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>W E cannot disregard the two great difficulties of
Our present situation, both resulting fromn the

very progress of the country. The prosperity
of Canada, its possibilities and its ýproblenis have come
so to absorb our attention, that less room is left for

the consideration of Britain's interests sud affairs, or

even of those ties whicli formnerly united a colony to the

motherland. Ail the French-speaking inhabitants and

two genex'ations of the Entglishi-speakinfr inhabitants have
been born in Canada and inay easily find it the only centre

for titeir patriotismn. Yet the pioneers from Britain kept
their faces toward the Fast and a Iromie beyond the

sea ; we have turnied at the call of the North and the

West where our feet tread Always native sl. Nor are

we left free to nmeet the new condjtions, for a flood of

settlers front Euirope and the Illnitedl Statts is upon uis.
To these wve do niot for the moment offer an y definite
national ideals nior dIo we bring thiern face to face with

national responisihilities. W'e canuiiot, in a word, make

them mnembers of a, futlly de\vloped etate. True, there

is the Eprfrauglit with iiueainig for uis, but ta new-

corners of this sort it lmaY be very, vagure and distant

and this allegianTce to it ciin scarcelyV become a living
force. Yet we are often asked liow wec are to keep their

political lifc free froin petty and corrupt influiences uinless

it is inispired byv the presence oif IIrent national duities

and concerns. This immigration probleni is for the timie

peculiar to this continent. The U'nited 'Statcs iirnpressed
its citizenlship uipon the sraniger byv extravagant and

picturesque, thouglih effective, miethIods. Yet even the

intense patriotîstu thuls ilnspired colild niot deliver hitu

froin the corruipt forces whieoalled niaterial pro-

gress lias rendered so oeru. But we have takenl

lîttle thouight as to ouir tigsli, lt is itist possible, tLoo,
as we are sontetimecs reminded, that had our federal

statesmlenl to deval with the idrprobleins irisiinç front

the coniduct of foreigui affairs, the whole character of

ouir Domlinion polities wo l b improved. Were we

protecting our own intereats abroad, we might be

lifted ahove provincial disputes sud private gain.
Probabiv veni in the Uniited Staites the diplomnatic ser-

-vice produces stich nien as are uinkniown amongst Lis. Tbis

is almnost certainly the case,, when- tire mnafy opportuni-

tius p)resentedl to younlg merl liere preverit tlem, for ex-

ampl1)e, frntr even thinking of cancers in the Indianl Civil
sevc.But if naýtionhbood could give uis this broader

view, it iight ;11"o b y its assirnilatii4r power, build up
in Canlada an iunitedi pe-ople. lideed, one tnay well

doulit whiethier anyithinig buit a national crisis can Ynake
uis kmn.

Tlhe other difIlýiuty a1rises also frorn ouir progress : as
wve growv nnd btcomne more seif-consciauis, we are the
more huirt 1)y thet apparent f ailuire of Great Bnitain in
lier dealinigs w%Àth the UntdStates. Thiere is no need
ta discnlss the varioins issuies in detail. In fact, Mr.
Biryce has,;gnskedI us to siispviid juilgmtent until the facts
are pr1sen1e fro1 tV Bnîtisbi sigle. But in the miean-
tintie we rniay observe thatt Great Bnîtaini wants Amnenîcanl
friendship for obvions reasuns. Japan lias secuired bier

ailst Riissia in the Eakst, the alliance witlî Franice
maintains tic( stattus quo in Euirope and ini Africa, so su
uinderstand'nitg with the Ulnited Sttswould guaraitee
the pce in 'North and South Amnenica and wouild coin-
plete the isolationi of Gernany. To carry out this pol-
icy she may- have persuaded herself tînt sIe iut mnake
sacrifices. Trheseq, ined"re tnifllng in ber eyes but
cnstly ta Caniada sud Newfonnidland, especiaily since we
believe thiat the Arnericaýn goveramiient las deceived Eng
land wlere it couild tint dleceive uis. We are forced to
this belief by Englishmien theinselves, wbo constaiitly
tell uis that the Antenicanls have actuially thnvatened war,
sud gïoluld hlave put Caniadianl homes in danger, were it
inot for these concessions. Now, of course, we are con-
vinved that the American people bave no tbougbt of
war with Caniada. Mn roldwin Smith himself says
that they lave no desire to inndertsake the task of
governing Canada, anld y et they wotid begin a conti-
nlental war for the sake of the territory involved ini these
disputes. Buit this territory is valiueless, ail Englishmen
say. Theni the Anriericans imuat be brigands to tbuxl of
war for snicb a booty, or fools to be tuirned frout their
purpose byv these surrenlders. Iii neither case docs Great
Bnitain pay tIent a great comnpliment b y inisisting upon
their bellicose temtperaillent, tg) say. iothing of the very
unwortly motive sire aileges for lier own vilding, And
after ail thet ?Alasan ,.wad was not a matter of dip-

