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HOW IT ALL CAME ROUND, and lied at last murmuring my own| “I saw it all quite plainly., I sat down|is to realize an income of twelve hundred a
mother’s name and holding our hands. quict and stunned ; while Jasper raved and | year.’
(L. T. Meade, in * Sunday Magazine.") It was during this visit that I saw the |swore and paced up and down the room, 1| “*Yes,' I said wearily.
po ittle wife for the first time. She a|sat still. Yes, we were beggars, nothing covld|  “Jasper looked at me very hard. T re
WAPTER LI e mmonplace lttle thing, but pretty and |save the house which our father bad made | turned his gaz
yaa r 1 joined the ess, [l ooty 3 t was imposible to dislike | with such pride and care. “That money, if left to us, would save
! mots g vy utle creature,  She was overpowered | “After a time 1 left Jasper and returned | the firm,  Quite absolutely save the firm in
y ma I vitl iefat h hushand’s death, It was [to my wife's room. On the way, 1 entered | thi present crisis,” he said slowly and em-
particular, T w idered HauY. Ly possible not to be Kind to her, not to [the nursery and paid my pretty little Char- | phatically.
I had a ‘ | ! M eomfort her, 1 was one child lof {lottea visit. She elimbed on my knee and| *Yes,? I'said again. 1 was so innocent,
vers ' I wa about 1 e of 1 wn little ( Kissed me, and all the time I kept saying to[so far from what I since became, at that
i With w g I't had als named Charlotte. |y ‘ 1 a beggar, | cau g moment, that 1 did not in the least under-
leation, 1 w I S| was a pale, dark-cyed child, with a|her no comforts ; we are absolutely in want.” | stand my brother. ‘The money is not
L veny laughter of a ' eertain strange look of wmy mother about |1t was the beginning of the winter then,|ours,” I said, secing that his gray eyes were
ne She Ha money 3 she had |y, " gy e was not le like her own. |and the weather was bitterly cold. The|still fixed on me with a greedy, intense
I fa wndfary father loved creature, doctor metme on the threshold of my wife's | light
rabl blood P Wil o bera luring those lastdays of | ; hesaid to me, soon as ever sheis| “If my father were alive now,’ said Jas-
wy ‘K Ay, it was m "1 spoke of her to me r, you must either take or send her out | per, rising to his feet and coming to my side,
She made wet \ wea B “1 have called her after your own me land.  She may recover abroad ; but|*if my father were alive now would
I never loved ¢ Was{ ther,' he said, 1 love my second wife ;but[to winter in this climate, in her present | break his heart, to see the business which he
a it t agant, She | HEVET | the Charlutte of my youth ean never be [state, would certainly her.  How bitter {made with such pride and skill come to ab
Known wea lutil she beca Y Wle | forgotten I have called the ¢l Char- [ I felt ; tor was [y tabeggar ! How could [solute grief. If my father were still alive ;
WAy Ak t i have called your dau ar-| [ take my wife away? Isat down azain inif that crash had come but a fortnight
! v Ja Good t the two be fric the darkened room and thought over the|ago, he would say, ‘Save the firm at any
to live largely. 1w promised readily enough, and 1 felt|past.  Hitherto the wealth, which was so [eost.’
1se—tl e was nodyivy aud interest for the little forlorn crea- [easily  won, seemed, of um.yunun\.lx“ “¢But he is dead,’ I said, ‘we cannot save
! L have given [, 1 also, as | said, intended to be good [small importance. It was easv with a full[the fitm. What do you mean, Jasper? I
I ¢ seemed to we ¢ in- | purse to wish, then to obtain. 1 had often |confess I cannot see o what you are driv-
w I rthand y alone | wondered at Constance’s love for all the|ing.’
| e v fault, 1 was ) uter my father’s death |pretty things with which I delighted to sur-| ““John,’ said my br
her ¢ it took & disiike ¢ neral, 1 was summe h"l‘l und her, her almost childish pleasure in {If our father could sp 3
I 1 could have borne, butit j My wife was dangerously |the riches which had come to her, She al- [ would say, ‘ Take the money, all the money
when I saw her turning away frou vl Laby had come wto the | ways said to me at such times {1 have left, aud save the firm of Harman
o1 y loved aud respe my |y wid for a time her life was despaired | “* But Ihave known such poverty ; T hate| Brothers.”

y and 1 wanted Consta love him, | ¢ tually she got better ; but for the | poverty, and 1love, I love the preity things| “‘You mean,’ I said, ¢ you mean that we
but sl 1 . ) care | iext few days 1 loved and thought only for|of life? . | —we are to steal that money, the me ney left
It wasat that time, that that thing happened |y ed over all business cares to| “This very night, as T sat by her bedside, | to the widow and the fatherless 7
which was the beginuing of all the after| jaq,cr. [ was unable even to at r[she opeved her lovely eyesand lookedatt ¢« ynderstood the meaning now
darkness and misery father's funeral, 1 never day :m,_wm:\ d gered to my feet. I could have

