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Z IRISH AND CANADIAN SYS-
THETIEMS OF NATIONAL EDUCA-
TION COMPARED.
[From Dr. Ryerson’s Education Report for
1857 ]

THE IRISH NATIONAL SYSTEM INVESTIGAT-
ED: TH*EE FEATURES OF IT ADOPTED
AND INTRODUCED INTO THE SCHOOL
<YSTEM OF UPPER CANADA. :

Having thus, f-om official aod sutheotic
sources, furnished the Caoadiap public with
full information as to the eature and work-
ing of the system of Natiopa! Education 1o
Irelaud, it remaips for me to compare the
Irish and Caoadian systems, nd show 'h.;
parts of the Lrieh system bave been ,ﬂd:%ff
in Upper Capada, whereio they still differ,
and the comparative economy #nd success of

system

“":jl'lheyNuiooul System of Fducation his

oved an immense blessing to Ireland, and is

robably the only system which could have

Eun successfully iotroduced among/the classes

of tbe poor in that country. It was conceir-

ed snd carried into operstion in _the largest
spirit of equity, charity, and patriotism. Io
my owp tour of inquiry, in 1844-5, prepara-
tory to the establishment of a National School

System i Upper Canads, I iovestigated the

system of National Education in Ireland,

ysited its priveipal schools, conferied wi'h
the officers and members of the National

Board o Dublio, beth Protestant apd Bomen

Catholic, aod subsequently recommended

and succeeded in introducing three features

of the )rish National System ioto Upper Ca-
pada. Io 1851, [ again conferred at large
with the Sepior Becretary of the Irish Na-

" tional Board, op the workiog of the system

snd the various oppositions to it ; aod io.
1856 1 repeated the investigations of 1851 in
Dublio, but found, to my regret, that opposi-
tion to the system bad ceused changes which
appeared to me to be for the worse, and that
it seemed to be less bealtby and vigorous
thao in 1845, at which time little inroad bed
been made upoo the origical natiopal principles
of the system,

The three features of the Irish National
Syst-m which bave been adopted in Upper
Canada ars as follows :

First: ‘The series of school text "books
and maps; which were prepared by esperienc-
ed teachers, and received the upanimous
approval of both Protestavt and Komen
Catbolic members of Natiopal Board,
aod to which no exception has ever been
taken by any representative or writer of
either party to this day. The only two
books of the Series which have been the
subjects of dispute in Ireland are not used in
‘the Public Schools of Upper Canada.

Second: The system of Normal apnd
Model Bchools, in the masagement and ex-
ercises of both of which I thiok we have
- made important improvements.,

Thard : The principle and method of pro-
tectiog parental authority and the rights of
eonscience in regard to religious books, ex
ercices and ipstruction ip the schools: pro-
viding at the same time for religious exercises
at the duily op-ning and close of the school,
according to the discretiop of the local su-
thorities, and for the weekly religious in-
struction of pupr's at the schools, as authoriz-
ed“a -« provided by their pareuts and pastors.
By comwparing the provisioos of our law and
our sunple and plaip regulstiors on this sub-
Ject wirh the elaborate regulations and not
very clear explanatioos of the Irich Natiopal
Board, it will be reep 1hat we have extracted
the e-sence of the Goveromeot Regulations
in Irelapd, sud those which have proved
practicable and acceptable o all parties
there, witbout the minute vanations and ex-
oeplions which bave been the occasion of
mepy dispu‘es snd separations 1n the Nations|
S¢hools io lreland, ae may be seen from th:
extrac's of evidence givepin Appendix D,

1 have thus adopted from the Isish Natiopal
Bystem what appeared to me to be -its ex-
sellencies, while I adopted $com the English
System its method of supplymdg schools with
meps and apparatus—a method which has
ulso receotly been introduced into Ireland.
DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE IRISH AND CA-
NADIAN SYSTEMS OF NATIONAL EDUCATION.

