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Paris Hats and Dresses Add to the High Cost of Living

In the days of yore Mrs. Timmins-made her daughter's dresses at home. She also trimmedl Vie family biats. Now-a-days, Mrs. Tîmmins, Jr., mnust take a trip acros
the Atlantic to see Vie latest "«creatious" in London and Paris. "Hlubby"' is equally guilty since he is as sociaUly ambîtious as Mrs. Timmins.

Drewn by W. S. Broadhead.

THERE is no person in Canada perhaps who
is better able to express an opinion on the
present controversy concerniag hîgh prices
than Professor Adam Shortt. Altbough

Dr. Shortt bas been transferred f rom Queen's Uni-
versity to the Civil Service Commission he bas

neyer lost bis place as
the chief economic ad-
viser of the nation.
There is no other man,
except perhaps Sir Ed-
mund Walker, f rom
wbom Canada is
willing to take econo-
mic advice. T h e r e
sbould be more sncb
men and their absence
f rom the arena of pub-.
lic discussion is a great
defect in tbe Canadian
body politic. Dr.
Shortt bas been good
enougb to give the
writer a brief summary
of bis views.

His primary remark
is that la discussing
this question it is neces-
sary to get down to
first principles. This
remnark la characteris-
tic of this learned
Canadian. Perbaps it

service while increasing the rates of wages and
profits faster than the productiveness of nature and
therefore the means of life are increased, tbey will
simply increase prices without any corresponding
benefit to the community. The people cannot divide
among theniselves, more than tbey produce. But
tbat is wbat we are striving to do.ý

Tbe Professor comnes at it tbis way. Man is a
biological specimen living upon nature's bounty.
Nature produces very little spontaneously. As the
world becomes more and more settled tbe spoatane-
ous production of nature grows less and less. Man
cannot aow live on wild seeds, fruits, and berbs; he
must produce cultivated grain, fruits and vege-
tables. He cannot now live on game and clothe
bimself wjth tbe skins of wild animais; he must
carefully attend bis flocks and herds in order that
be may obtain from theni food and clotbing. HIe
must laboriously work bis mines and carefully pre-
serve and restock bis fisheries. In other words
man must continuousl1y force the hand of nature,
not wait for ber spontaneous bounty. Heace bis
whole probleni is bow to get tbe most f romn nature
witb the least effort.

JN order to increase bis income f romi nature, mnan
~bas only two factors at bis service: he can work

barder bimself or he can make nature work barder.
If bie combines these two factors and uses them
advantageously he wil1 bring a greater reward to
bimself, It is quite true that the modemn civilized
community, by reason of its own organization and
command over nature, obtains immensely more per
individual tban it ever did before. But, of recent
years, our expectations and demnands bave been
steadily outrunniag our increased efficiency. Our
products are increasing at one ratio and our de-
mands are increasing at a much hig-her ratio. We
increase prices to meet increased demands, but we
dIo not tbereby increase the mneans of life.

exertion and hours of labour-a manifest impossi-
bility. Because we have shortened the hours of
labour and decreased our efforts in conjunction witb
nature, and because we are at the same time increas-
ing our demnands,. prices are going Up.

iQUCH is Professor Shortt's simple explanation ofS the situation. It will be noticed that he elimin-
ates the theory that the increased gold supply has
aff ected prices. He will probably admit that this is
one of the minor causes, but he places very littie
emphasis on it. He prefers to argue f rom the one
ground because it is the central ground. For a hua-
dred years the producers of the world have been
aiming at shorter hours of labour and longer bours
of ease, as well as a higher standard of food,- dress,
and housing. They have been getting wbat*they
aimed at, but they are no longer content with the
rate of increase. They are not content witb divi-
dends out of profits; they are taking theni out of
capital. lligh prices are bound to result f rom
these efforts. Man's ingenuity and inventiveness
may retard the rise in prices for a time, but in the
end the rise is inevîtable.

The statisticians look across the field in a general
way and find that prices have increased very largely
in recent years. What they do not record is that in
some commuaities prices have risen more than in
others. The hours of labour ad the earnestness
with which men worlç varies in different countries
and in different parts of eac~h country. Social at-
mosphere varies and has an effect upon production
and upon expençliture.

THE problem before Canada to-day is, therefore,
not only one of wages and hours of labour,

but of profits and extravagant living on the part
of ail classes. It is quite proper that the working-
ma~n should not be forced to work beyond bis
steength or to live miserably. Neither should he

Extravagance .Outrunning Production
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