T my proud young| Coustance’s bedside. 1 loved this woman n, I have had such a dream, so vivid, | brother to the ground. He was my brother,
’ most passionately [s0, so terrille. I thought we were poor|my only brother; but at that moment, so
¢ huug in the balance, [again—poorer than | ever was even with my | true were my heart’s instinets to the good

ne long prayer to Hml.}lﬂ)nl ; 80 | John, that 1 was hungry,|and right, that I loathed him. Before,

her precious life at any {and you ot give me nothing to eat however, I could say a word, or utter a

Ihose were the words|begged you to give me food. Th * &) reproach, a message came to me from my

prayer was heard ;| loat in a shop-window,such a nice cris
For a short time she land I was starving. When you said you|gtantly, she was excited. she was v 1se, 1
I have often thought | had no money, I begged of you to steal that | flew away without a word,
procious life worth the [loaf.  You would not, you would not, nn‘li
[at last T Tay down to die. Oh1 Johu, say|,
paunsed, Some mois-|it was adream.’
i his brow ; he took

ef to wipe it

af;| wife. 1 was wanted in my wife’s room in-

“‘Come back again, I will wait for you
re,” my brotaer called after me,

| *1 entered Constance’s room. I think
“*Of course it was only a dream, mydar- | o “wasa little de'irious. She was still

ug!” Lanswered, and 1 kissed her aud | aking about money, about being hungry
|and having no money to buy bres