The poiuts ot difi-rence between the sys-
tems of National Education in Ireland and
Upper Canada, sre still numerous avd im-
portent, I will statea few of *him;

1, In Ireland, the
absolutism ; w Upper Capada it is cons/itu-
tional and popular. lao Ireland, the Board
of Natioval Commissiopers is ao absolute
power under the Gorerpmeot ; it alope en-
acts the laws of the system, determioes what
schools sha!l be sided, how much shall~ be
paid to every wdividusl school or teacher,
whether a 'eacber shall be employed, or paid,
or pot, appoints every school officer, &c. In
Upper Cenada, the same Act of the Legs-
lature which ereates the Couperl of Public
fnstructiop auvd Office of Ch «f Superintecdent
(instead of Besident Cowmissioner), and
defines their powers avd duties, creates the
extevsite apd indep:ndept powe's of Mupi-
cipelities snd Behool Bections,—-powers
which are upknown io tbe lrisb Natiups)
System, but which involve the liberties, the
patiguvality, the strength, the very life of our
Cavadan system, lp Ireland, instead of our
Municipal Councils aod School Trustees,
there are local Patrops, who coostitute the
seeoud absolutism of the Irich Natiopal sys-
tem, s the Patron of each schoo! 15 pot elect-
ed by apy cocs'ituepey. but is the Indisidual
applicant to the Central Board for money to
establish or support a school, and who has
the exclusive control over it in regard to
fees of pupil; the appomntment of Master
(under the veto of the Central Board) and
bis abso'ute diswissal, the religious exercises
of the school, &e. The only voice that
apy otbers than the Patron of the school
bave 10 regard to its macsgement or chirac-
ter, is to send their ohildren there upon the
tesrms prescribed for them. The * school is
ealled 2 “patiopal school,” aad the Natiopal
Board requires this design to be affixed
over the door of it ; it isaleo eupported (or
ebiefly 50) out of a Natiooal Fupd, sdmiaus-
tered by a Nationa! Board, aod is aceesmble
to elf childreo whose parents choose to send
them upon the terms prescribed ; but there 1s
po vaticnaliy in the Jocal relations and con-
trol of the school, ]t is controlled by & nop
elected independent Pstron while the Capa
diao 1 coistrolled by Trustees elected by that
portion of the vatiop owuing property io the
school musicipality. Eve‘z freebolder and
bousebolder in Upper Cavada hasa property
#nd coutrol 1o regard to our national school
bou-es and schools ; in Ireland, the Board of
Na 1oval Commiesiopers and individual Pat-
rons mloue possess and cootrol the patiopal
schools. bether the adoption of this fea:
tuse of the lrisb School system wouid be ap
improvement npop our own, may be safely
left to the deciiiop of every friend of civil and
religious liberty apd natiopal education ip
Upper Canada,

2, A second poipt of difference between
he 1rwb sud Canadian systems of patiopal:
sducation, is their respective tendeney and
power to develope local exertiop and intelli-

“‘:‘:';z' asto ;.lcvm the charscter and

: e pecple. The theory of the

.C:adun '8, that pecple most value and best
rstend snd employ what they do and

provide thewselves ; that as ope great object

of educat ng childreo is to enable them to pro.

?*fﬂthml'ﬂ; 80 it 18 “."m PObo

Ject of the scbool system (besides educating

youth) 10 traio the peopie 0 sely upon thess.

