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high-minded Tecumseh, than a justice to that of General Harrison 
to add, that that officer was the first to deplore his death; while the 
sentiments he expressed, when the circumstance and manner ol his 
fall were made known, were such as to reflect credit on himself, 
both as a man, a Christian, and a soldier.

Doubts as to the fact of Tecumseh having fallen at all at the Mo
ravian town, have, in the same spirit of party which has denied to 
Colonel Johnson the act of having shot him, been entertained ; and 
it has even been asserted that the mutilated remains which were sup
posed to have been his, were in reality those of another Chief. 
Would for the honor ol humanity it had been so: but this is incor
rect. Several of the officers of the 41st., on being apprized of his 
fall, went, accompanied by some of Genetal Harrison’s Staff, to visit 
the spot where Tecumseh lay, and there they identified (for they 
knew well) in the mangled corpse before them, all that remained of 
the late powerful and intelligent Chieftain. Of the pain with which i! 
the sight was viewed, and the deep regret which his death was re
garded, no stronger evidence can be given than in the fact that there 
was scarcely an officer of the captured Division who, as he reposed 
his head upon the rude log, affording him the only pillow that night, 
did not wholly lose sight of his own unforlunafe position in the more 
lively emotion produced by the untimely fate of the lamented and 
noble Indian. It has ever been a source of profound regret to me 
that 1 was not present at this inspection, for although the sight of the 
mutilated hero could not have failed to inflict upon my heart pain of 
the most poignant kind, it would have been at least a consolation to 
have seen the last of his remains on earth: and this not more from 
the reverence and honor in which 1 had,and have,ever held the War
rior, than from the opportunity I should now possess of bearing at
testation to the fact and manner of his fall, from mv own positive 
and personal observation. I was not, however, aware of the pur
posed visit until the party had returned, and made it the subject of 
conversation, in presence of General Harrison, as already stated. 
Nor was there time afforded for remedying the unintentional omission.

But the battle of the Moravian town(if indeed battle it can be called,) 
embracing as it does an important portion ot Canadian History, and 
involving the honor of the British arms, is not thus brietty to be dis
missed. The Right Division has been grossly vilified for its con
duct on the Occasion, and that vilification stands on public record. 
The proud—the honorable—the gratifying task of refuting the un
merited aspersion has devolved on the young, and humble, and com
paratively unuoticed volunteer, who bud the advantage of tracking 
it throughout its whole course of unceasing service, and whose lot it 
seems to have been nursed in the regiment, chiefly to become, at 
this distant day, the impartial chronicler of its deeds, and the vindi
cator of its unjustly sullied name.

First on the list of calumny stands the general order issued by Sir 
George Prévost—a commander whose marked imbecility and want 
of resolution, on more than one occasion, (reflecting the deepest dis- 
grace on the British arms) had doubtless been oidained as a fitting 
punishment lor his arrogant censure of the conduct of a corps, whose 
general excellence he was incompetent to appreciate, and whose on
ly positive crime was that of its weakness, its physical disorganiza
tion, and its utter destitution. Here is the insulting and most uncal
led for document, and who, on perusing it, after having traced the 
regiment through its previous course of glory, will fail to entertain 
a sentiment of deep indignation at its injustice.

General Order, Head Quarters, Montreal—Nov. 24th 1S13.
His Excellency ihe Commander of the Forces lias received an 

Official report from Major General Procter of the affair which look 
place on tite 5lh of October, near the Moravian village, and he lias 
in vain sought in it, for grounds to palliate the report made to His 
Excellency by Staff Adjutant Iieiffenstein, upon which the General 
Order of the 18th October was founded—on the contrary, that state
ment remains confirmed in all the principal events which marked 
that disgraceful day ; the precipitancy with which the Staff Adjutant 
retreated from the field of action, prevented his ascertaining the loss 
sustained by the division on that occasion; it also led him moat 
grossly to exaggerate the enemy’s force, and to misrepresent the 
conduct of the Indian Warriors who instead of retreating towards

Machedash, as he had stated, gallantly maintained the conflict, un
der their brave Chief Tecumseh, and in turn harrassed the American 
Army on ils retreat to Detroit.

