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in 1887, at Living-
stone, on the Swan
River, the place select-
ed pending the erec-
tion of suitable build-
ings at" Battleford, then
regarded as the capi-
tal of the Territories.
The Lieutenant Gover-
nor presided at the
meetings of the Coun-
cil. and had a vote
therein, as well as a

casting vote in the
event of a tie. The
enactments of the

Council, Ordinances
they are called in con-
tra-distinction to the
enactments of the pro-
vinces, which are call-
ed Statutes, were on
such matters only as
were- permitted by or-
der from the Governor

General in ' Council.
The  subjects were
such as would natur-
ally suggest themsel-

ves in a newly formed
community and indeed

older provinces, particularly from On-
tario,- and change in the form of gov-
ernment became necessary. Up to 1876
the administration of the Northwest
Territories had remained in the hands
of the Lieutenant. Governor of Mani-
toba, as already indicated, and an ap-
pointed Council of eleven, the Couincil
of Assiniboia, it was called. In 1875,
however, was passed 'by the Federal
Government an ‘‘Act to amend and con-
solidate the: law respecting the North-
west Territofies,” and it came into force
the following year. Under this Act the
affairs of the Territories were entrusted
to a Council composed of the Lieu-
tenant Governor and a Council appoint-
ed by the Governor General in Coun-

were often suggested

Edgar Dewdney. by the people them-

One of the “Old Guard.” Lieutenant 5”"""_ For 1;15[;11}(:@

Governor during the Riel rebellion, 1881- one of the very first
1888.

matters to consider was

a petition for aid for a
school. But the money allowed by the
Federal Government for the Govern-
ment of the Territories was voted for
specific purposes and the Council, there
fore, had no power to grant the prayer
of the netitioners. They, however, took
a very wise step. They placed the mat-
ter before the Dominion Government
and asked that the desired aid be grant-
ed for so laudable and urgent an ob-
ject. It was pointed out that although
the newly constituted council had no
power to appropriate any of its grants
for such a purpose, yet that it had power
to permit the existence of corporations
for the establishment of schools, that
these corporations could raise money
by a tax for the purpose, and that the
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cil,. Provision was also made by the
Act for the creation, as population in
creased, of electoral districts for tle
election of additional members to the |
Council. When these should reach '
twenty-one in number the Council \\';m‘
to be abolished and a legislative assem !
bly. take its place. ‘
The first meeting of the Council x\';N‘

\

|

it of Public Instruction

central authority would be willing to
give grants i aid.  From this germ has
grown the present splendid school Sys
tem of the Territories: with its school
aistricts, Boards of Trustees. Council
and all parapher
educational system

In 1881 the population of the North
west had so increased that one district

nalia of a sound

Joseph Royal.

Lieutenant Governor 1888 to 1893. Law-
yer, journalist and legislator. I)vfopded
Lepine in the trial for the murder of Thos.
Scott by Riel's provisional government.

ANNUAL MEMORIALS.

There were many matters that from
their nature were beyond the jurisdic
tion of the Council. They were not,
however, beyond its discussion. There
thus came into existence a formulated
assertion every year of the wants and
desires of the Council, which was placed
before the Federal Government by pe-
tition or resolution and generally urged
Ly a delegation from the Council to the
Government at Ottawa. These docu-
ments are of interest and importance as
showing the increasing desire of the
people of the Territories for self-gov-
ecrnment and entire control of their own
affairs, as well as an assumption of the
privilege of tendering advice in those
matters upon which it was beyond its
power to legislate. Thus we find the
Council calling upon the Federal Gov-
ernment to recognize the rights of
squatters and of dealing favorably with
the claims of the half+breeds. The
Council formulated, too, such altera-
tions in the statutes of the Federal
Parliament for governing the Territor-
ies that it thought desirable should be
made and it may be at once stated that
all the laws affecting the Territories
that have been passed by the Dominion
Parliament, all the constitutional chan-
ges that have been effected, are not only
forshadowed in, but ar the direct result
of, these annual memorials. In 1883,
we find the first intimation of the wis-
dom of irrigation in certain
the Territories and of the
of railway extension
the Council

parts of
desirability
We find, too, that

urged that it should have

greater control in the expenditure of
Its money. It also demanded more
money. It claimed the same subsidy

per capita, as was given the provinces.
additional sums as compensation for the
oublic lands that were being sold by the
Dominion Government as well as an
advance on account of the school land

& = 3
- We will Pay ;
POStag € on any of

the following books
on receipt of prices

quoted. l
*

Breakfast and Supper Dishes - - - 4
Household Cookery and Laundry
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!
Work < o ow s s - = 40c
I Dainty Dishes for Slender Incomes 4(c,
The EFEtiquette of Engagements and
Marriage - - - - - - - - < . {(c
* Speeches for all occasions - - - - 40c ®
How and what to Dance - - - 4Cc
I How shall I word It - - - - - 40c. I
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Etiquette for Women - - - - 40c.
Etiquette for Men - - - - - - 40c.
Pearson’s Dream Book - - - 40c
New Ideas on Bridgze - - - - - 40c,
The Handy Shilling Atlas - - - - 40c
Little French Dinners - - - - 40¢
& Pearson's Recites for Boys and Girls 40c ®
Model Cookery - - - - - - - 3.
Humorous Readings and Recitations 3c. I
Modern Readings and Recitations - 3jc.
i Sunday School Recitations, RKeadings and
®

Dialogues - - - 3Hc.
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C. H. Mackintosh.
Ex-Mayor of Ottawa.
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