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of the circumstances surrounding them. They were accused 
of being clannish, to an extreme degree. Certain it is, that if 
one missed a chance to make a profitable hit in trade, another 
Scot was always handy to prevent the chance passing into 
alien hands. The North British Society, our oldest national 
institution, was founded in Halifax in 1768 and absorbed the 
entire Scottish Mercantile Guild of Halifax. The greater number 
of the wealthy Loyalists became members, and at the celebra­
tion of St. Andrew in 1784, a most joyous dinner was held at the 
Great Pontac Hotel, at which one hundred were present. 
Anthony Stewart, the great Loyalist merchant presiding, sur­
rounded by the IlUliburtons, the Benvies, the Thomsons, the Gor­
dons,the Lennoxes and the Copelands, all like the president, patri­
otic Scots, who had come to Halifax for King and Country, and, it 
may be added, to make considerable fortunes. Governor Parr 
Lieutenant-Governor Fanning and the Council were present 
and the celebration was one noted for the number of talented 
speakers who enlivened the proceedings. With all our pre­
judices in favor of the advancement in intellectual efforts of the 
present day, we fear our speakers to-day would cut a sorry figure 
in competition with these worthies of 120 years ago, were it 
possible to have such a tournament of culture, wit, and expression.

In 1785, Parr and Fanning with Bulkeley, were busy in at- 
attending to the settlement of the Loyalists on the various lands 
selected over the province, and in forwarding rations to those 
already settled. It was a work of great magnitude, as the settlers 
would not afford the slightest assistance to the surveyors, sent 
to lay off their allotments. Chief Justice Finucane who had 
also bevn a hard worker with Parr, in settling the new comers 
died this year, from anxiety and over-work. He was buried 
under St. Paul’s. His escutcheon hangs in the church. The 
late Chief-Justice was greatly esteemed in Halifax as an upright 
judge and accomplished gentleman.

This year Lieutenant-Governor Fanning, had a residence 
built at Point Pleasant, just below the old tower, opoosite the


