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uNo. .2.——0N THE USE oF THE MICROSCOPE IN THE PRACTICE
‘ oF Mepicixg.

For the last nine or ten years the Pathologists of
;-:Europe have been in the habit of using the microscope
i for the elucidation of many departments of Practical

2 -Medicine, but more ‘especially for the examnmtwn of
i urmary diseases.

¢ The researches of Prout and others, who examined
“this (hﬁ'xcult subject thh the assistance’ of chemxstry,
¢ did' much, no doubr, towards removing a great deal of

h)swlan in the active practxce of his profession,
lthough - he could not shut 'his eyes'to the’ great
mportance of chemxstry, in renal’ dxseases, had to
eglect the mmute study of* these affections, lnasmuch,
sat every step his provress was ‘arrested by the
ecessxty for chemical analysis, and the great length
of time which ‘a careful exammanon of ‘the urine re-
(= quired, when ¢conducted in this'manner. But now that
the. wntmgs of Rayer, erd and Simon, ‘have placed
nthe “hands of the practxtloner a speedy zmd simple
method " of a.nalysmﬂ' urmary deposxts. no matter ‘how
"asmall in quantity, by means of the microscope, 1o ex-
use ean be offered for his remammg ignorant of this
subject, except that, which with equal propriety, he
!mght adduce for his want of acquamtance ‘with other
in provements in medxcme, uz., mdolence or mdaﬂ'e-
mce, - "

ButIam not mthout hope, that the recxtal of tha

lowmg cases, in :llustratxon of the mlue of the

yei .f“ ave .tumed their” attentwn to this 1mpor.
atter, wnll be mduced 1o commenca its’ study,
ahn 4 pssure, them, w:ll e productwe of more
alloyed ‘pleasure than any other dep m'tment of the;x
Kofagsion is capablo of affording. #

g the obscunty in which it was emeloped but the}-

For some years back 1have been in the almost
daily habit of using this instrument, in the investiga-
tion of diseases of the kidneys, urethra and bladder,
and in those affections which, though 'situated in dis-
tant organs, produce sympathetic deraugements of the
renal functions. :

On my arrival in this city, I made some of my friends
acquamted with these investigations ; amongst others,
I 'may allude to Dr. Crawford, whose’ zedl for the ‘
science of his profession is well worthy of xmmmon.
He sooni saw the ‘great assistance the instrament
afforded in many difficult cases, and avalled himself
of his being in London to order out two excellent
ones, which I beheve he is constantly employmg.

“Tndeed I could hardly adduce a case more conclusive
of its utility than the followm whxch occurred in hxs
practice, ' v
Case L—A boy, aced about six or-seven years, was
brought to Dr. Crawf'ord last autiomn, by hls mother,
who stated that he laboured under various symptoms,
which led Dr. C. to suspect the présence of a caleu-
lus in the bladder. He accordingly introduced a ‘soiind,
but did not obtain any conclusive evidence of- the pre-
sence of a stone. The boy laboured under the symp-
toms for some time ‘longer, and -in my presence the
sound was again-introduced, but neither the doctor nor
myself could feel :any calculus. .. I -obtained a small
quantity of the boy’s urine, dnd examined it with the
microscope, and although to the naked eye it appeared
quite healthy, yet it exhibited a good number of pus
globules, as well as a deposit of the mple phosphate \
in prismatic crystals. -

As the boy had no symptoms of disease’ of the kid-
neys or ureters, and his age- precludmg the probability
of these appearances being due to" gonorrhoeal ‘irrita.
tion, the opinion we formed was, ‘that the  mucous
membrane of the bladder was in 2 stite of sihacite
.{inflimmation. ' Scon, afier 'the employment -of treat-
ment which this diagnosis suggested, the - symptoma
became alleviated, : ‘

Case I —Last winter a genﬂeman, aged twenty»
four, called upou e for advxce, for what he.. termed ‘&
disease ‘of the liver. ' He had been under the" care of

Y one physxcmn for three years, and had lately consulted



