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VVWOMAN'S WAY
A Game of Heurts anzd Ballots

By EDITH GWYNNE

IT was a rather cold nighit for the first week in October, but in
Miss Higgins' parlor there was a grate fire whose radiance
would have bade defance to a january gale. It fickered onthe old mabogany sofa, which had been the pride of Delia Hig-

featres hoseseveitywas wesoe tothefrivolous alr
But he lame semedto fll ostcoinfortingly upon asedrgirlisb figure in a gown of richest cbestnut colôr, which

matched the shining hair almost too wilful and fluffy to cover
the wise bead of Miss Louise Marshall, a graduate of Toronto
University, who taught French, German, English anîd History in
the High School of Parkersville, and who received for lier faith-fui services the sum of six hundred dollars a year, which, asTrustee Murchison bad observed, "was a handsome sumn for a
f exale to get."

Miss Marshall was entering upon ber second year at theaforesaid Higli Scbool, and also upon her second year of ex-
perience as a boarder in the old Higgins' homestead, where Miss
Delia kept a -spotless kitchen, and a table wbose delicacies tempted
the minister thither at least once a week.

Miss Delia was flot over fond of lighting a ire in the parlorso early as October. But Louise Marshall, in spite of ber Uni-
versity degree, bad found a royal road to'the excellent spinster's
carefully-fenced beart, and then George H-oward was caling,p and Miss Delia regarded George as "the best-mannered boy that
evercame out of Parkersville High School." -

Tbeir friendship dated from the day wben George had
rescued "Nigger," Miss Delia's favorite cat, f rom the rude bands
of the Jones boys, and many a cookie and harvest apple had lie
eaten by the big stove in the Higgins' kitcheti.

George had gone to thue University in Toronto, three hundred
miles away, which Miss Delia regarded as an ungodly town,
given over to worldliness and cheap sales. At the University,
Mr. Howard had become sligbtly acquainted witb Miss, Marshall,
who was just commencing her course during bis final year, and
wbo was a studious Young person, not desirous of being accused
of taking University work for the sake of securing masculine
society.

Howard did well at Osgoode Hall, and returned to Parkers-
ville to become the partner of old Lawyer King, wbo was only
too glad to bave sucb a vigorous Young presence in bis Weil-
known office.

The Higb School Board was also anxious to add Mr. George
Howard, an old Parkersville boy, a B.A., and an LL.B., to its

* distinguished councils; and so, when Louise Marshall applied
for the position of teacher of nmodern languages, the youngest
member of the Board recalled ber brown eyes, and also a dimple
or two and strenuously supported ber claim witb successful
eff ect

For a year be bad sbown admirable zeal as a trustee in
looking after tbe most recent member of tbe Higli Scbool staff,
and before Miss Marshall went home to Brantley in Jue, be
begged of ber to consider the advisability of reducing ber efforts
te, a dlass of one, and allowing bur to absorb ber future atten-
tion, witb Gupid to mark the examination papers.

LouiiseMarsal was a Young wornan possessed of ambition,
even thougli ber ambition bad brougbt ber only so f ar as the
Parkersville High Scbool and six bundred dollars a year, and
she refused to listen to Mr. Howard's eloquence on tbe subject
of a certain wbite brick bouse on Lawrence Street, whicb might
be transi orsned into a twentietb century Eden if sbe would only
consent to take the name of Eve, 'alias Louise Howard.

The Young man was deeply hurt, and also somewbat iii-
dignant, for most of the Parkersville girls had shown their
feminine appreciation of tbe Young lawyer's graves of intellect
and person. He bad made up bis mmnd to avoid Miss Marshall
on her return to Parkersville in September, but be discover-d,
as mnany a clever person bas found out in previous centuries,
that for a man to miake up bis nind in one f ashion, wbeni bis
heart bas taken a different way, is extremnely baffing to weak
humanity.

After all, there was no reason why be and Miss Marshal
should not be f riends. She was an extremely intelligent girl,
whose conversational powers were so remnarkable, that the old
clock in the hall could only bc regarded as Ananias with a peu-
dulum wben it asthmatically strucli the hour of ten.

Wherefore lie bad made bis way to Miss X)elia's every
week since school had openied in September, and on this very
chili? October evenng had ventured once more to intimte tbat
life and law were poor thinga in lis tyts unleslie coulil corn-
piete the allijteration by adding Louise and love.

"I thought 1 told you," said Miss Marshall sternly, "that
1 like you 'very mucli, except when you talk like this."I am sure 1 can't be accused of worrying you about it. Tbis
is only the second tume I've referred to tht subj ect."
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was not to be trifled wîtb." There was tbe sound of a deeply-drawu breath, and strong biauds w ere laid upon ber shoulders,forcing her to look up into, a man's white face."i tell you thîs," be said very slol,"httetidtm
you will do tht asicing."loltathtti<tne

Sbe gasped in mingied rage and consternation. "I-Mr.Howard, you are abomînabiy rude."
He bowed ironically, and was about to 1eave the parlor,wben Miss Delia entered, bearing a plate filled bigh with gleam-ing, crinuson apples.
"Wby, you're neyer going yet, George Howard. Sit riglitdowu and tell me if this story's true about your ruuning for theCouservatives in North Grant."
Now, Mr. Howard bad been seriously considering the mat-ter, and bad almost decided not to stand. Ht was to announcébis intentions to the party on tbe following moruiug. "I bear,"contiued Miss Delia, "that Ben Wilder is going to run on tbeReforni side. He'll make a strong candidate.".

