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the other hand. Cardinal Merry del 
Val aaye: "If the French Govern-
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ment, animated by most equitable 
sentiments, should create for the 
Church in France a situation which 
at least would not ignore her essen­
tial right, the Holy See, even while 
not admitting the principle of se­
paration, might tolerate such a 
situation in order to avoid worse 
evils as it has done in regard to 

other countries.”
Every action of the French Gov­

ernment Shows an entirely stupid 
and senseless desire to injure and 
humiliate the Church and its Su­
preme Head; and those who, like 
Mr. Goldwin Smith, desire to see 
Catholicity overturned in Europe, 
are astute enough to perceive the 

mistake the French Government has 

cotmnttted.

menta of France who for over four- 
I teen centuries upheld the Christian 
Faith at such sacrifices as to have
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NEW YEAR.
The old year, 1906, is now but 

memory. It has vanished into the 
past, taking with it our sorrows as 
well as our joys, hopes and aspira­
tions, leaving us nothing but regret 
for the things we have not accom­
plished, or happiness that our bright­
est anticipations have been realized. 
And so we give 1907 a timid wel­
come, for, inasmuch as we have been 
deficient in the past, we liavo to 

bring our failures with us, they are 
part of us now, and so our standard 
will be taken. The future may have 
much in store. The proportion will 
be in keeping with our efforts, and 
though trials may be almost more 
than we can bear, we have the su­
preme assurance that we are not tried 
beyond our strength. After all, the 
space of time given us is very small, 
our little day is short, therefore it 
behooves us to spend it well. And 
while the years go into the dim, 
shadowy past, and all that wo held 
dear, still the great white book 
remains forever, upon whose pages 
an indelible record is kept. On our­
selves devolves the task of writing 
these pages, let us sec to it that a 
stainless record will be read on that 
day, when the Angel of the Apoca­
lypse, trumpet to mouth, heralds us 
before the God of Justice, mercy 
will be past, to answer either' for 
our remissness or to be commended 
for our fulfilment of the law.

1907 is with us now. Cheer and 
good wishes arc abroad in the land, 
so we sincerely ask our subscribers 
and friends to accept our best 
wishes for a very happy New Year, 
and assure them of our deep grati- 
tade for their generous and loyal 
support.

'the most Chris-

FRANCE AND THE CHURCH.

In his latest deliverance on the re­
ligious question in France, Mr. Gold­
win Smith says there is no inclina­
tion shown to injure the Church. 
This is a very extraordinary state­
ment. After clearing every vestige 
of religion out of every school 
France, and after despoiling and 
breaking up the system of Catholic 

religion throughout the land, the 
Government was not satisfied. How­
ever, according to Mr. Goldwin 
Smith, there was no inclination 
shown to injure the Church. Yet 
what did the Government do ? It 
had the palaces of the pontifical re­
presentative in Paris searched. Why? 
We think that Cardinal Merry del 
Val tells the whole reason in the 
communique that he hah addressed 
be the diplomatic representatives. 
Therein he ‘ says that the violent 
expulsion 6t the Papal representative 
and the carrying off from his palace 
of his papers constitute an act with­
out modem parallel among civilized 
nations. Thé; carrying off of the 
cypher with whfch the French gov­
ernment through the copies of dea- 

, patches kept by the French telegraph 
offices is able to take cognizance of 
all correspondence In cypher of the 
Holy See I» the gravest offence 
mitted against civUfaed powers. Yet, I

BOYCOTT ON FRENCH GOODS 
BEGUN.

Intense indignation has been arous­
ed in the breasts of the Catholics 
of the United States and Canada by 
the brutality of the French Govern­
ment towards the Catholics of the 
nation they rule so despotically. We 
are gratified at this manifestation of 
the loyalty of the Catholic body to 
their religion and the Holy Father.

The present Government of Francô 
was selected from among the worst 
classes of the nation—Atheists, So­
cialists, Radicals, Anarchists, from 
whom came also the murderers of 
the benevplcnt Empress of Austria, 
as well as the Presidents of two 
Republics, Messrs. Carnot and Mc­
Kinley, besides other statesmen - of 
eminence.

The name of Republic has been dis­
graced by the conduct of the pseudo- 
Republic of France, the motto of 
which should be «'Slavery, tyranny 
and Terrorism," instead of "Liberty, 
Equality and Fraternity."