lomnacy, but presumably the, resuit of a judicial arbitra-
tion, and no defence of British diplomacy can cover it.
But we await tlie defence, and only ask to be spared the
assurance that our homes have been endangered, for this
absurd talk of war lias really convinced many Canadians
'of Engrlish stupidity or hypocrisy. Quite wrongly, of
course, for the Eng1ishman is neither stupid for a hypo-
crite, but singularly well-meaning and honest. The
American, then, is dishonest ? No, but merely endowed
with imagination. Hie '"talks big," lie scatters lis pro-
mises and his demands recklessly ; hie is not to be taken
literally - at bis word ;' lie will overreach bis rival ini
business becaluse hie limagines that tlie latter is trying to
outwit himi. Each is really paying a liigh compliment te.
the astuteness of tlie other. lis humour is broad, ex-
travagant-ndeed, its force is in its very -extravagance,
and lierein it diflers so, comipletely from Englisli humour,
and so lie plays bisr 'game of bluff. But the Englishmnan
who knows the use of language and takes words serions-
1>' and. at their proper value may well attacli too much
importance to the Anierican's first demands or tlireats.
We know how tlie former is regarded as simplicity itself
aIl over this continent. 0f course, at home tlie Amien-
can would corne to business, after the first display of bis
cleverness, but abroad lie lias been so often victoriouis
that lie now maintains his ground probably with a great
show of firmness. lHe lias behind him, certainly, the
vast protected interests, of the^ interference of which the
Býritishl statesman knows nothing. Indeed, we cannot
expect Great ]3ritain to have caught the spirit of this
continent, nor need we be reminded again that wherever
slie lias been directly involved in a quarrel witli the
United States, British indignation lias been aroused,
Britishi statesmen have acted witli vigour, and Canadian
homes have actually been endangered. In fact, Great
Brîtain with the best itentions, will find it difhcult fuily
tcY understand our concerus.

In any case our advance lias brouglit with it, titese
difUiculties, and s0 many a itan wifl answer now thiat of
course in a few years Canada will stand alone. Stili
even those who look forward to national independence
cannot regard it as possible for thepresent. lience, in
the general uincertainty, everyone uipholds tlie present
connection with Great Britaîn.' Soine, in fact, to, escape
the very difficulties mentioned, favour full Imperial feder-
ation. But probably mnost of us attacli the greatest
valuie to the guidance sud inspiration whicli the mother-
land caui offer us in our intellectual and public life. This
is the real advantage of our present position, sud we
should neyer have ceased to insist upon it. Instead, we
have been to bMamie for deceiving the British public by
parading our loyalty and connecting it in one way or
anotlier withi commercial interests. True, we impressed
somne people a good deal. Mr. Chamberlain and bis
friends were for a time easy and rather large gaine. Yet
we were always saie behind our taniff-wall while we
waved the flag. NO one meant to be seriously out of
pocket tlirougb bis devotioni. Inideed, good sound
imperial sentiments have generally served as a disguise
for a good sound protective policy. But we must stand
forth as we are, abandoning the vaguengess of thouglit
and confusion 'of language which are so charactenistie of
this continent, if we are to be untderstood in England sud
to solve the problern of Empire.

Bank of England Notes
I T is beneath the dignity of ýthe Banik of England to

take, or even to appear to take, a dvantage of acci-
dents to their notes, and if there is any possibility

of estahlishing the identity of one.0f themn it is sure to
be duly lionoured. Even where a note is entirely de-
stroyed proper evidence of the fact of destruction will lie
accepted sud payment trade. A lost note wiil in soute

cases be paid ; and titere is one occasion recorded upôn
wblch the liberal attitude of the directors ini a case of

titis kind involved thern ini a loss of thirty thoussnd
pounds. A batik director declared that he bad lost a

note for that amount, and, upon bis .giving an indeut-

nity for the suin in the event of the note ever turni»g 14p

the money was paid to im. Many years after bis death

su unlcnown persof presented the note. The paper was

undeniably good, and thte Banik lad nio alternative but to

cash it, as it was payable to bearer on demiand, and as

the heirs of the batik director who lad Iost it repudiated

ail liability the mioney could not be recovered.


