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1909. t7he Western Nome Month1Y
Ile sprang to bis feet the instant lie otiier effete monarchies of Europe. Ev-

aw me. e1'y traveller i.s conscjous of it. His
The bow of the Sleeping-car Manag- bow slhowed it-so did the soit purring
rto the Pigeon Charmer wvas but a quality of bis speech. Recolleetions of
«d in a telegraph pole to the SwcpManila, Santiago, and the Voyage of
he bald-headed man 110w made nie. 1 tile Oregon around Cape Horn were in
hought his scalp wvoulu. toucli the the bow, and Kansas whcait, Georgia
ar floor. cot ton, and the Steel Trust in the dut-
"No, your Highness " lie cried-I in- ýcet tones of his voice. Tliat lie should
st"-this to my protest that I had have nistaken me for a great financial

ome la st-that hie had prior right- mlignate controllina' some one of these
ýsides lhe was an older man, etc., etc. colossal industries instead of locating me

-Icould not sleep if 1 thouglit you instantly as a staid, gray-haired and
'ere xot most comfortable-nothing can rather inîpecunioîîs landscape painter,
îâve me. Pardon me-will not byour was quite natural. Otiiers before him
ighness accept one of my poor cigar- have made that samne- mistake.
tes? They, of cou rs3, are not like He was perhaps seventy, smooth-

he ones you use, but 1 always do iny shaven-black-coaî-black elles. Dressed
est. I have now a new cigarette-girl, simply in black clothes-not a jewvel

rid she rolled themn for me herself, and -no watch-chain even-no rings on bis
rought them to me just as I was leav- bands but a plain gold one like a wed-
g St. Petersburg. Permit me"-and ding-ring. His dressing-case showed
,e handed me a little leather box filled the gentleman. Bottles with silver
ith Russian cigarettes. tops-brushes backed with iffitials -
Now, figuratively sc~ ,wihen vou soap in a silver clip. Red nîorocco Turk-

F.se been buncoed out of" five francs1 ish stippers with puinted toes; embroid-

iY a menial in a ticket-office, jumped
t'poli and tranipled under fooL by a
ý,ate-keeper wlîo has kept you cooling
your hcels outside his wicket while
your inferiors have passed in ahead of
You-to have even a bald-headed man
kotow to you, give you the choice berth
ini the compartment, move your traps
hlimself, and then apologize for offering
you the best cigarette you ever smoKed
in your life-Well! that is to have
nrrh, and frankincense, and oul of
halsam, and balm of Gilead poured on
y'our tenderest wound.

I_ acccpted the cigarette.
Not haugltily-not even condescend-
ii)l\-ustas a matter of course. lie

ltad evidently found out who and wluat
1 was. He lhad seen me address thie
Pigeon Charnier, and had recogiîized iii-
,antly, from mv speech and bearing
1,>Otli perhaps-that dominating vital
loice, that breezy independence ~lil
invelopes most Americans, and NOhicli
rnakes them so popular t..e world over.
In thîis kotowingy he was onîy gtting in
line -with the citizens of mosit of tle'

ercd smoking-cap ail appointments of
a man of refinement aind of means.
Tucked beside hIS razor-case were some
books richly bound, and some bundies
tied with red tape. Like most educat-
cd Russians, hie spoke English with
barely an accent.

I was not long in arriving at a con-
clusion. No one would have been-no
one of my experience. He was eitlîer
a despatchi-agent connected with the
(;overnment, or some lawyer of prom-
inence, wlîo was on bis way to Paris to
look after the interests of some client
of bis in Russia. The latter, probably.
The only man on the car lie seemed
to know, besides myscli, vas the Sleep-
in-car M-\anager, %vlo liftedl bis huit to
liim as lie passed, and thie Ring Mas-i
ter, with wbhom lie stood talking at
thie (10r of lis compartmrnt. This,
,owever, Nvas before 1 liad broughit the
Piigeon-Clarmer irîto the car.

Thli cigayrette smokecd, I was agani
the corridor, the bald-headed manhod
ing the door for me to pass ou t flrst.

Il was 110w inie o'clock and we had
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I found the iligeon Charnier occIIp3iIIg the sofa. Ajm.