selves io cdnw_ihm childees and ip map

stem 188 (wo.-jfold

training schools
Teachers, anéd the Chief Superintendent
sees that the conditions of the law are ful-
filled and gives isfermation and assistance
requisite for fulfilhng them and for improvieg
the schools, snd oversees the operations of
the traisiog schools; but nothing can be
dope io apy menicipality without the co-
operatign of the people in their collective or
pational cepacity, and in ascordasce with
their wishes—tbeir school affairs being under
their own mapagement. Thus the school
system, as is the muvicipal system, is a traio-
ing school of local self-government to the
freeholders and householders in each muni-
cipality, while it is the potent instrument of
educsting thewr children. The Parlizment-
ary Sehool Grant 1 Upper Canada is so ex-
pended as to be an incentive to local effort,
and forms buta small of the »mount
provided and expended for school purposes.
The 2 t to a municipality for the
salaries of Teachers 1s paid ou the condition
that at least an equal sum shall bs provided
by such nulien’p?it’y for the same purpose ;
and the whele fund thus provided is distri-
buted to the various schools accordiog to the
average attendance of pupils and the time
they are opes by legally certificated
teachers, same principle applies to the
expendifure of grants for the purchase of
school maps, apparatus, libraries aad prizes.
The result of this systam of assisting anod en—
couraging loeal efforts is, that while the
whole amount of Legislative grant paid to
the mupisipalities for all commen schoo! pur-
poses was not quite £45,000, the amoynt
a::ually expended in the mumcipalities  for
those was £503,039 10s, 10d.—
wm.ﬁs,ooo being provided by the
people themselves in the muricipalities.
But what are the tendency snd regults of
the system of pationoal edueation 10 Ireland ?
There the only local party acting is the Pat-
ron or Patrons of the school, and they, in
most cases are the Clergy ; the people hav-
wg nothisg to do with it, and know nothing
about it. The object of the Patron is to get
as much money as Le can from the Pasliament-
ary graot (which is mostly pad by England)
and pay es little as be can bimself. The
National board grants eid to erect school
bouses (which is not dope in Upper Canada,)
as well as to pay teachers, purchase mep;
&e,, and siates in its Begulations that this
aid is granted upon the condition that so
much shall be provided by the Patron or
Patrons of the School. But by the evidence
given before the Seleet Committece of the
House of Lords, that eondition is almost
universally evaded, and the Regu'ation is
little more thao & dead letter. Tle sid for
the erection of school bouses, 1 only given to
erect houses which shall be vested in Com-
missioners for what are called vested schools,
and which are only 1,600 in number. This
class of school houses the Natiopal Board
agrees to keep io repair, and to pay oue half
towards theirerection. T'bis class of schools
is mostly established by landlords, both Pro-
testaot and Romas Catholic, who thereby
avoid any exspense for keeping the «chool
homses in repair, and pay little towards tbeir
erection, as the method very frequently if
not generally practised (as sppesrs from the
evidence gives before the Select Committee
of the House of Lords) bas been, for the
Patron to send uvp to the Natiopal Bcard in
Dublin sn estimste of the expense of erecting
the proposed schoolboute, and the amount
subscrabed for that purpose ; then on getting
the approval and promised grant of the Board,
he proceeded to erect an spolegy of a school-
bouse for Jess than balf the amount of the
estimated expense! The ssme course hus
