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The Quiet Hour.

Christ Risen,

S. S. LessoN—-1 Cor, 15: 1415 June 19,
7904.

GoLpeN Text—Now is Christ risen from the
dead.—1 Cor. 1§ 20,

BV REY, €, MACKINNON .00, SYDNEY, N.§,

The first day of the week, v. 1. The
Christian Sabb: * is a fitting monument and
proof of the best evidenced and most joyous
event in the world’s history, the Yesurrection
of cur blessed Lord. As it begins to dawn
toward that day, our thoughts should go
back to that glad merning, when the bonds
of the grave were broken, and death was
varquished. It is also a promise of the
future, when the archangel’s trump shall
rend the tomb and the sea shall glve up its
dead, and “them also which sleep in Jesus
witi God bring with Him,” 1 Thess, 4 ; 14,
Oa the Lord's day we not only, like the Jews
on their seventh day 8abbath, commemorate
the rest atter ereation, but a'so joyfully cele-
brate out Saviour's return from the tomb.
The Apostolic Church was guided by the
Holy Spirit when it made the change,

Rolled back the stone from the door, v. 2.
No obstacle is too formidable for God. Some
have despairingly thought that this stone
could never be rolled away, that from the
grave there voilld be no return, But God

as Mahy resources which we cannot dream
OF, and we place our confidence in Him,
These women knew that there was a stone
at the grave and als> a Roman guard, but
they knew that there was a God above, The
resurrection has some perplexing problems
for man, but rone for Omnipotence.,

Fear not ye, v. 5. The other world had
Strange teirois for the pagan Roman guard,
They naturally enough trembied at its dis-
closure.  But for the believing women there
was vo cause of alarm, How cfien sinte
ave Christiars approached the grave with
calm confidence, like Stephen declaring that
he saw the heavens open, or like S:muel
Ruthcrford sighing for a wellstuned harp to
ting his Redeemer’s praise, or like Moody
seying, “God fs calling me.”

le s risen, v. 6 The significance of this
great announcement grows continually on
the believing soul. It confirmed all Christ’s
claims, His divinity, His power to pardom,
His position as Judge j all Christ's promises
to hear our prayers, to give \is peace, to send
us the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, 1t as-
sures us that He whom we love no onger
“'sleeps In the lone Syrian tvwn,” but is with
us 2lways even unto the cod of the werld,
as He said. The sun may be pouring its
golden rays over a radiant and rejoicing
world and yel be excluded by, closed shut-
ters from many a darkened room. Has Christ
who arose so long ago and has been shining
with increasing power upon mankind, ariscn
in our hearts and filled them with His glory?

As they went . ., Jesus met them, v. 9. If
we oo would meet our risen Lord, we must
render Him the same immediate and implicit
obedience. These women had many con-
vincing proofs that Christ was risen ; there
were the emply grave, (he angel’s anaounce-
ment, His own prediction; but none of these
equalled His own presence. After that there
could be no shadow of a doubt. So have we
many infallible proofs of the resurrection of
Christ, this “best evidenced fact in history” ;
the wilqtmn Paul cites (1 Cor. 151 5-8),
the testimony of the Gospels, the belicf of

the Christian church, the Lord's Day, and
many others ; but none of them equal in
value the soul's entcring into the immediate
presence of Christ through His Spirit.  This
bappy experience is open to all, who, like
the women in the Lesson, will obey Christ’s «
commands,

Commonly reported 4iilong the Jews, v.
18 Unbehcl rests upon a lie. Before
Strauss, the great German scholar died, he
declared himeell an atheist. A cortain
chemical substance had been found at the
bottom of the Atlantic, which the enthusiastic
discoverer announced to be the missing link
between living and lifcless matter.  Strauss
believed this, beeame an atheist, died with
no hope of a future, and was but a short time
In the grave when the ertat on which he
based s atheism was eticntifically exploded,
Just as no one to-day accepts the falsehood
upon which the Jews denicd the resurrection
of Christ. There is no fear that we shall
have to pull down anything that is built upon
this sure foundation, that Jecus did indecd
rise from the dead  The fcundation stands
unshaken from all attacks,
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For DomiftoN Presnyrerian,
More and More,
BY H. M. M CLUSKY,

