
PARISH AND HOME.
did not attain its growth in a cen­
tury.
England is like the growth 
mighty nation, with its artless in­
fancy and wilful childhood, its err­
ing youth and amended age. Its 
history is the story of faults and 
struggles ; of errors and aspirations ; 
of decline and tails ; of despair and 
victory. It is like the history of a 
man who has worked out through 
the shocks of battle and the mis 
takes of the past, the character he 
has finally attained. It is the old, 
old story of the prodigal son, who 
sank and sinned, but afterwards 
arose and came to his father a re
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND. in doctrine and ritual, teaching 
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. ' . . ... deceitful superstitions as Divine
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antiquity is as indisputable as that the'.Church of England because it 
of Rome, and yet no Church is more is a converted Church 
in touch with the present-day life. A converted man is the same 
It was Protestant before the word man as he was before his conver- 
Protestant was heard of; it is now, sion ; but his views are changed, 
in the true sense, more Catholic his character is altered. A gar- 
than Rome. It is a national Church, den, before it is weeded and after 
like that of Russia ; and though, it is weeded, is the same garden, 
like the Russian Church, it i. inde- A vine, before it is P™?1 
pender - of Rome, it is not, like the after it is pruned is theume vmt 
RuetiunChurch.corrupt The>0«*jM!gg«d« ^

It stands to reason therefore that «nation ; but its teaching, its doc- 
a Church so unique and so ancient trine, iU method of worship, have

but in spite of all she stands 
unique. And the reason is not 
far to seek. No other Church we 
know of has preserved, throughout 
a long and checkered career, an 
existence so distinctly national. No 
other Church can claim, for so long 
a space of time, the right to be con 
sidered an independent Church. No 
other Church in Christendom has 
passed through such crises, or main­
tained in such happy combination 
the order of antiquity and the truth 
of the Reformation.

The history of the other ancient 
Churches is so different. It is either
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