His Emfnencp Cardinal Gibbons, 
Archbishop Bruchési, and a large 
number of prelates of Canada and 
the United States have already ex­
pressed their condemnation of the 
French Government, and sympathy 
with the suffering Catholics of 
France: but so long as action is 
confined to protests, we fear the 
government will be quite unconcern­
ed. If the Catholics of this con­
tinent boycott French importations, 
it will be a lesson to the French 
manufacturers and operatives to 
open their eyes to the fact that the 
Catholics of the world can easily 
punish them from keeping in power 
a brutal government which has no 
rcjgard for the laws of civilization. 
Let the Catholics of this continent 
not buy their goods.

It will be seen that the Catholics 
of Huron County, Ont., have taken 
this practical action, as the fol­
lowing despatch to the Toronto 
Globe will show:

Seaforth, Ont., Dec. 28.—Indigna­
tion at the manner in which their 
ChuVch has been treated by the 
Government in France has induced 
members of the Roman Catholic faith 
in Huron county to pledge themselves 
not to purchase any goods of 
French manufacture until satisfactory 
redress has been made. This action 
was taken at largely attended meet­
ings of Catholic congregations in 
the county on Christmas Day, when 

perplexing difficulties bearing on

earned the title of 
tian nation.’

"We regret that for some years 
past the evident trend of successive 
Governments of France has been to­
wards driving religion out of the no­
tion. M. Briand, the present Minis­
ter of Public WorAip, in an address 
to the school teachers at Amiens, 
said recently: 'The time has come 
to root up from the minds of French 
children the ancient faith which has 
served its purpose, and to replace 
it with the light or free-thought. It 
is time to get rid of the Christian 
idea. We have hunted Jesus out of 
the army, the navy, the schools, the 
hospitals, insane and orphan asylums 
and law courts, and now we must 
hunt Him out of the State alto­
gether.'

"That while our indignation 
chiefly directed against the Govern­
ment of France, and not against the 
people as a whole, yet we cannot 
regard the people generally as blame­
less on account of their apathy and 
indifference, more than their hostil­
ity, to religion: and to emphasize 
our disapprobation of the attitude 
of both Government and people, we 
hereby pledge ourselves not to buy 
any goods of French manufacture 
until the wrongs inflicted -on the 
Church be fully redressed.

"That these resolutions be com­
municated to the principal Journals 
of Canada and the United States 
for publication, to the Knights 
Columbus and other fraternal so­
cieties, and to such other persons as
may be deemed proper."

The ball thus set rolling, we think 
will not stay its course till it has 
gone through America from the At­
lantic to the Pacific. Let our Ca­
tholic societies and press keep 
rolling.

DEATH

the
the situation in France were dis­
cussed with freedom, and as a re­
sult resolutions embodying the boy­
cott clause were passed. The voice 
from Huron county, it was explain­
ed at the meetings, is making itself 
heard in its feeble way in the hope 
that French manufacturers and ope­
ratives may be taught that t*t> long 
as they retain an atheistic and per­
secuting government, their silks, 
wines, gloves and countless other 
articles will not be bought by Ca­
tholics of countries where freedom of 
worship exists. It was further 
pointed out that to Canada and the 
United States the French people 
shipped $90,000,000 worth of goods 
each year, so that' the boycott, were 
it taken up in these two countries, 
would strike home with force.

Mr. James L. Killoran, barrister, 
presided at the Seaforth meeting-- 
and his Honor Judge B. L. Doyle at 
the Goderich gathering. The resolu­
tions, which suni up the result of 
the meetings, ore as follow»:

"That we, the Catholics of

OF THE ENGLISH EDU­
CATION BILL.

Since our former hopeful comments 
upon the English Education Bill 
were * published, the measure has 
been withdrawn and the London Tab­
let rejoices that sudh is the end 
and fate of the attempted legisla­
tion. The Irish Party made 
splendid fight for Catholic rights 
and won almost all they had con­
tended for. In some directions 
least Catholic opinion is not quite 
easy in regard to the wisdom 
the Lords in barring all possibility 
of compromise. The Catholic He­
rald, for instance, says:

