyer was an orator. His words
rolled out in a flood of melody. His
diction was full and choice. His voice
was strong, mellow, and finely modu-
lated.

To Gregory the lecture was a revela-
tion. Never had he heard a man speak
as that man spoke. Some of what was
said was above his comprehension, but
what he did understand he took in at
once and appreciated it. He laughed
ind cried by turns. He marvelled at
the wisdom and the self-confidence ol
the orator. He enjoyed the illustra-
tions, the anecdotes, the jokes. They
stuck in his memory to stay forever.

Finally the speaker said: Have an
objeet in life. Set your mark high.
Don’t think of yourself alone, but plan
unselfishly also for others. Let your
life count, like one needed note in the
chord of mankind’s answer to the sum-
mons of the Creator to be of use in the
world. Have a noble ambition and be
true to it. It will raise you up to its
own level. Like the magnet drawing
the needle, it will attract you from
lower aims, from environment, from
baser motives, and from the midst of
difficulties, onward and upward, to the
starry heights of an ideally useful and
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Amidst the roar of applause that fol-
lowed this peroration, while the orator
was bowing vin and again to the en-
thusiastic plaudits of the audience,
Gregory sat silent. ‘‘ Have an object
in life; have an ambition.”” That was
all he remembered of the beautiful pas-
sage. But he remembered that as if it
was engraved on his memory in letters
of living light. ‘‘ Have an object in
life; have an ambition."

He picked up his hat, as he sawother

s—

to the fellow here who |

meant and he was |

altruistic manbood fit for the sons of |

men doing, and walked out of the hall
with the erowd, while the
played the finale.
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How often do we see two men meet who
are on the best of terms, and
good toward each other that they in the word of God, the
vite each other to ‘come and have a | faith inthe Church which Christ
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o drunk- |
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for it. On the contrar were  the
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immeasurably, and public morals would
be vastly improved.

S Oftentimes a man who is accustomed
to a glass *for his stomach's sake ' pro-
ceods when he feels the need for it to
have a drink, as he ealls it. Once in-
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Findled in his heart. He held his head | Under date of July 24 she eayes In | gamo treatment. So it is in this way | learned.

up higher and a brave light shone in some respects this has heen the most \ that a man drinks more than he would | What are these things, O Lord ?

his eve. Even in the dark and dirty wonderful day of the trip. We are ad-| liberty to drink : , and That thou shouldst conform in all

foundry he was transfigured. Y| mitted with a party to see the Pope. | his personal desires, not | things thy desive to My good pleasure ;
\\'In-.l- this determination fixed itself We learned before leaving Rome that “‘ to a X‘\'!:n‘ni«'.\l code of so- | and that thou be not a lover of thyseil,

a party of pilgrims
to Rome on Hohenzollern and
thought we would like to join in, but

were going

in Gregory's will, he noticed the young
girl who had sought the assistant fore-

man passing along the street by the | . A
bie gate. He watched her as she | never dreamed it would be possible.
g gate. g : |

| We talked of it to every one who could
| give us any informat ion, and on the way
from Naples to Rome we rode in the |
| same compartment with a priest from
| Boston and his sister. [ learned from
| him that the pilgrims would be re-|
| ceived in audierce on Thursday, but
wsked. | that only a limited number would be
“ Tt was fipe, sir,”’ he answered. | admitted. We |t,‘1ll'll(‘jl t!:o name pl the
«Well, I suppose you're so full of | conductor of _the pilgrimage, Father
ambition this morning you intend to [ Porcile, of New '\nrk. \_\u all four
buy out the firm and own the shop 2" | went over to see him last I]l:‘llf.vl)llt he
This was said jocosely, with an inter- | could give us no assurance, We kept |
rogation inflection. ‘~ up our spirits, hn\\;e\ °r, and met the |
But there was no answering simper | pilgrims at Mass at 9 o clock and were
on Gregory's face. Instead, he said | “l(e"“"“"l :ul,nnttwl to the private gar-
very gravely. dens of the Pope :l!lﬂ thcn’ to the audi-
‘It did make me think of something, | €nce with His Holiness. The Popc isa
sir, an' I'd be glad if you'd tell me how dear old man. He held his hands on
| to do.” : my head and blessed me, also hu](l both
“How to do?  Well, you must first his lmnd:* out for me to take in mine
tell me what you want to do." and to kiss his ring. Of course he did |
| T want to know how to get some the same to the others. 1 had six ros
iwhnnlin'. an’ be a smart man, an’ got | ries on ey wrist, which re al
to be a master mechanic or a foreman blessed. It wis all most wonderful.”"
like vou.' Miss l‘:\(l\\‘;\ll.:\(lvr' rfp(,':\ks of Im.r visit
|« Whew!" whistled the assistant fore- to the Mamertine prison, and ov!(lonll)
| man. **You're getting on pretty fast. forgets for the moment to question, as
| That lecture must have riveted itself in | %9 many of her co-religionists do, the
[ your mind and clinched the boits on the £ that St. R
| other side. But it's dinner time now, sits to the Churches of the Gesu and
and I must be off, for my little sister :l‘nd St. I,M,W"/‘“ are (ll‘!i(’l“l‘l)(‘ll, also the
Irene, who is a pet of mine, found her Castle of St. Angelo, the “Quo Vadis
way down here the chm-.('h and the ( atv:wmnvhs, t}u- ( hurch
fivst time in her life, to ask me to get a uf St. John L:\tl-r‘:m, St. Paul's, »St.
half day off and take her to the circus }(‘L A and “““ (“,l‘“"l"'“ Monastery.
this afternoon for her birthday. Sol The singing at St. Peter’s comes in for
must hurry off. But you come to me at | 1t share of praise, and the church
the office to-morrow noon or to-MoOrrow “.*‘(‘“ '“”"‘l her with *‘awe and admira-
night and I'll do what I ean for you." tion.”” Describing the Pope in a letter
Thanking him, Gregory hastened to to a friend, she says ; )
his own dinner, thinking to himsell : “ He is a lovely old man, ninety-two
“So that is his sister, is it? No won- | years of age, and was dressed all in