In the letters that Paul wiote to the dife
ferent churches there is this noticable
feature. In refcrring to the Lord Jesus his
(xpressions are always in the superlative
degree, yet leaving the impression that words
faintly expressed the gloriows facts ) while
his messages to believers imply a wealth of
wnattained possibilities, while he is cver
stimulating them to make strenuous «forts
to possess. In his letter to the Phillippian
Church and also in the first letter to the
Thessalonians one can not fail 1o obetrve it
The love of Christ manifested in Ilis
humflidtion Is most vividly portrayed, then
there follows a description of the height and
glory of His exltation which fills the Feart
with assuracce and the most exuber-
ant  joy. Then maost  lovingly
Pau! approves the lives of these belicvers
finding little oceasion 10 censure but is that
all. Most cinphatically, no; he bids them
Yo increase and abound more and more "}
they were not to be sati.fied with small or
present attainments in the Christian life. Of
bimself he writes near the close of a life of
consecration and activity in service only ex
celicd by the Perfeet One,” I press on, if s0
be that I may apprehend that for which 1
am apprehended by Chiist Jesus” Often
as people advance in years and sce the
younger workers assuming their respon-
sibilitier, they feel that for them there is
only retrospect instead of “ pressing on ”
Lke the great aposile, to a larger more
wondettul lifes It is said of the Rey,
Theodore Cuyler that the past ten years
has been more fruitful than all the years of
his wonderful pastorates ; through the press
he has reached an increasingly larger num-
ber of people who have been helped and
blessed.  Mr, Moody's last audience was
the largest he evir addressed. God does
not bring His people to places where they
cannot serve Him, or where there is not
something special that He would have them
do for Him, It may not always be clear to
the nam_ul eyes, but en'ightened by the
Hely Spirit vast popsliiities are before every

child of God and each attainment prepares
the way for a larger service. To those who
are lcoking and listening for it there comes
each day some new manifestation of the love
and power of God; not to be selfishiy
hoarded for like the manna of old it would
soon become worthless, but to be passed on
and on until the knowledge of the Lord fills
the whole carth,

Holland Patent, N. Y.

PRSI TR
Concerning Patience,

Doubtless there are more brilliant virtues
than paticnce, but nene so esscntial to noble
strength and success, To rule it out of the
catalogue of desired virtues is to court defcat
and disappointment.  The history of threes
fourths of the failures of life will probably
reveal the absence of this power,  And, on
the other hand, in three-fourths, if not all,
of the stccessful attainments of pitrpose will
be discovered this elethent of Palience 13 4
contributing cause.  The race is not to the
swift, but to the persistent. Push, alertness,
zeal are excellent yualities, and very attractive
to American eyes, but it is supreme folly for
them to look: with contempt upon their sister
patience, for without her they are one-half
weakness, It 1s the power to keep on in all
circumstances, the determination to stitk to
a thosen plirposé dr work, that counts most
in the end. It matters little how bravely
one may have begun the race, if he drop
out. He must run with patience,

Even supposing the purpose of life to be
that of making money, patience in pursuing
that end is the secret of success. It means
hard work and constant endeavor for a long
period of years, and one man's spirit is not
strong enough to work otit his purpose to the
far off end, so he gives up and settles down
into easy going ways, living only for the day;
Another does not give up the struggle, but,
impatient of the plodding that wins but lite
gain each year, he leaves the safe, sure way
of honest method and careful investment,
and pushes olit Into the exciting way of gam-
ing and speculation.  The haste to get rich
has ruined more men in fortune than it has
made. Many times, impatience at the honest
pursuit of purpose has led men 1o put their
gains into shaky and questionable ventures
to lose them all.  Diligent care and patient
industry is the rule for hohest success,

The same thing is true in the matter ot
education. There is no royal road to learn-
ing. To all alike it comas only as the reward
of patient application.  The same foe oper-
ater in (his ficld as in that of wealih, and
impatient haste is figuring against true culture
and deep thirking by making students satis-
ficd with a mere smattering of knowledge
and superficial views of all great questions.
True knowledge must lay its foundations
deep and strong.  The chief requirement
is not brightness of mind, or largeness of op-
portunity, but patience and determination.
Perseverance is the secret of success here.
To work and to wait is the price of the
mind's treasure. The brilliancy that has lifted
many a man, like a rocket, to the highest
college honors, burning out in the hard
working world, has let him drop like a stick,
while the patient doggedness that kept the
dull boy at the foot of the class, pegging
away at his problems, has worn out all his
vicissitudes and left him the strong and suc-
cessful master of the situation. Coupling
this quality with brilliant gifts gives genius.
But patience alone is the potent winner of
the promise.  The eagerness to understand
the truth must not overlook the necessity of
mastering each step that leads upward to the
,fullorbed light, :