othed her, though all the time my heart

‘“ like lead. {baps & presentiment of tha evil
. oaching the sin,"” he said,| *That evening Jasper sent for me again. | oo had to soothe, to assure her
! ) the ¢ ' : man. “The succes- | His manuer now was changed. - The wild-| i )} ki S oy e o
I W {used yame S8y fully burield y rise frow its ;.‘».?‘n‘-!‘.. airhad Jeftit,  He was his ¢ took my purse out and put it into her burn-
w s y o hex L lgrave ; 1k from the aw- |cool, e« 1 self.  He wasin the sort of i hand * At last believed me ; she fell
8 e liad & t ! Sr 1A | ful sight ] xd when he always had an ascendency | o Juep with her hand in mine. 1 dared not
ther ma and wi ! ! ot God will strer you, my dear sir,” Jover me—the sort of mood when he showed | i 600 her ; and all the time, as I sat far
yoan, 33 by jor.” oved fanswered Hou fession that wonderful bu faculty for which 15,15 the night, 1 thought over Jasper's
SiF R el fy vt . ¢ back into the right | not but admire him [words. They were terrible words, but I
ur hon 8 Aol Ty londlay at| What do I say 1 ae Gelog led | - Sitdown, Joly aid, ‘Thaveagreat| ,y]d not get them out of my head, they
u my owi ! ba God himse urage. Lean | deal t to you s a plan in my | wor. d like fire into my brain, At
wring for | LY marred pleasure, L ypon the Al Your sin will {head yu will agree to act with me in |t Oonstance awoke ; she was better, and I
yet W Wi : had absolutely Bsed | g) k in ! a8 you view it ;il, we may yet be "*'““]‘) | could leave her. It was now almost morn-
11 1 the gray head aud | for hetween you and it will come forg ve-l Thinking of my Constance lying s0liy " I went to my study, for I could not
t ta 1 of ness [i I upstairs, my heart leaped up at these sleep. To my surprise, Jasper was sull
v resolve W M nan After an-|words. 3 there. It wassix hourssince I bad left him,
int 1_ make uj vV quar- | gther t | “*What A*\»vkl'l\m“,'ln‘\n] 'lu\n»l.’l_\”,“, he had not stirred
rel POWEAYEE | ANU B8 (% On vy on which my dear wife was f with. you some time. I can listen M| w«igohn, he said, seeing that I shrank
v ew afraid to me n my | pronou wut of danger, Jasper sent for |l you hike | thom hifan. ¢ we b s » out,  Call
father’s name to cither my wife or brother. | e, My brotherand I hiad ever been friends, | You hate poverty 1 said Jasper s e T ekt et At ot
Jasper and 1 were at this time deeply ab- | though in no one particular were we alike. | ** Yes” I said, thinking of Constance, 1| ! PIow B 48 ug'y a hatne_ s you tke, no
whed in specalation ; our busine was | During the awful str e through which I [hateit.’ |other plan, no other plan \\|H~.\'\»-Ih\‘ firm,
rowing and growing ; each thing we em- <t passe ot both him and my| “*1f you will consent to my scheme ; if {70! Will you hear e epeak 1
[ 8 (4 bad just passed, 1 forgot both him and wy ) nsent to v o 1. o 8 4
barked in turned out well; we were begine | fail r, Now I remembered himg aud my |you will consent before you leave this room, | | ““Yes, | will hear you,” I'said. I sank
L ¢ to recover from the strain which | father's death, and our own business cares. | we need not sink with Co per, Cooper, and |U0wn on the sofa. My head was reeling,
r' val of so large a sum of | A thousand wemories came back to me. | Bennett.” | Right and wrong scemed confused, 1 said
Jasper wasa better man | When he sent for me, I Yeft my wife’s bed | %o will listen to you,'I said. |to, mys If, My brain isso confused with
was,  Jasper, though the | gide aud went down to him. 1 was feeling] **You have alway grief and perplexity thatitis no matter
ok the lead n all plavs. | weak and low, for 1 had net been inbed for |ly in your wife,’ continued Jasper, *that| What Jasper says just now, for Ishall not
He proposed Australian brauch of | many nights, and a kind of reaction had set [you have, I really believe, forgotten our |understand him. " But I found to_my sur-
r bu be opvea, It was I wa the Kind of state when a man’s | father’s h : his funeral was last Tharsday, | Prise, almost to my horror, that 1 under-
¢, and succecded wel ner w be shaken, and bis whole moral {OF course youeould not attend it.  After f'_“"" with ’“‘”.]'“4 ‘I'"v','“‘“ every word,
About this time we heard that a little | o, wium upset. 1 do not offer this as an |the fanerai [ read the will.? | This was Jasper’s plan,  There were three
son ha s arrived at the I e indl we for what followed.  There is no ex | “*Yes Lsaid, “ 1 had really forgotten my | trustees to the will; I was one, my brother
fordshire, He did not hy . W v dark sin: bat | ve [ father’s witl,  He left us money 1° 1 said. |Jasper another, a third was a man by the
his birth announced in The 1 It wmay t myself to say that v 1] Lam glad; it will keep us from absolute| hame of  Alexander  Wilson. He Wwas
have bLeen some at t K to, I should have been proof|want, Constance need not be hungry after brother to my father’s second wife. This
i ack on it een it a few that nger physical mowent. 1 all.? | Alexander Wilson 1 hal never seen, Jas.
rth was f ved by th Alentered my private ing room to find| * My brother looked at me. per had seen him once,  He deseribed him
year or two passed away, and my wite and | Ja acing up and down like a wild| **A little money has been left to us,’ he |10 measa tall and powerful man with red
L were made happy by the amival of our creatare, s eyes were bloudshot, his hair |said, but <o little that it must go with the | hair. *He is the other trustee,’ said my
first child. The child was a daughter. - We tossed, e was a calm and eheerful person [rest.  In the general erash those few thou- [brother, ‘and Le is dead,
alled Ler Chatlotte, after my m loved | generally. At this instant, he looked like [sands must also go. John, you remember| ** ‘Dead " I said, starting. g
wotk I Wi , un ue day a ane half bereft of reason. *Go.d hea ! {when our father took that Very large sum | “4Yes, l..~.|. uuhu:u doubt ; here is an
telegram was put into my hand summoning | what is I said, I wasstartled out [out of the business, he promised that we|8ccount of his death
wy bi rand myselft rfather's death- | of m tate of perturbation, |should be his beirs, It wasa loan for his life Jasper then opened an  Australian paper
bed,  The telegiam was sent by the youn “Wo are ruined jthat is what is wrong,’ | time.” |mul showed me the name, also the rul
wife.  Trushed offat once ; Jasper followed |answered Jasper ““He had not married then,’ I said |account of a man who answered in all par-
by the nexttrain | “He then entered into particulars with “*No," auswered Jasper, ‘he had not |ticulars to the Alexander Wilson named as
“ The b had broken up very |which I need not trouble vou. A g

t|married.  Now that he has mariied be has|the third trustee.  Jasper then proceeded to
suldeuly at last, and the doctor said he had {house, one of the greatestand langest houses | frgotten all but his second wife. He has|unfold yot further his scheme.

but a few days to live. During those fow |in the City, had come to absolute grief ; it [left her, with the exception of a few thou “That trus'ee being dead, we were absolut
daye, Jasper and I scarcely left his bedside i | was baukrupt, Tnits fall many other houses, [+ands, the whole of that fine property. In|maters of the situstion, we conld appro-
we were reconciled fully and comple lrl\,luur-nmunr;ullh~-n|, must sink, short, he has left her a sum of money which P iate that money. The widow knew noth-
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