walked toward the trolley car line. She
was indeed a dainty picture of budding
maidenhood. Oh! if Monica could only
look like that !

At noon time the assistant foreman
Giresory near the door.
“How did you like the lecture 2" he

met

e A ing. ¥
this morning, 1

|

| . hi 3 0 ‘heele ar he

| der she is his pet and that he canrefuse ] white. He was wheeled around the
her nothing !’ room and we all had our turns in heing

| The result of Gregory’s conference blessed. I knelt down and he put his

J\ with the assistant foreman, to whom | hands on my head, blessed me, held out

both hands for me to take and then
held up his ring, which T kissed aceord-
ing to the I had previousl
purchased six rosaries, which I held o
my arm, and which were, of cour
blessed. Was it not fine 2 Iread y«
calendar this morning, where you mei
| tioned about seeing the Pope's toe. Do
you remember it ? Wasn't it stre
l should happen to-day ? 'T'his experience
took the entire morning. We
fore G to begin preparations and did no
et back till after 1, but it was a won-
derful expe

the young man diselosed his ambition to

oducate and refine his sister, without

saying what ideal he had in mind fnx"
|

custom.

her, was that he bezgan a course of
study. One of his ecousins gave him
lessons in spelling, writing, history and
geography, and the assistant foreman
himself taught him arithmetic, algebra
and geometry. It was hard, hard, hard
| work, Often Gregory grew faint
hearted, but the assistant foreman, who
was a St. Vincent de Paul man, en-
couraged him to go on, and the vision
| of a beautiful cultured sister helped
| him forward.

e it

rose bhe

) . » Bac r L hag
By S‘v]xtvmhr\r Gregory's wages were ot Lame Back jlyl Lumbag« :

ol s S e ) No need of that now. That sort ofpain ear
raised and the increase Was used to | pa knocked out in ghort order, for Polson's
| send Monieca to a convent academy, in ,\"-r\'ilir.n-, which u,ll\'x‘ lunn mmnw-r‘xhlm

. TR 2 _. . +. | any other, penefrates A& ones rough the
which the Sisters had been made in= | {008 ‘raaches the source of sufforing, drives
| torested in the case, and who agreed to | it out snd thus gives relief almosy instan 1y

| called * coodfellowship.’

| .
were also “ of united prayer in obtaining the com-
|

Rowe. |

| but earnestly zealous that My will may
¢ 1t is a mistake to suppose that the | be done.

invitation to drink always implies good- ‘
fellowship, for quite often the one who |
invites does not do so much because of |

ly hu thee on 3 but consider whether
it be for My honor or thine own interest

any good feeling as from a desire to ‘ that thou art more moved.
avoid the appearance of meanness. If thou hast no other view but Me,

thou wilt be well contented with what-

“Viewed in any light, the treating i d
ever Ishall ordain ; but, if there lurk

habit is one of the worst of habits. It

makes men drunkards against their | in thee anything of self-seeking, behold
will. When men shall have gotten this it is that hinders thee and troubles
from under its tyranny thee.

Take care, then, not to rely too much
upon any preconceived desire, before
thou hast consulted Me ;
thou afterwards repent, or be displeased
with that which before pleased thee,
and which thou didst zealously desire
as the best.

hut one class that will regret it—the
saloonkeeper ; thousands of homes will
be gladdened, and goodfellowship will
recover its dignity, and cease to be
a barroom burlesque.”

lest perhaps
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Our Special Mission. : kg
Through the early Christians the BABY'S OWN TABLETS.
world was converted from paganism, : - i :
and it must be through the Christians | Help Little Babies and Big Children in
- All Their Mi Iinesses

of our day that the world is converted
back to faith and the Church. Tt is
the special mission of the League of

When your child—whether it is a big
child or little baby — suffers from
stomach or bowel troubles of any kind,
is nervous, fidgety or cross and doesn’t
sleep well, give Baby's Own Tablets.
This medicine is the quickest and
surest eure—and the safest, because it
contains no opiate or harmful drug.
No matter how young or how

| the Sacred Heart of Jesus to make use

ing of His kingdom. This is the end
of our Apostleship of Prayer. More-
over, the devotion to the Sacred Heart
has arisen in the world as a last effort
| of God’'s love to conquer the world to

Himself. After a century f‘r treachery your little one is the Tablets can be
“:\nd decelt and ruin rmu'!ius_; {roi the | piven with a certainly that the i st
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