
14 THE WAR AiV "TS

The advocates in Germany of a great j »liey of naval
construction were wont to liavo the possibilities of
'blockade' very much on the brain; and a German
friend of mine used to write in Naulicus, the year-book
of the navy movement, long articles on historic block-
ades, such as that of the Southern States at the time
of the Cotton Famine. To-day the German coast is

not technically ' blockaded ' at all ; that will come at
a later stage of the war, possibly. But the objects of
a blockade are being secured, if less dramatically hardly
less effectively.

As to food, as I have before said, owing to measures
of agrarian protection, Germany is better off than we
should be in a like case. The chief bread corn of the
people is still rye, and practically the A\hole German
supply is grown within tJie Empire. But white wheaten
bread has, in recent years, been coming into more general
use

;
and even the so-called ' black bread ' has a good

deal of wheat Hour in it, so that wheat now coiistitutes
about two-fifths of the n;ition's bread. Of this wheat,
a good deal more than a third has lately been imported,
mainly from Russia. It is harrlly conceivable that this
deficiency should be made up from other sources. And
It is a commonplace in economics that when prices are
determined by competition tHe effect upon price of a
deficiency in supply is altc ithe- out of proportion to
the deficiency itself. It is ; significant thing that weeks
after the plan of fixing food prices by authority has been
discontinued in England as unnecessary, the German
Government has been compelled to have recourse to it ;

with this notable difference, that while neither corn nor
bread was ever in the Enghsh fist, it is the price of corn
which now demands the German Governments most
anxious attention. 'The situation', it is officially