It bappened that Mr. Benjamin Wilder was also an admirerof Miss Louise Marsball1, a scbool trustee, and an old bachelorof considerabie wealtb, as Parkersviîle esteenied weaith."m going to mun, Miss Delia," aunouncedthe Young lawyerwith sudden resolve.
"Weil," said Miss Delia sorrowfnlly "T've aiways been agood GFit, but' I declare to goodness, George, that I bope youwon't be beaten."
"Tbank you," be said, with an unsteady langb, "tbat's:agreat admission for a Higgins to nuake; your fatherwas thewarmest Reformer I ever knew."
"You're a Reformer, too, aren't you, Louise?" asked MissDelia.
"Yes,"' said tht girl, looking at Mr. Howaryd witb ber darkeyes aflame, "and I bope witb ail my heart tl-at Mr. Wilder willget in!"
",Yon are bouest, at least," said Mr. Howard quietly, as Mi ssDelia murmured a protest at this declaration of political enmrity,,lit us just as well to know wbo onie's f riends are.>'"Have an app le, George' urged Miss Delia, "thiese are thebest we've had for years."'
"If you'll excuse me," said Louise faintly, "I think I mustgo and look .o\,er some exercises for to-niorrow. And I havesucli a headache!"'
After site bad <isappeared, Miss Delia said witb a puzz4edfrown, "there must be somietbing wrong witu that girl. Sbe'susually awfuily sw.,eet-teinpered but the way she spoke to youwas downrigbt rude."
George laughed lenientiy, and said in reply, "These applesare ail riglit, but they're not go good as the ones I ate fifteenyeare zago. Do You remember the 'water-cores' at the old farm ?""I sbould tbink 1 do. Brother George has the place, and bissecond wif e is -just ietting everything go to, rackc and mrin."In descanting on the delinqueucies of the second Mrs. GeorgeHiggîns, Miss Delia forgQt ail about Louise Marsball's headacheand ill-temper, and Louise felt utterly disgusted when she hearidber.rejected lover's merry laugh over Miss Delia's quaint re-mniscetices.
"I don't helievýe," said the young Woman wrathftilly, as epounded an unoffeuding pillow, "iLîa+ ble cares the least 'bitwbether 1 like Mim. 'l'o thînk that lie said I wonid ask bumthe third L imne !!VICO are hateful creatures P,M1iseý Louise Marshall ruight be a most ambitious Youngperson, witb a stroug determination tbat bier own effocrts shouldprovide ber with bread and butter,.flot to speak of silk blouses;'but she cried herseif into very disturbed siumbersihda^o fMrGeizPwr sPem 'n which sitebad viionof r. eore IIowrd s Pemir of -Canada, andthe husband of a stout blonde who wore black velvet anddiamionds.
The followiig weeks were full of poilical disturbance, andMr. nTowardgrew 4biin ad hoarse in lus efforts to keep uýp withthe caipign,' and to help his frieuds in adjacent ridings, for hewas a good speaker, filuent and effective. and the party realizedlus oratorical value.
lie met Miss Marshall several tiues in the course of thtcamipaigu, and recgied that young woman's frosty bow witbcorrespondingly 

0cldness She assured herseîf daily that she"didii't care," a-nd srnileçl upon Mr. Wiider'in a way thàt coin-pletely bewiidered that staid politician, and muade him reflect onwhat a fine wife she would niale for a Nlembtr of Parlament."A max might be proud of lier aiîywhere," lie murmured to him-self, "and she's got the prcttiest eyes 1 ever saw. It's a s!bamefor ber to, spend ber tm in a stuffy sch.0ol-roorn.Acting on thus 'belit , Mr. Wlder i v~e isMarhalltodrice behind bis new b'ay teain which badtwon first prize atthe Western Fair in London ' and politicaliniterest ini the coni-testL suddenly deepened in Parkersvilîe. Was Cupidj going to'take a baud in the gaie and play for the Refom ude? It look<-ed as if ýMiss Marshail liad discarded lier lawyer admireir, andthe women of tbe towîi hardly kixew whether to ct>udemn lierfor ifiekleness or to ,vonder whether, she had sudcIenly disccyveredtht extent of "01<1 Ben's" savlngs.
',nt x y opinion, said Mrs. Pascoe to MIAiss Ileli, 4 tlat-Miss Marshall, for ai lier innocent looks, is a deep younig wo-min. She thuiks the Reforin udt higoin~g to win, ndstef atto lie th.e wife of thte Member and have ' 'smoeytos' ndiOttawa."n aopytosedi

So tht C'etober days passed aivay, andpakrille asttrrounded with woods 4,-.1-----
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