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involvng the uuke and uucness of Windvsor, Joachim
von Ribbentrop and a blue-ribbon cast of disselute
reactioliaries.

The boolk begins ïi eurly,1,4 with Mauberiey
f ieeing north from Ità , siTlfelch crumbles. He
finds refuge in the AI ps ai a resort famed for belng a
watering hole of the 1920's luxury-lner set. Kere, on
the watts of one ofthe abandoned roôms, he writes the
sory of the c spiracy.

The probiem, fitstof all, s that the story is 80-90 per
cent unadéorted desteiptlon: Ribbettropdoesthis; the
Duke dues that. Consldering thle circumstances -
Mauberley has gone through agony during thé war -
something more persnal and-thoiüghtfu wouid have
been liIIeIy.

Worse, Mauberley continwally taiks about thligs
he cuuld not-possily know about. For instance, ht is
possible that Mauberiey might have been toid, as a
minor member of the coruplracy, that an SS feliow by.
the name of Scheiiènberg was deveioping suspicions
about Ribberttrop's behaviour.

But it shighly uimprobabethat he should be able to
reproduoe photographically a meeting between the
Iwo. Men f rom which he was absent, down to the littie
deuails such as the exact words in the conversation, the
exact moment Schelenberg bit into the sugar loat, and
how Rîbbentrop used bis "dove-grey" gloves towipe
the dust off the. edge of his, desk. At a later meeting,
which. Mauberley was also absent from, he "recalls"
that Ribbentrop orttoZp Up his f ly.

In short, Maubreysfirst-hand account isbiatant-
ly and absurdly,omtscieit. Under the circumsenjces
heol drlklyé--ynftetgteàdnk
sense of the signjficant facts atnong hîsliitedknowledge of the conspiracy, much as Conrad's

Marowe es in Lord im (a book which couid teach,'
Fneyathing or two about frst-person writing).
Nor do the book's defects stop here. lis

characterization is abominable. Mauberley himself is a
zombie - an aimost com plete 'biank. Hie bas stray
emotions and thoughts now and then, but they are
hardly oevealing.,Or consistent. One moment he wil be
recounting, incold, clinicaldetai, how he lstened toaa
womnan's story about Musso ini's thugs beating to death
a poet. Then the next moment he wil be gurgling over a

and pornitcs, ineir personal ai rishiUpsf, o v Veln hW
'these disparate people met and organized.

Of course, ail this comes from Findley-, whoseilevel
of political sophistication can bdedçu.ced from this ilne
1in the book:

This was thle age of the reaty-of Versailles, vihen
haff thecountries of Europe disappearedovemnightintco
thegulleteof theotheehalf who woke upsufferingfrorn
indigestion.'

,As every schoolboy knuws, exactly the opposite
happened. The Treaty of Versailes created countrieî by
bieaking up îhethee great continental empires. Oniy
Yugosiavla. couid b. said to have swalowed mny
country.

So why was Fatnous Last Words praised in every
publilcation, (ror the Edmnonton journal to Atlantic?
i7e answver is that it has ail the trappinrgs currently in
literary vogue, erldless agonlzing and pontificating on
the hunan condition, a ppropriate sefh8tioiaiism (Yes
Virginia; an evil person i the book cuts off someone's
bals), quotes f rom famous poets that reviewers know
only by name, astonishing melodrama (like the suicide
of Mauberley's apparently wise and sensitive father,
who opens the book by wlseIy and sensitively jumping,
from a)buiding in front of his twelve-year-oid son>, etc.

The bizarreness, the phiiosophical maunclerirugs,
the people withridicêiiuusor nowf-existent tmotivation -
ail qf these, bNemisiles are trademarks of today's
literaturé, f rom ThomfasPynduon toTom Rabbins, from
John Irvng to Brian Moore. And the. critîcs eat their
stuff up. Apparently they have, been swaloewing
garbage for so long, or thgy are su Iackinglin biains and
education, that they have forgotten what literature' le.

PS: As ta the question which should have been
behind Fndley's book -"How doapparentiy intelligent
peuple fair for messizinic movements" - read POInd's
"Hith Sei*ytt Mauberley." TIy poern, wvritten before

Pouîd' bece. ea fascist, stii provides some clues abouat
the ideas andi conditions «hith cinlea4poeople. in that
direction lk,thàmpagne*and iruffles have o)othing to
do with it, Findiey te the étonîrary.

Stuclents'
orientation

Services
requires. a

DIRECTOR and- ASSOCIATE DiRECTOR

responsîbilities include:

progra m administration
-aIn budget, fInanciai poiicy, and tee

recommendations to Poiicy Board
- d.velop and mn promotional campaigne
for the program

-l liprogram actlvities
soiM financlat backgmuond

responsîbilities include:

- makinq recommendationa on the recuit-.
Ment, maintenance, training, and eVlua-
tion of leaders to Polcy Board.

-maklng recommendations on mnr
content and lormat to Peoy Board
- assistlng, the Dîrector -with generai
program'administtation.

These positions demand interested ané dedîcated individuais. Each position requires the
speclfied'responsibilities, as weti as sitting as a member. of the SORSE Advisory Boardi.

Students' Orientation Services <SOPRSE> is a large, student-based orientation ýprogramme.
Successful candidates wili be interested, enthusiastic, and have time to contribute to the
program; Experience with orientation is'a definite aîset, but flot esâsential.

Tue term of off ice is one year. The positions offer tuli urne emfployment over the summner, and
part time saiary for the winter months.

Further information may be obtained fromn the SORSE Office.'A letter of application and a
detalled resumne should b. submitted to:

CHAIRPERSON
SORSE Selection Committee
Room 278
Students' Union Bidg.
ph. 432-5319
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