been Itr‘ell pursued in sending to the Ns-
tiona! Board estimates of the expense of the
repairs of these wested schoolhouses- -so
called. To arrest this notorious practice of
imposition apd fraud, the National Board
has appoioted an architect, with “assistants,
to examine estimates, schoolbousces erected,
or repaired, ke. But it is perfectly clear,
that the tendepcy of such system is tv ex—
tinguish all fesling of self-seliance, and 2l
local exerticn, if nothing worse, mnstead of
developing local effort, and a spirit of self-
reliance and maaly character, as is dose by
our mt:um Thms dil still more
apparent is providing aod paying the
uwh:iea of nbool—t::c{en. Io 6” er
Canada, the Legislative Grant apportionmert
the last year for the payment of teachers’
salaries was £32,951 13s 4d; the emount
of salaries paid 10 teachers was £215057
168, the amounnt provided by Jocal eflort be—
ing £1832,106 26 8d. The Beperts of the
National Board contain o account of what
is raised by loeal effort w Irelaod ; but from
the evidence given before the Select Com-
miuttee of the House of Lords, it appears
that io 2,841 natiopal schools io Jreland in
1851, the fees of pupils amouoted to less
than £5 each, snd that for the support of
3,526 national scheols nothing whatever was
raised by local subscriptions, aed that the
origioal Begulation of the National Board
requiring local effort to be employed for the
support of t'e schools, had become a dead
letter. lo these thousands of cases, (and
we know mot bow many more) the teacher
of the Inish sational sehool exists or vegcm
1ates upon the sum allowed by the National
Board, which to a first class teacher 18 £46
per spoum, to 8 second class teacher £26,
to a third class teacher £17. What would
be the character and eonditios of the teach-
ers and schools in U Canada, if nothing
were dope for their suppert beyood tbe Par-
liamentary grant, aod what feeliogs of sell-
reliance, or independence, or active intelli-
gence would long exist atnong the people under
such & system 1
?ﬁ What xo.f.t'b.em as 1o the Patrons
or sehools, requires further
dcvelop-enw'- order to mothet im-
portast point of difference between the Irish
and Canadifo systems of National schools.
By referring to the tions of the Na-
tional Board, it will be seen that esch na-
tional school in Irelaod is mapaged by =
“Patron” or “Local Mapager,”—that if the
schoolis vested in the Commissiopers, the
name of the Patron or Patrens is invested is
the lease—that the ‘“Commissiopers recog-
pise as the local Patron the person who ap-
 plies in the first instance to place the school
i0 conpexion with the Board, unless it is
otherwise specified is the application.” This
is the Jocal trusteeship and control of patiopal
scbools in Irelaod. Is Upper Canada a very
differest proceediog is adopted from that of
ap individual ‘Lplyh‘ to s Central Board or
Council, in order to establish a mnational
school, and to eontrol it alter it is establish-
ed. A-school section in & municipality must
be formed by 2 Municipsl Council elected
by the people themselves; then the free-
bolders and householders of the school muni-
cipslity thus formed mest and elect three of
themselses as ‘Trustees, who are subject to
periodical electios, and who are legally ac-
couptable to their comstitutents pecuniarily
and otberwmse for the fasthful discharge of
thewr duties. In the loeal management of
the national schools in Irelsnd, the people
are entirsly 3 , and the Laity, both
Protestast and ; Catholic, to & grest
extent ; for it will be sees by the: 2vidence
iven before the select Committes of the
ouse of Lords, that of the Church of Eng-
land schools io conpection with the National