The subjoined return stares the loss the right division has sus
tained in tire action ol the fleet on Lake Erie on the 10th Sept, and 
in the affair of the 5th of October near the Moravian village, in Lie 
latter but very few appear to have been rescued by an honorable 
death, from the ignominy of passing under the American yoke, nor 
ate there many whose wounds plead in mitigation of this reproach. 
The right division appears to have been encumbered with an un
manageable luad ol unnecessary, and forbidden private baggage— 
while'the requisite arrangements for the expedition, and certain con
veyance of the ammunition, and provisions, sole objects worthy of 
consideration, appear to have been totally neglected, as well as all 
those ordinary measures resorted lo, by officers of intelligence, to 
retard and impede the advance of a pursuing enemy. The result 
affords hut loo fatal a proof of this unjustifiable neglect. The right 
division had quitted Sandwich on its retreat, on the 26th September, 
having had ample time, for every previous arrangement, lo faciliate 
and secure that movement: on the 2nd October following, the en*- 
niy pursued by the seme route, and on the 4th succeeded in capturing 
all ihe stores of the division, and on the following day, attacked and 
defeated it almost ivilhout a struggle.

With heart-felt pride and satisfaction the Ccmmander of the For
ces had lavished on the Right Division of this Army, that tribute of 
praise which was so justly due to its former gallantry, [and steady 
discipline. It is with poignant grief and modification i hat he now 
beholds its well earned laurel* tarnished, and its conduct calling 
loudly for reproach and censure.

The Commander of the Forces appeals lo the genuine feelings ol 
the British soldier from whom he neither conceals the extent of the 
loss the Army has suffered, nor the far more lo be lamented injury 
it has sustained, in its wounded honor, confident that but one senti
ment will animate every breast, and that zealous to washout the 
stain, which by a most extraordinary infatuation, has fallen on a 
formeily deserving portion of the Army, all will vie to emulate the 
glorious achievements recently performed, by a small but highly 
spiiited and well disciplined division, led by Officers possessed of 
enterprize, intelligence, and gallantry, nobly evincing, what British 
soldiers, cun perform, when susceptible of no fear, but that of failing 
in the discharge of their July.

His Excellency considers it an act of justice, to exonerate most 
honorably from this censure the brave soldiers of the right division 
who were serving as marines on boa id the squadron on Lake Erie. 
Tire Commander of the Forces having received the Official Repoit 
of Cant. Barclay of the action which took place on lake Erie on the 
10th September, when that gallant Officer, from circumstances of 
imperious necessity, was compelled to seek the superior force of 
the enemy, and to maintain an arduous and long contested action 
under circumstances of accumulating ill fortune.

Captain Barclay represents, that the wind, which was favorable 
early in the day,suddenly changed,givingtlicenemy the weather-gage, 
and that this important advantage was, shortly alter the commence
ment of the engagement, heightened by the fall ol Captain Finnis, 
the commander of the Queen Charlotte. In the death of that intre
pid and intelligent officer, Captain Barclay laments the loss of his 
main support. The fall of Captain Finnis was soon followed by 
that of Lieut. Stokoe, whose country was deprived of his services at 
this very critical period of the action, leaving the command of the 
Queen Charlotte to Provincial Lieutenant Irvine, who conducted 
himself with grea*. courage, but was loo limited in experience, to 
supply the place of such an officer as Capt. Finnis, and in conse
quence ibis vessel proved ol lar less assistance than might be ex
pected.

The action commenced about a quarter before 12 o’clock, and con
tinued with great fury until half past 2, when the American Com
modore quitted his ship, which struck shortly after, to that com
manded by Capt. Barclay (the Detroit.) Hitherto the determined va
lor displaycd'by the British Squadron, had surmounted every dis
advantage, and the day was in our favor ; but the contest had ar
rived at that period when valor alone was unvailing—the Detroit 
and Queen Charlotte were perfect wrecks, and required the utmost 
skill of seamanship, while the Commanders and second officers, 
of every vessel were either killed or wounded: not more than fifty 
British seamen were dispersed in the crews of the squadron, and 
ot these a great proportion had fallen in the conflict.

The American Commodore made a gallant, and but too success
ful an effort to regain the day. His second largest vessel, the Nia
gara, had suffered little, and his numerous gun boats which had 
proved the greatest source of annoyance during the action, were all 
uninjured.

Lieutenant Garland, First Lieutenant of the Detroit, being mor
tally wounded, previous to the wounds of Captain Barclay obliging 
him to quit the deck, it fell to the lot of Lieutenant Inglis, to whose 
intrepidity and conduct the highest praise is given, to surrender 
Ilis Majesty’s Ship, when all further resistance had become un
availing.

The enemy, by having the weaihcr gage, were enabled to choose 
their distance and thereby avail themselves of the great advantage 
they derived in a superiority of heavy long guns, but Captain Bar
clay attributes the result of the day. to the unprecedented fall of 
every Commander, and second in Command, and the very small
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