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'il~esu3,matereil as it ivis by the tears of
the great Apostle, andi ivasîIeti bY the
bloot? of the Saviour, should yet liave
itlen ic' L st love, degeueratd. t
fbruiihity, ivorilness and idoiatry, antd

1)t3riblieli Whetheî' tiit'c<' Elclers ta
îvhoin 1->auav citai-re fiii lilh'ul not tlieir
roi l llissiO, n n11tleetted the iloe< over
w'hielh the FSoly Ghlost hazd timade chîcin
ovCi'sQC's, or whctlier it ivas the congr'e-
gaLion iseif that, throngh lapse of' tinte,
grcw lîeedless and fei'csu', re inqiî'
îîct ; sullk'cient that E"phiesu Idi ava V,
tiepartedl lroni the ltith,and iii the cour'se
of cenîturies bec-iîne a %vi'eck-, its chuicli
andi city gone, a, lMalionmedan masque
OCCUPYîng, ý iLs site, and of' the Iii ani
love once ceiebrated by the Apostle 110
î'est:ge reminq~; stili, thinic not th is

mle.sage aird tjtese teais in vain. N ay,
no bread cast on the wvaters or breatht to
lIcaven, is ever in vain ', the eonvcrts of'
Ephiesus were saved, lier saints %vere
gathiered inta Jesuis' bosomîn1 ni er littie
omes pert Uîcd not, ahthough lier Chtirch
andi religion stibseqtiettly <lliii ; andti ow

Epheus oî.tinsa pillai-, a monument of
Paul's tears, andi o* Tîinotiy's nhinistry,
warning succeeding Chutrehies agaiiîýt
apostaey front the iaith, and igainsct de-
clcnsioît iii love. My friends, d <o miot
take titis text to-day avîthtout cause. I
i; -25 years3 tliii Sabbati sinee 1 coin-
îneîtced mny niinistry in Pictou. Is it
alot prolier, afcet' an expiry o! a quarter
()f a cenitiry, to takie a slight rei'iew and
inake a brief recot'd of flheè past? 9I T%'n-
tv-fivc l'eam"t4 comupriFe a, genleration, andi
forrn, In ei'eri' Man's lifiè, no inconsicler-
abhle prino'Ii mistory; but in thme cage
of a, ministry eom1drited in these colonliers,
iltlîqt have ltad its liç,,Igts and shades, iLs
c'loud and sînhnyet thiat, throwgh, the
ltelp of' Goîl, i contrinue to titis da-y, is IIty
-rateXil testiniony. Tîventy-five years,
î'ali yolu' mmid baek, you thaIt ivere then

te",andi glary in yaîxr attacîtuent to
fitir %vor'lipl in tuie litie round Chtirli,
ondearuil to uis bv 8a mcany asýsociations,
tîmen tîmier debt -, te square pews iii
whichi sat the Crielitons, Crcî'ar, ]3eck,
Thonis Hariiper, and olliers since gone
ta their Fathers, the oid Church îvitli iLs
packed people ini the galîcries, and its
sitters upan the pulpit staiis. Do y'oc
reinembcer-who does? tîte first sermon
preaclied on the second Sabba«thl of jan.,
1849, after a lqng vacancy hcrc,in which,

but for the visits af Rev.Dr. MGliry
and Me constanl kecping tip th e Sabballi
&hoo! (je the part of a .faitliftdl ]cw, there
lmad beecu no congregation ftmtd no people
to wors'lj to, fot' 1 trace that Sabbatiî
School attcndance as otte of Lthe bonds of
pi'cs"ivation to the Clurch,pro% ing tînit,
mot'itlstanding a vacanc, ,if' the J'otig
continue to uteet, there iiili be a nuecîcîts
ot' a Church. On ail luinds, it ivas ad-
mitted tîmat iny eutrance aniong J'on iras
seaisonablle, iL iras 3 oui' tinte of*ncxti'cuîiity
ivîmen fewy and far' betw'ccn ivci'e services,
and noue to î'isit tîte sick or' break tîte
breati of communion. itli e) note ot'
xny xtminiistry ivas strucki iii John iii. 16,
"lFor God so loved tlie vot'ld tîtat Hie
gave is oui)' begrotten Sont, that whioso-
ever bulicveth in C fini sltouid imt perisît,
but liave everlastiîtg ld'*e," and. tiu stram
has been evangelicaIi since. Rouind that
asR a centr'olias comîvergedi these ntany
J'ears'teacliing(,. Whiat a niultiplicityo.f
topies lias ini this period engaged oui' at-
tention ! Yet ever the one cen-ral
tîtoîte, "lsai ration thx'ougli Jesuis Chirist."
StilI, 1 trust tîmat the Aputie'â suljet~s
htave been distinetLy ltandied, "ýrelient-
ance toîvartis God and faitlx tuwvaids the
Lord Jesus Chirist," iviout wiviel tîte
olfers ot niercy mipst evri be muade in
vain. Ti'te Laýw ai Goil lias beeni prcach-
cd, as the standard of riglît and wrommg,
m'hiclh reveals sin and condenîins Lte sin,-
ner5 , that lie amiy betake ljiiself'to Christ
for justification and ilb, and the Grospel
Ilà~ been proclaimed as LIme ail-stiflicient
reniedy-vitlt wliat suc'cess, God know-

N'eîertheless, it is no mîal gî'ound of
consolation thtat ave ]lave buiît upon no
1h]dse foumîdtation, anti another thouglît,
that like Paul here, ire ]lave niot bltunred
to dleclare the wltole counscil of God, the
bless'tng antd the curs, warnihig anti
entreact', witlî that resuit in the case of'
mnm, Godl knowetli. Soute hearers
imiglit likce thmat certain dtîties îvould be
but sliglitiy tout'heml upon, and certain
surs aoc coiffeimucî, tîmat this false si's-
teni w'onld be spared,and a generai truce
witlî eî'ror prevail. but flot so did 11e
-vholi Nve are -settiflg iip as cui' mode.
You knowv hmow sharply lie rebuked sin,
antd ltow lic chargesi ittisters ta contend
for te faicth once dclivei'ed Lo thte Saints;
for the fence oniee duiva, 'wel1l ie, knew
the praperty wouid. bus in. danger. Ac-


