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comfort and admiration of God’s people from that
day  to this. It was in the fiery furnace that
Shadrack, Meshaok and Abed-nego won such glory
to the God of Isracl that even a heathen king pro.
claimed His majesty and dominion, and commandod
his subjects to worship Him who could deliver after
this mavner. It was in tho furnace of perscoution
that Stephen, Poter, James, John and Paul proved
the divinity of their characters and the genuinonoss
of their faith,

Without suffering the world could never have
known the strength of their faith, the fervency of
their love, or the purity of their lives. Their trials
made them ‘“spectacles unto the world, to angels
and to mon,” and won for their master tho cars and
hearts of thousands,

When an apostle wouid present to us tho highest
achievements of faith, and the most wondorfyl
exhibitions of the power of divine grace, ho refers
ua, nol 80 much to the doiwgs of God's people as to
their cheorful and triumphant sufforings— Hub, xi.
Doar readere, how are your aflictions rovealing you
to those around you? Are you adding your testi-
mony to that of the cloud of wituesses who aroe
gone before, to the sufficiency of divine grace to
sustain and ocomfort in the hour of sorrow and
suffering? Is your patient endurance saying to
those who are watching you, ** I caut do and suffer
all 5};1113131 through Christ which strengtheneth me 1"
~Selected,
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THE SCEPTICAL SHOLEMAKER,

“I have read,” said the shoemaker, *‘a great
deal about the hoathen gods, and I bolieve the
account of Christ is taken from some of the heathoen
writings or other,”

¢ Will you abide by your own decision on two
questions which I will put to you " said tho Bible-
roader. ¢ If go, I will freoly do the aame. I will
abido by your answors; by duing so wo shall gave
much time, and arrive more qnickly at the truth,”

¢ Well,” said he, ** out with it, and lot us see if
[ can answer ; thore are but few things but what 1
can say something about.”

‘“ Woll, my friend,” roplied the reader, ‘‘my
first question is:  Snpposo all men wore Christians
according to the account given to us in the gospels
concerning Ohrist, what would be the state of
society 1"

He romained silont for somo time in doep
thought, and then wae constrained to say: ** Woll,
if all mon were really Christians in practico as woll
as theory, of courso we should bo a happy brother-
hood i.deed.” .

“I promised you,”" said tho reador, *‘that 1
would abide by your answer; will you do the same?”

¢ () yes,” he roadily replied, ‘‘ no man can dony
the goodnoss of the system in practice. But now
for the other question; perhaps 1 shall get on butter
with' that. You have got a thalk ikis time against

o.

¢ Woll, my next queation is this: Suppose all
men wore infidels; what then would be the stato of
London and the world

He seemed still more porplexed, and remained a
long timo silont. At length he said : ‘“You cer-
tainly have beaten me, for I never before saw the
two effocts upon society. 1 now sce that where the
Christian builds up the intidel pulls down, I
thank you; I shall think of what has passed this
afternoon.”

The sequel was that ho was fully persuaded in
his owr mind to give up all bis infidel companions,
and follow the Lord Jesus Christ. But the change
did not stop hero. When firat the reader called ho
had sat on an old dirty chair, with a number of
‘half-starved children sitting in their rags on the
floor around him, neglected aud unoared for; now
they have removed to a better home in a cleaner
street. Within all is cheerful and happy. Tho
father, no longer faithless, delights in the company
of his wife and children, all of whom aro neatly
dressed ; and hie chief happiness is to read and
speak to them of the things which belong to their
everlasting peace,— H, L. Hastings,

A FEW WORDS ABOUT HONEST
MISTAKES.

