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He sprang to his feet the instant he |

saw me.
The bow of the Sleeping-car Manag-

er to the Pigeon Charmer was but a |

bend in a telegraph pole to the sweep
the bald-headed man now made me. [
thought his scalp woulua touch the
car floor.

“No, your Highness,” he cried— I in-
sist”—this to my protest that I had

come last—that he had prior right— |
besides he was an older man, etc., ete. |

—*T could not sleep if I thought you

were not most comfortable—nothing can !

mdve me. Pardon me—will not your
Highness accept one of my poor cigar-
ettes? They, of coursz, are not like
the ones you use, but I always do my
best. I have now a new cigarette-girl,
and she rolled them for me herself, and
brought them to me just as I was leav-
ing St. Petersburg. Permit me”—and
lie handed me a little leather box filled
with Russian cigarettes.

Now, figuratively spe:ki.g, when you
leve been buncoed out of five franes

|
other effete monarchies of Europe. Ev-
ery traveller is conscious of it. His
,bo\\'_shm\'ul it—so did the soft purring
quality of his speech. Recollections of
| Manila, Santiago, and the voyage of
the Oregon around Cape Horn were in
the bow, and Kansas’ wheat, Georgia
' cotton, and the Steel Trust in the dul-
| cet tones of his voice. That he should
have mistaken me for a great financial
magnate controlling some one of these
colossal industries instead of locating me
,instantly as a staid, gray-haired and
rather impecunious landscape painter,
was quite natural. Others before him
have made that same mistake.

He was perhaps seventy, smooth-

simply in black clothes—not a jewel
—no watch-chain even—no rings on his
hands but a plain gold one like a wed-
ding-ring. His dressing-case showed
the gentleman. Bottles with silver
tops—brushes backed with initials —
soap in a silver cup. Red morocco Turk-
ish slippers with pointed toes; embroid-

lshaven—blackcoul-black eyes. Dressed

I found the Pigeon Charmer occupying the sofa.

'V a menial in a ticket-office, jumped
upon and trampled under foot by a
ZBate-keeper who has kept you cooling
your hecels outside his wicket while
your inferiors have passed in ahead of
yYou—to have even a bald-headed man
kotow to you, give you the choice berth
in the compartment, move your traps
himself, and then apologize for offering
You the best cigarette you ever smoked
m your life—Well! that is to have
myrrh, and frankincense, and oil of
balsam, and balm of Gilead poured on
vour tenderest wound.
I accepted the cigarette.

~ Not haughtily—not even condescend-
ingly—just as a matter of course. IHe
had evidently found out who and what
I was. He had seen me address the
Pigeon Charmer, and had recognized in-
stantly, from my speech and bearing—
both perhaps—that dominating vital
torce, that breezy independence which
envelopes most Americans, and which
makes them so popular t..e world over.

n thus kotowing he was only getting in |
line with the citizens of most of the |

ered smoking-cap—all appointments of
a man of refinement and of means.
Tucked beside his razor-case were some
books richly bound, and some bundles
tied with red tape. Like most educat-
ed Russians, he spoke English with
barely an accent.

I was not long in arriving at a con-
clusion. No one would have been—no
one of my experience. He was either
a despatch-agent connected with the
Government, or some lawyer of prom-
inence, who was on his way to Paris to
look after the interests of some client
of his in Russia. The latter, probably.
The only man on the car he seemed
| to know, besides myseli, was the Sleep-
ling-car Manager, who lifted ]n.s hat to
| him as he passed, and the Ring Mas-

ter, with whom he stood talking at
| the door of his compartment. This,
| however, was before 1 had brought the
! Pigeon-Charmer into the car.

The cigarette smoked, I was again in
the corridor, the bald-headed man hold-
ing the door for me to pass out first.

It was now nine o’clock and we had

SAVE $50.00

BY PLACING YOUR CONFIDENCE IN US AND
ORDERING YOUR PIANO BY MAIL

We will deliver either of the pianos shown below at your station,

freight paid, at $50.00 less than the regular selling price in
Winnipeg, and if the piano is not perfectly satisfactory to you,
and exactly as represented you can ship it back at our expense.
In order to make sure that every piano will be perfect in all
respects, we have arranged to have Mr. Gerhard Heintzman
and Mr. Durke of the Mendelssohn Co. personally select each
instrument. Both these gentlemen are piano makers of the
highest abilities and will take the greatest care in making the
selection. The following letters have been received from them

in answer to our request :
Dear Mr. Lindsay, Lindsay Piano Co., Ltd,, Winnipeg.
Gentlemen,

We are in receipt of your letter of
the 15th inst. and our Mr. Durke will be
pleased to personally select all pianos
ordered to be shipped direct under your
mail order offer. We have a number of
style E pianos under way at present and
will take special care in finishing these
instruments in anticipation of several
orders next month. We feel sure a num-
ber of your good people in the West will
take advantage of your very liberal offer.
Yours very truly,

MENDELSSOHN PIANO CO.

Iam in receipt of your letter of
the 15th inst. and am greatly taken with
your mail order idea. I think by this
plan you will beable to give your custom-
ers perfect satisfaction, and I assure you
I will select every instrument personally
and see that the greatest care is taken in
preparing it for shipment. Wishing you

every success. I am, sincerely yours,

GERHARD HEINTZMAN,

The following instruments have been selected by us as the most
suitable for the average home. Our records show them to be
the most popular styles.

GerhardHeintzman = Mendelssohn

[ STYLE A]
Mahogany or Walnut

[STYLE E]
Mahogany or Walnut

$450 Regular Price -
Mail Order Price
Saving -

F.O.B. your Station.
Terms: $15 cash and $8 per month.

HE:

Regular Price - -
Mail Order Price - - 400

Saving - - —556

F.0.B. your Station.
Terms: $20 cash and 810 per month.

Our space in this paper is limited, and we want you to write us
so that we can give you the fullest particulars regarding each
instrument and the man who makes it. '

WRITE US AT ONCE.—We cannot afford at this price to
send an agent to see you, and we won’t do so, but we will give

your enquiries prompt attention.
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DON'T FORGET THE ADDRESS
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