“It is doubtful whether the Ca­
tholics will ever again have a 
chance of obtaining the concessions 
which the Irish party, by its in­
fluence, succeeded in drawing from 
the Government, and which were 
prevented from taking effect by those 
who, for the sake of a chance of hob­
nobbing with a belted earl, would 
sacrifice the concessions arranged by 
mere representatives of the people. 
Amongst the many evil effects of 
the dropping of the bill will be the 
kindling of a rancour which may 
cause the school authorities to be 
more exacting dn reference to the sui- , jy|r c 
tability of school buildings. Let us 
hope that this may not be so. but 
the best that can be said is that 
the offfcious zeal of the Catholics 
who were inveigled into an "on thie 
knee" process before their hereditary 
legislators by which they set aside 
the services of the Irish Parliament­
ary Party, has not done anything 
towards promoting a good under­
standing with the Liberals. Irrecon- 
cilables and extremists are not al­
ways found to be sincere, and can 
never be trusted with party manage­
ment. Trustworthy Catholic lead­
ers have declared that the con­
cessions of the Government are the 
best that can be expected, in view 
of the fact—and where is the use of 
arguing it ?—that this is a Protest­

ât the closing of the institution. We 

had hoped that the belief in a Ca­
tholic university for English-speak­
ing Canadian Catholics was streng­

then this. Although the career 
of the Ottawa University has been 
checkered principally by local frac­
tion, it is not too much to say 
that in its existence the very prin­
ciple of university education is at 
stake for English-speaking Catholics. 
The day we live in is remarkable for 
activity; indeed people may be ra­
ther too actively engaged to allow 
them time for thought and reflec­
tion. There arc many Catholics, 
and not all of them in the ranks 
of the laity, who think they have 
firm convictions with regard to the 
subject of Catholic education, and 
the sufficiency of an elementary Ca­
tholic school system therefor. Such 

system, or part of a system, is 
not, and cannot be, sufficient. The 
subject is a large one and would 
require exhaustive treatment if it 

should really present itself as an is­

sue. But every man who knows 
the world to-day, or who occasion­
ally hears the discussions of religion 
that arise among men of the world, 
cannot fail to perceive that every 
argument of modern unbelief pretends 
some scientific basis. It is an age 
of books and publications of all 
kinds—and perhaps of superficial 
learning. But the most superficial 
professors of every sort of latter- 
day unbelief lay claim to scientific 

thought. Where are Catholic lay­
men to find the weapons that may 
enable them to overthrow those 
whom they are bound to meet in 

such controversies ? Are Catholic 
elementary schools enough ? No. 
Catholic universities are needed, and 
without them Catholic laymen will 
fall out of the front rank in the 

modern march of progress.
Some of the secular papers tell us 

that the last thing that is necessary 
in Ontario is a second university of 
any kind. The Provincial Universi­
ty is all in all to Protestants and 
Catholics without favor. If we had 
not the frequent opportunities of 
reading the opinions of your Gold­
win Smiths and Canon Codys, who 
are so much honored and obeyed 
by the authorities of the University 
of Toronto, we might be inclined to 
say that as far as godless colleges 
go Ontario was not so badly off. 
But our eyes are kept open and we 
think there is certainly room for 
a Catholic university in Ontario. 
The other question concerns the ge­
nerosity and intelligence of the 
Catholic people of Ontario them­
selves. Will they support a Catho­
lic University if properly controlled?
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tivity were seen from first to last 
in the Nicolet election deserves a 
special word of praise. We think it 
is due to the Hon. Mr. Lemieux, 
Postmaster-General, to say that Mr. 
Devlin was his choice, and that the 
idea of proving the willingness of 
French-Canadian Catholics to be 
represented by an Irish-Catholic was 
his. Mr. Lemieux has added to his 
reputation another green laurel which 

well becomes him.
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new firm offering to the public every thing 
r line of the best quality and most modern

the

ant country. -But the irreconcilable 
busybodies, who ere more Catholic 
than the Pope, find relaxation. in 
strong language, and would be satis­
fied with nothing but civil war, led 
by such martial "tribunes" as the 
Duke of Norfolk and Lord E. Talbot. 
Whether the reasonable Catholicd led 
by the Irish members, who, as Mr, 
John Rfldmond has stated, acted in 
consultation with the English Bi­
shops, or the Tufthunters, led by 
their noble wooden-eword gladiator», 
have done the best for the Catholic 
cause, time, will surely tell.

A CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY.

For some time the newspaper* 
have been publishing, various rumor» 

concerning the Catholic Utihrertity of 
Ottawa and the latest of thèse

MR. C. R. DEVLIN’S ELECTION. 