The senior editor is moved to sasy a fow words
abont the question of the relation of the honest but
mistaken believers in Christ, [t is a subject that
has a practical side and is one that causes some
difficulty in the minds of honest people. We are
led to say what wo do from an incident that came
under our notice not lorg since,

Our government during the war prescrioed &
form of oath and coremony of mustering in its
volunteer soldiers, and grants a pousion by law to
those who are disabled or suffering from the effects
of their exposure in the service. When the men
onlinted, took tho oath and were mustsred in, tho
governmeont promised to do this. Some time siuce
a man who had been a faithful soldier hud been a
prisoner of war and endurod all the hardchips of
three years service, made an application for a
pension, It was then discovered that tho man had
never been regularly mustored into the United
Staics service, that at the time he enlistod he had
not taken any oath or beon formally mustered. It
was also found that he had mistaken somothing
olso for that oath, yet honestly believed he had
been mustered. Now what did ths goverument

do? Under a strict construction of the law there-

was no formal covenant betweon the government
and the soldier; ho had not dono, on account of an

honest mistake, what the government requived to
make him a soldier, Yot he had been falthful to
the govornment as a soldior in all that he could do.
The government said, We will not take advantage
of the informality but will give him his pension,
Did thoy do right? It scems to us that they digd,
and that they did not in any way lessen the value
of the formal oath by so doing.

Christ has proseribed an act of faith (baptism) by
which mon becomo His f llowers, His disciples, by
which they enter into covenant with Him. A
man, through a mistake and the teaching of the
mustering officor, doos not comply with the exant
act that Josus proscribos. He dves what he
honestly supposes Jesus requires and with full
purpose of heart serves Jusus all his lifo. Now
may not Josus—or would he not have the r1ight in
view of all the surroundiogs to acespt tho sorvice
of the mistskon man and give him the reward? It
sooms to us he might do so aud still not in any way
d:s-violc 1co to his own rvequirement. We must
romotnbor that Jesus is not only the law-giver but
the judge, dnd must tomper judgmont with mercy
and compassion. If He does not He is not the
Chriat that wept ovor Jerusalom,

To us sll this appears very plain and easy, but
now comoes the practical application of the matter.
Men say, If Josus accepts a man undsr these
ciroumsatancos why should not we? Because we
are not the judge would be reason enough if thexe
was no other. But lot us take the illustration
with which we began this article. Suppose some
mustering offlcor should say, *‘ The government
paid the man who was mistaken about his muster,
therofore I will not obsorve the law in mustering
other soldiars, but wil) accept them tho same as
the mistaken man was accopted.” You would say
at onco that he was very foolish not tc sce the dif-
foronce between the government condoning a mis-
take and bis going to work deliberately to commit
one. So with us, Bocause wo think Jesus may
or oven ought to condono an honest mistake, it
does not follow that we have a right to go deliber-
atoly at work to sanction the mistake ourselves.
To us the two things are as wide apart as the poles,
as wide apart as T am from Jesus in power, authority
and wisdom, and it has alwaya secemud s'range to
us'that any intelligont man failed to zeo it. What
I may do and what Jesus with all his authority as
Judge and King wmay do are two things. Iam
only to preach and practico what Jesus commanded,
and beyond that I am not to go, I dare not go.
While I do that T know also that Jesus will do just

what is right when He comes to judge the world,
and when Ho tolls mo that #e to whom much is
given of Him much will be required, while to him
to whom little is given of him little will bo required,
I at onco 3ay that Jesus has a right, in view of all
the circumstances in each casa, tv make such sllow-
ances a8 He judgos right for any and all honest
mistakea mada by thoso that love Him. That He
will do 20 I have not a particle of doubt, and as I
beliove some men who love Christ and believe in
Him aro honestly mistaken about baptism, I am
profoundly convinced than He will not be less
morciful to them that He will be to the honest
mistakes in my owa life. B..t hocause I baliove
this is no resson why I should in any way disregard
or sanction in others a disregard of the law of
Josus as I read and underatand it, 1In fact it is a
further reason for mo to adhere to if, for I am
thus without excuse. Believing that Jesus is so
good that He will overlaok and condone an honest
mistake i8 tho vory reason why we shonld try not
to make tho mistake or sanction it in others. The
more we bolievo in tho goodness and mercy of
Jesus tho moro we are constrained to preach and
practice oxactly what Ho has taught and to avoid
all mistakes, But we have said onough. This is
not in reply to any one else, or to controvert sny
quostion, but to suggest that what we bolieve and
think Jesns will do with any one who mistakes His
law has no more to do with our accepting them to
or rojecting them from church fellowship than
what we may think or believe as to whether
William Tell shot the apple off his son’s head or
not,— Ohristian Oracle,



