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dividual woman. It may mean the adjust-
ment of the whole life situation to that house-
wife, or conversely the adjustment of the
housewife to the life situation.

In many marital difficulties that one sees,
not so much in practice as in contact with
normal married couples, the trouble reminds
one of the orang-outang in Kipling’s story
who had “too much Ego in his Cosmos.”
Marriage, to be successful, is based on a grace-
ful recession of the ego in the cosmos of each
of the partners. The prime difficulty is this;
people do not like to recede the ego. And the
worst offenders are the ones who are deter-
mined to stand up for the right, which usually
is a disguised way of naming their desire.

One might speak of a thousand and one
things that every man and every woman
knows. One might speak of the death of love
and the growth of irritation, the disappear-
ance of sympathy, — these are the hopeless
situations. But far more common and im-
portant, though less tragic, is the disappear-
ance of the little attentions, the little love-
making, the disappearance of good manners.
Men are not the only or the worst offenders .
in this; the nervous housewife is very apt



