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l)> tlie lotiMimis aition of Rovcriimcnls; and both cvoluticm and
iniMii- action an- aiii..iij,' the important subjects of investigation.

An appeal to reri>()ii is in order when excited feelings render
armed cuntlicts imminent; Init it is «iiiite as surely called for
wlun no excilcmint exists and when it may be forestalled and
prevented from dcvelopinn by sound national i)olicies. To fur-
nisli a scientific basis for reasonable international policies is the
purpose of some of the studies already in progress and of more
that will hereafter be undertaken.

The war has iiilcrriipted work on rather more than a half of
the studies that were in progress when it began, but it has itself

furni 'k.. topics of immediate and transcendent importance,
ihc cost direct and indirect, of the conflict, the commercial
policies induced by it and. esjiecially. the direct control, which
liccaiise of it, governments are now exercising in many spheres
of economic activity where formerly competition and individual
freedom held sway, are |)henomena that call, before almost all

others, for scientific study. It is cxfjected that most of the in-

terrupted work will ultimately Iw resumed and that, in the
interim before this occurs, studies r)f even greater importance
"ill l>e undertaken and will !« pushed rapidly toward comple-
tion.

The iniblicatinns of the Division of F.conomic? and History
are under the direction of a Committee of Research, the mem-
bership of which includes the statesmen, publicists, and econo-
i.iists who participated in the Conference at Rerne in 1911, and
two who ha\c s:nce been added. The list of membei^s at
present is as follows:

Fugene Rorel. Professor of Public and Inteniational Law in
the L'^niversity of Geneva.

I-ujo Rrentano.' Professor of F.conomics in the University of
Munich

:
Member of the Royal Bavarian Academy of Sciences.

Charles r;ide. Professor of Comparative Social Fconomics in
the L nuersity of I'aris.

' M.ml,cr.,l,i,. c.aM_,l .April f,, 1917. l,y n-as..,, ,,f tl,,- .Udaralin,, „f ., stateof war between the Uii.te.l States and the Imperial German Government.


