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wisdom, temper, and prudence, he grauts, and upon all occasions will recognize and allow,
their constitutional privileges. i

I am commanded also to assure you, that the Commons shall have ready access to His
Excellency upon all seasonable occasions, snd that their proceedings as well as your words
and actions, will constantly receive from him the most favorable construction.

His Excellency the Governor (foncral was then pleased to open the Session by a
gracious speech to both Houses:

Honorable Gentlemen of the Senate,
Gentlemen of the House of Commons :

Tn addressing for the first time the Parliamentary Representatives of the Dominion of

Cunada, 1 desire to give expression to my own deep feeling of gratification that it has been
my high privilege to occupy an official position which bas made it my duty to assist at
every step taken in the oreation of this Great Confederation. . ol

‘I eongratulate you on the Legislative sanction which has been given by the Imperia
Parliament to the At of Union, under the provisions of which we are now assembled, and
which has laid the foundation of a new Nationality that I trust and believe will, ere long,
cxtend its bounds from the Atlantic to the Pacific Oceau. ) ) 'l

In the discussions which preceded the introduction of this measure in the Imperia!
Parliament, betwecn the Members of Her Majesty’s Government on the one side, and the
Delegates who represented the Provinoes now united on the other,—it was apparent to all
those who took part in those conferences, that, while Her Majesty’s Ministors considered
snd pressed the principle of Union as a subjeot of great Imperial interest, they allowed the

rovincial Representatives every freedom in arranging the mode in which that principle
should be npp{)ied. .

In a similar spirit of respect for your privileges, as a ﬁ:ee and self-governin, people,
the Aot of Union, as adopted by the {mperial Parliament, imposes the d.uty.ln confers
upon you the right of re(fucing to practice the system of Government, which it hag called
lnto existence, of consolidating its institutions, harmoniring its s.(.imu.nstn.tlve details, and
of making such legislative provisions as «vill secure to a constitution, in some respects
novel, a full, fair, and unprejudiced trial. ) )

With the design of effecting these objeots, measures will be laid before you for the
amendmont and assimilation of the laws now existing in the severyl Provmcgs relating to
Currency, Customs, Exoise, and Revenue generally,—for the ado tion of a uniform Pos.ul
System,—for the proper management and maintenance of the Public Wo.r.ka} and Properties
of the Dominion,—for the adoption of a well considered scheme of Militia Organixation
and Defence, for the proper administration of Indian_affairs,—for the introduction of
uniform Laws respecting Patents of Invention and Discovery,—the naturalization of
Aliens,—and «the assimilation of the Criminal Law, and tho Laws relating to Barkruptey
and Insolvenoy,

A measure will gls0 be
upon Canada, under the ter
colonial Railway, .

This great work will add a practical and physical connection to the legislative bond
which now unites the Py

ovinces comprising the Dominion, and the liberality with which
* the guarantee for the cost of jts ¢

onstruction was given by the Imperial Parliament is a
new proof of the hearty interest felt by the British people in your prosperity. .
our consideration will also be jnvited tothe important subjeot of Western Territorial
extension, and your attention will be called to the best means for the protection and de-
velopment of our Fisheries and Marine Interests.
You will also be asked to consider mensures dof

for the establishment of uniform laws relating to K
Glections.

submitted to you, for the performance of the duty imposed
ms of the Union Act, of immediately construeting the Iuter-

ning the privileges of Parliament and
lections, and the trial of Controverted

Gentlemen of the House of Commons,—

The ciroumstances under which the Aot of Union came into operation, rvendered it



