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Bas-relief on the Maisonneuve Monument iii Place D'Armes Square.
Maisonneuve and his auociates founding the town of Mille Marie, afterwards Montreal.

Madeleine de Vercheres.
Presented ta the McDonald Institute

PHILIPPE HEBERT, SCULPTOR.
Speakin in Bronze the Story of French Canada.

By M. J. MOUNT
years ta came, when the bistory of the rise,

and progress of Art in Canada is, written,
Philippe Hebert's narne wiil appear as that
of aur pioneer scuiptor; lie rnay aiso be called
Ltional scuilptor, for few' bave doue as mucli

as lie ta illustrate
Canadian history.

As far back as 1882,
we see the interest
taken in lis work, for,
in a weekly news-
paper published in
Montreal at that time,
"Canada First,"
ar-nang "Music, Art
and Literature" notes,
ane reads.- "Mr. He-
bert, aur young Cana-
dian scuiptor, whose
studio is situated an
St. Denis Street, and
wbo lias becorne very

Philippe Hebert. weil and favourabiy
Icnown tbraugh his

'iling of the "de Saiaberry" monument, we
,et ta learnl, wili nat be represented at aur.forth-
Ing exhibition. He is very busy-carving in
1, life-sized figures of the A\post1es. It is
tfi.ft ta knaw, at least in bis case, tbat these
r's wilil occupy bis full tirne for twelve months

were for
they may
Hebert vý

bis parent

tre Darne Churcli,
lie seen.
arn on the 27tli of

o~ rh'pprnln f

ing picture attracted my attention. I asked le
maitre wliat it represented, and he told rne that
wben a youth his rnotlier often confided ta bis care
a baby brother. For distraction, as well as ta amuse
the child, lie wauld place it on bis shoulders and
go about, wbittling toys for the yaungster. Wben
older lie bad made this in fond mernory of the days
of bis boyboad, and of the- littie brother.

At the age of fourteen Hebert was placed with
bis uncle, whol kept a country store. This stay was
brief, however, as lie bad no disposition for busi-
ness, and after awhile lie was sent back home in
disgrace, back ta bis father's farm, wliere lie lived
again a dreamny life until lie was nineteen. When
the Canadian contingent of the Papal Zouaves went
ta Rame ta place itself at the disposai of the Pope
lie was one of tlie first ta go. He devoted hirnself
for the time being ta this military career, faith-
fully going tbrough aIl the duties that were required.
Nevertheiess, the moments at b?'s disposaI were
passed in the churches and museumns, which were
ta birn marvels of beauty beyond bis conception;
St. Peter's, St. Paul, the Vatican, tbe Colona, the
Capital, the Pincio Gardens, were bis daily pil-
grimages, of wbicb lie neyer tired.

In those days the aid picturesque life of tbe
Eternal City, sa dear ta artists' eyes, was as yet
quite uncbanged. It was witb same beart-ache
that lie tare birnseif away f romn this artists' Elysium,
where lie bad f ound the element lie longed far-
ta return ta farrning for tlire more years,

In tbe fali of 1873 lie went ta Mantreal, where
lie exhibited a sniall wooden hust of "Beranger," at
the Pravincial Exhibition. This piece of work
,ittrncted the attention of Mr. Napaleon. Bourassa,

Hebert always mentions with pleasure that the
different Governors-General whorn he had the sig-
nal bonour of meeting, have at ail times treated
bim with the highest marks of distinction and
friendship. The Marquis of borne, the Earl of
Minto, and Earl Grey particularly honoured and en-
couraged bim. on ail occasions.

Twice Hebert had to make his home in Paris,
where he rernained altogether twelve years, to fui-
fill the rnany orders which his countrynlen had
intrusted to his care. There he became acquainted
with rnany of the great French artists, Bartoidi,
Rotti, memnber of the Institute; Paul Dubois, Presi-
dent of the Ecole des Beaux Arts; Henri Dubois,
who was always a preciaus f riend to birn; jules
Lefebvre, jules Breton, and Leopold Maurice. His
association with tbese masters, their experience and
tbeir criticism combined in forrning bis artistic
education.

A visit to Hebert's studio down one of the littie
streets of the city, is a treat weli worth while. He
excels in the delicate and typically French style
of causerie. His knowledge of Canadian history,
its legends and folklore, are subjects with which
he delightfully entertains his visitors, and f rom
which he has culled rnany ideas to immortalize in
bronze. His best work bas taken shape under the
direct inspiration of nature. That is why it is sa
distinctively Canadian, sa racy of tbe sou, the
stream, and the forest.

Many of his statuettes are neither history nor
legend nor portraiture, but fancies inspired by bis
poetical temperament. Such is "Fleur des Bois,"
a delicate creation of a young loveloru Indian
maiden, on the base of which he wrote the fine:
"Car son coeur fut pris par guerrier blanc" (For
ber beart was captured by a warrior pale). Sucli
again are "Le Reve du Fumeur," a man's hand
holding the bowl of a pipe, tbrougb the curling
smoke the form. of a beautiful wonlan; "Inspira-
tion," a vision guiding the sculptor's band in bis
work, and many other exquisite miniatures in
bronze and terra-cotta.

In one corner of bis studio there stands a group,
"Sans Merci," representing the struggle between
Civilization and Savagery. Two figures locked in
a deatb grapple, the Indian's teetb meeting in the
flesh of the settler's arm, the settler witb a sickle
upîifted over bis enemny. This group, and a life-
size "Crucifix" of plaster, whicb lie presented to
St. James' Cathedrai, Montreal, are considered by
rnauny his masterpieces.

The most sympathetic artist is always the one
wbo describes bis native sal. Race detracts notb-
ing f romi individuality. It elevates, it broadens, it
fills with treasures of ancestral and sentimental
thouiglts. The artist of bis race is the spokesman
of departed generations to future generations. It
is not the ianely artist, it is the dead of other
days wlio speak and tell of tbings that wiil live
forever.

Hebert is of the sod. He bas illustrated many of
the earlier pages of Canadian history, its deeds of
lieroismn, as: Lernoine d'Iberville," "Martine Mes-
sier," "Les Acadiens," (group), a family of exiles
cliugiug ta one anotber in the midst af their meagre,
possessions, rescued f rom tbe wrerk of their bornes,
and "Madeleine de 'Vercheres." The last-rntioned
was iately preseuted ta the High scbooi by a Mont-
reai lady, ta bie given as a prize for general profi-
ciency. A professor of McGiil University also pre-
senited one ta the McDonald Institu-te.

Ffistoqy.


