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fused to appear before the eldership. This resolution is

no* a charge. It is an assault. There is no proposal on

the part of this Board to find out if I am guilty of any-

thing. They propose a course which assumes my guilt to

be of no importance. I tell you that it is of all impor-

tance.
" Perhaps, brethren, I have been too reticent. Perhaps

the peculiar circumstances out of which this congregation

has grown during the five years of my ministry have made

it difficult for all of us to see aright or to act aright in this

trying situation. I stand before you to some extent a

victim of misplaced confidence in you. I was surprised

that the newspapers should inflame public opinion against

me. I was surprised that a Court of Justice should hold

me to answer for this improbable crime. Yet, during all

these, to me, cataclysmic, happenings of the past week,

I have looked to the loyalty of this church with an assur-

ance that never wavered ; an assurance that in the light of

what is happening to-night seems more tragic than any-

thing else. I never had a thought that you would not

stand by me, at least until I was found to be guilty."

A note of pathos had crept into the minister's voice.

The gallery listened intent and breathless. Elder Bur-

beck felt an irritation in his throat.

But the minister was continuing

:

" Indulging this faith in you, entirely occupied with th(

many perplexing circumstances of this lamentable affair, ]

am made now to feel that I neglected you too long.

"
I perceive now that your minds, too, were inflamec

with suspicion; that well-meaning but mistaken zealot:

among you have felt called upon to take advantage of th(

situation to purge the church of my presence.

" Once I saw this movement under way, I felt too hur

to oppose it. It seems to me that it has been done cun

ningly and calculatingly. No charges have been presente(


