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f saw a fittlo Jimpid upripg. .
“P'was uear a mountain's sido,
Whose erystal waters sparkled bright,
And mado u silver tide,

T'ho rill which flowed from it 1 traced
Along itz verdunt shore 3 .
Fhiongh valley rich and meadow fair,

Its geotle course it wore.

As [ advauced, it scomed as if
Jt wido aud wider grew,

Till in a river broad and decp
It hurst upon my view.

And still the tiver’s coure I traced,
And marked its deeper foold—
Still with inercusing graudeur roll'd
‘Thut streamn—the love of Ged

But now an ocean’s shorcicss main
In majesty appears,

And breuks on our ustonished sight,
Demanding grateful tears

Whilo on the bouudless wved wo gazo,
Che cvo of fuith oan’glvan

Lot a sy spucocd alithats thepe—
Tho rest by us uzoccu.

Nor shall cternity reveal,
1ts vast catent to maun;
A hicight, a depth, a length, a breadth
No creature’s mind can scan.
But with all saints Lord muke mo know
‘That strezm of love divine ;
And may I on its plucid tide
Yor ever float us thige!
I A
Knox's College, ‘Toronto,
Oct. 27, 1817,

KNOX’S COLLEGE,

TIL OPENING.

This inslitution was opened on Monday, the
206th wit. By the reaent resolutions of the Synod,-
the winter session, which is the principal one,
should continne six months, beginning with the
middle of October; and the dircctors, notwith-
standing the non-arrival of the Professors; expected
from Scatland, were unwilling to delay the open-,
ing of the session much boyond that fime.

A goodly number of students have arrived in
town.. They were assembled in the Divinity Hall,
dogether with several membens of Knox's congrre-
gation, when the College Committee and tho resi-'
dent Professors enfered and ook their seats.

The Rev. William Rintoul, Convener of tho
Commitiee, took the chair, and gavo out the 67th
Psaln; which was sung, and led in prayer to the
throne of grace. He then introduced the husiness
of the day by a short address on (he state and pros-
pecisof the institution. Theso he illustrated from

‘the history of the College, originating, as it did, in
the disseverance of the Canadian Presbyterian

~

Chureh from the established Church of Scotland,
candtle, low 0l Qaueu R Collegres: witli2ho gaisy
Ino\\'u\c}:!nf.g;lx‘n;ml alfits divinity students; ainl
aleo, from ﬂicip'iozmss of the College, which e
traced minutely through the three past yeane.  He
also touched on the mission off Mr. Bayno to Seot-
lanid, and the provpects of inereused strength in the

professoriul depurtment.

¢ <

Mr. Rinton] illudmted the constitution of the-
Collegze, as baifyr analugons to that of the ‘Theolo-
gical School of Geneva, in which the celehrated
historan of the Reformation, and Gaussen are so
disthuguizhed profescone. e said that, ulike un-
chartered and unendmved, it depended on the will
of the Chureh, expressed through tho Synwd:
that, necessery uy wn efiective "Theologicel school
i, (o perpetunte mud extend the work of evangeli-
zation, its prosperity was bound up with a revived
it of religion in the Church: that God has been
in varions ways, Dessinyg us'ng @ Church, and that
if ho continue his favour unto us, and revive and
strengthen ns'for advancing his canso in this great:
fand, then itis cestain that he will abo bless our
Collegres und enable us to send forth well accom-
plirhed labaurers info his vineyasd,

Mr. Rintoul then intruduced the Tov. Mr. Robb,
of Humilton, who delivered an admirable discourse
on the importance of «t thorough culture of litera-
ture and philosophy to the theologian, and of a' full
acquaintance with the whole scheme of revelation
to the ninister of the gospel. Mz, Robb has very
kindly placed his LS. in our hands, and we may
vet give it a place in the cohnnus of the Record in
two or threo successive numbers; meanwhile, we
quote from the Banuer a very good alstract of this
disceurso :