His constituents may well be con­
gratulated upon the victory won by 

R. Devlin in this Province. 
Mr. Devlin came at a time when 
Irish Catholics interest in political 
life appeared to be on the wane. It 
was not .really that Irish Catholics 
were less prominent as a factor in 
political life, but that they needed 
good men of single purpose to lead 
them. The complaint was some­
times heard that such men got but 
an unsympathetic reception in party 
conventions, and that the party lea­
ders were not always inclined to 
make way for them. Mr. Devlin 
came out in a French-Canadian con­
stituency. ■ As an Irish Catholic he 
had no local claim and no local 
strength. As a Liberal, and as the 
nominee of a Party that desired to 
show its confidence and good will 
to Irish Catholics Mr. Devlin receiv­
ed the hearty and loyal welcome of 
French-Canadian Liberals. Local 
questions that would have been xnagw 
nified as among French-Canadiana
themselves disappeared, or were not 
pressed to the embarrassment of an 
Irish-Catholic. And the result i* 
magnificent vindication of the loyal­
ty of the French-Canadian people. 
Mr. Devlin is, we feel certain, proud 
of the position he occupies, and hie 
fellow Irishmen throughout the Do­
minion are os proud of him as if he 
Were returned by a constituency 
overwhelmingly Irish

The boast of M. Viviani that the 
anti-clericals have torn human con­
sciences from supernatural beliefs and 
extinguished the light from Heaven, J 

has drawn forth a noble protest 
from the French Protestant pastor, 
M. Monod, of Rouen. "To extinguish 
the light from Heaven," he replies, 
"you must take from us Christ, if 
you can. If there be one magnificent 
act, it Is that of the Son of 

Man, dying on the Cross of Cal­
vary, and leaving to His brethren 
of mankind the supreme consolations, 
the supreme hopes." French Pro­
testants should now begin to see 
that the anti-clerical policy of the 
Government is directed towards the 
destruction, not merely of Catholic­
ism, but of every form of supernatu­
ral religion. And we wonder how 
long it will be before a similar light 
breaks upon the minds of English 
Protestants ! At present they seem 
to think that the struggle in France 
is one between the State and the 
Catholic Church. This idea is fed 
by the carefully prepared news given 
them in the columns of the secular 
press. The fact is that in Franc* 
especially, but elsewhere also in its 
degree, the State is unfolding its 
determination to become supreme 
over the body and soul of every 
citizen. The time is near when .all 
Christians must join in the fight for 
Christianity.
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Cardinal Richard, the venerable 
Archbishop of Parjs, is at present 
one of the most talked of men in 
Europe, for few men, at his time 
of life, have had to go through such 
an ordeal as that to which he 
submitted with such quiet, and noble 
dignity. A Paris correspondent des­
cribes the Archbishop as one of the 
most "sympathetic" figures in 
ecclesiastical world. "He is

back again by the side of the mo­
ther. Advancing years have forced 
him to appoint a coadjutor in the 
person of Monsignor Amette. The 
Assistant Archbishop is a splendid 
figure of a man, alert and vigorous, 
of an intellectual cast of counten­
ance, and natural dignity in his mien 
—a real modern Prince of the 
Church.*’ * ; j ;||

On the occasion of the Feast of the 
Madonna of the Elm, in the church 
of that name, in Tirreni, Italy, 
Commendatore Ferdinando De Lucia, 
in fulfilment of a vow, sang "The 

( Prayer of Stradella.” More than 
the ' five thousand persons come to hear 

pos- j the great tenor with expressive and

sed," he says, "of a very kind 
heart. In a grand festival at Nbtre 
Dome, a few weeks ago, Cardinal 
Richard, clothed in gorgeous vest­
ments, proceeded up the aisle to the j
altar at the head oL a body of compared with that of 

clergy... As the procession moved 
along a little child tell from one of 
the pews right In the wag- of the
Cardinal, and the aged man, the 

. , cramped 1>y his embroideries,
One man whose Influence and ao- down and carefully placed t*

harmonious voice. The throng, 
which had listened to him In reli­
gious silence, gave a warm ovation 
outside the church. The action of 
the Commendator De Lucia may be 

Wrallo

after the Caltbriao earthquake a 
year ago. The "Ave Kari*""Ui ques­
tion. composed In 
stricken native pr 
eician, and dedicated 
has now been sung.
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