“ Mr. Robb first adverted to the preparatery
studics necessary for thoso enteringe tho ministry,
showing that all knowledge was important to tho
theologian, aa well to ittcrease his vwn stock as to
farnish him with suitable illustrations—that gene-
ral grammar, and particularly an acqusintance
with the languages in which the seriptures were
originally written, was highly requisite—thut logic,
which teaches tho luws that ought to govern the
human ind, which enables us to detect errors in
fulso reasoning, and grives order to his own coneep-
tions, was indispensable to the students—that the-
ologians ought to bo well acquainted with the phil.
osoplly of mind, for ay the mechanic not only
needs to bo familiar with the tools ho handles, but
also with the natuse und quality of the materiat
on which he operates, g0 & minister rhould ~udy
well tho character of thaso over whom he is pluced,
and know the mauner in which to treat exnch par-
ticular case. In illustration of this, Mr. Robb re-
ferred to the heresy denying the influence of tho
spirit in conversion—which urose. from the false
metaphysics of Humeo, and others. He showed
that christiunity does not- feur nor opposo fruth-—
that what is truc in_religion is no error in science
=—rceammended the cavefu] perasal of Edwards on
the Will, Butler's Anulogy, and the writings of
Chaliners, whodo lunented death, it hasheen well

said; Lias awukened the cchoes of ihe world—who

.

with giant ann grappled with and oveiemne the,
 anighitiont foe, and whio, ju on articlo weittrn a eliort”
Ainie-bofore * fio oll asleep,” has euitt that o

rent cotiing Lattle for the teath st b fought
an the field of moetuphyact  (Seo n eritersm on
Morelt's Philasophy, in tho Noath British Review.)

¢ Mr. Robb recommended the systematic study
of ‘Theology—i. e, that the great trutha of thy
gospet shoull ho studied nocorling to thee dopens
dence and relation to each other—that us the stu.
dent of nature tint coneiders the great nata ai-
visions—annual, vegetable, and ineral—LE re
examining minutcly the suldivisions and vast va-
ricty of species which thieso inelude, %o the ~tunlent
of tho biblo must arrange nud clnify those traths
which lie reattered thronghont tho sacred pages.
‘Uhe natural philosopher's duty is not to devixe und
to propound what lawa onght to regulnte nuture’s
waorks, but to take nature as ho finds her, i ¢, lio
is not to theotize, but to draw legitimnte inferons
cos fror tho trathx azcertained-—wo thoe "Theologian
st ko the lible tho basiz of arrangement—
the starting point—and iu hix futuro investigations
must udopt tho motto “* what readest thou?” in-
stead of 0 what thinkest thon?”  Mr. R.illustrated
tho ovils flowing from a contsary coursd.in a con-
ci»o and logical manner, hy<tho errons.that hiave
arisen regarding e doctrine of wivncurnt—but
we cannot trast ourselves to follow him throngh
hix beautiful ehain of reasoning,”” 1In nent culled
tho attention of the s!tndcn:» ta hio L-*lfoﬁ's .!u:i-
veble from 2 tharaigh, pepnainionce =3l e icade
ing doctrines of lh(;smmpci, which., likn!‘!ho ditter-
ent pards of a huilding, hiad a benutiful depondenco
on cach other, an evidence, says he, of its divino
origin——luunan ingennity never could have wrought
out such a perfect and hanmonious system: An
crror in ono ductrino yould atlect tho tryths of the
wholo eystem.

“After specifying some of the loading doctrines,
such us the ‘T'rinity, justification and sanctification,
aral their relation to cach viher, &¢., ho pave 2
beantiful illastration by refersing 1o the expericnco
of Luther, 1o felt himsell a guilty condemnned
sinner~—that 1o imdulgences, no penances could
grive relief, and until ho felt tho power of the pro-
phet’s precept, ¢ ‘Pho just shall live by faith,” no
rest could ho find for body or svul.  Bnt this doc-
tring of justification by faith, “an if God had
planted it thete, disclosed to him the mystery of
the christian life, and increased that life in his soul,”
—by thishoachieved the Reformation in Germany,
A similar work in ‘Switzerland was effected by
Zwingle, who reached tho truth in a somewhat dif-
ferent manner, viz., by tho gentle influcuce of
seripture.  Ie held that nothing was to le admite
ted but what wus sanctioned by seripturc—wtila
Luthor thought all lawful that was not forbidden
by seripture. “The rev. gentleman advised - the
careful perusal of tho old divines, such as Calvin,
‘Turretin, and tho clegant Witsiug, concluding his
adinirable and decply-interesting address ‘by: oxe
horting tho students to scek in all their mudies an
unction fram on high, and to have thelr. minds
deeply imbucd with the spirit of the gospl””

The Rev. Mr. Buchanan, of the Fres Chl_;rch
of Bothwell, Scotland, next addresscd the e}ddonu
in an appropriute nud solomn strain.  Cne maxjn
lio 2specially inculcated on thoe students, which we
trust they will not forget, viz: that all reasonalfs
acquirements in their proper studics weres uttainar
blo, through the divine blewsing, op sustained wid
weil-directod excrlions, '