ao individeal Patren, or ecclesiasti

with abso'ute power w:zchooh chiefly -:l-’
ported by Parliament t. Even our se-
parate schools are
an wresponsible Pstron, but of the laity,
as they are for the laity—the Trustees being
elected by (he free-bolders and householders
of the pereuasion of the separate school. In
our ntante as well as public schools, there-
fore, the lay and elective principle 18 prede-
mioant-—wbich is one serious ground of cleri-
cal opposition to them. In the management
m well as objects of the national, and even
separate schools in Upper Carada, the

people sre ev ing ; in the management
of the mli.on!'m,in Ireland, the ‘pcople
are Is Upper Casada every

freeholder and householder of the land feels
that he has o property of control 2s well as
of interest 1n the natiosal school ; in Ireland
the ecelesiastical or lay Patron is the sole

director if not proprietor of the school. The {;

Casadian system involves the noblest
attributes of indivadeal or Public liberty ; the
Irish system is one of cestral and local indivi-
dual despotism,

4. A fourth point of the difference between
the systems of mstional schools in Ireland and
in Upper Canada, is the greater fairness and
equ::‘i;y of Inth protection aod provision m
regard to the religious righ's and religious
iostruetion of children in trlln‘ Canadian schoole,
In Iieland, in the 1,600 vested schools; while
the patron determines the kind of religiovs
exercises with which the school shall daily
open and close, or whether there shail be any
religious exerciss, he is required to admit st
a certain hour each week the clergyman, or
his represestative, of each of the religiome
persuasions of the pupils, to give them reli-
gous instructios, as 1t is at one and
the snme hour that the clergy of every reli-
gious per:masion are to be admitted to: the
schoel, and as the Schoolbouses (except for
the 28 Goverament Model Schools,) are is
many cases buildings with a single room, it
15 out of the question for clergymen or their
representatives of different religious persus-
siens to give imstruction to the children of
their respective churches at one and the same
time in the same room. . Thus this provision,
though theoretieally just and hbersl, is prac—
tically inoperative, except in the larger schoo's
of the National Board. And in regard to
the non-vested schools, (which are in all re-
spects upon the same footing sas the vested
schools, except receiving grants to build asd

determines what religions exercices shail be
observed 1 the school, but what religious in-
struction shall be given, at sny and all hours,
aod who shall give, but does not permit any
other religious instruction or religious in-
structor ia the school than that he approves:
o that the papils of a different religious per-
suasion from the Patron, have no other pro-
tection thas the of absenting them-
selves from any veli exercises or religi-
ous instructiog i schoo' to which their
pareats object, and go elsewhere for religions
istruction. This s the case iv regard to
pesrly three-fourths of the so-called natiopal
schoo/s in Irelaad. But in Upper Canada,
while the elected autberities of each school
ditermine whether its daly duties shall cem-
mence and close with any religious exercises,
and what those exercises shall be, aod while
toe child of each religious persussion i
equally protected from beicg compelled to
attead any religious imstruction to which his
parest or guardiam objects, the pupils of each
religious persusson bave the right to be e
structed ome buur in the weck, by the clergy-
man or his represeptative of their own chureh,
and that not afl at one bour, but each at the
same bour on a differest day of the week, o
that there will be but one religious instructor
otcupying the school room at a the some time,
and st an hour which will not interfere with
the oréinary exercises of the schocl, but con-
veoien! for a clergyman or his represestative
to dttend.
on this method asd hoar for receiving special
religicus instructios, or whether it is or will
be used by clergymen of different religious
persuasions, for the purpose of specially in-
structing the school ehildren of tbeir respee-

and practical ctaracter of the prevision, which
applies equally to the whole of our 3,731 com-
mon schools 11 Upper Canada, except the
102 Reman Catholie separate Schools.

5. Anpother most importaut differeoce be-
tween the Irish and Canadian Scbool systems,
is the predominssce in Irelend of the deno-
misatiopal over the pen - desominational
schoels, while in Upper Canada 21l our 3,731
schocly are pos—depominstiopal, except 100,
Frem the statistical table furnishcd by the
Semior Secretary of the Natioral Board te
the Select Committee of the House of Lords,
it will bz seen that the only non-desomina-
tional national schools 1 Ireland, as to man-
agement, are 28 Model schools under the
patronage of the National Commissioners,
acd 48 schools under the jomt patronage of
Protestants and Roman Catholics, while the
other 4,526 schools mestioned in the table,
are all under demomisational pairorage amd
control. Even the vested schoo's m Ireland
(mith the egception of the 79 ju-t mestion-
ed) are 23 deaominatiopal in their patronage
and management, as the pon-vested schools.
The only differemce in their practical charac-
ter is, that the Patron of the vested school
in consideration of bis baviog built and re-
pairzd his school bouss; by aid of a Parlia-
mentary grant) is compelled to epen bis school-
house one part of a day each week to cler-
gymea or their ves applying for
admission, while the Patron of the noa-vested
school 15'not obliged to admit to his school
any other thaa the religious teacher whom he
approves. It will be seen from the evidence
of Mr. Secretary Cross,and Mr. Resident
Commissioner Maedosnell, that usited eda-
cation, of Protestants asd Rom:n Catholics
in the same scheols, scarcely exists n Ire-
land,—and that in thes the natiomal
system has failed,—that of the 4,602 natioral
sshools (e0 calied), in 1854, clergymen of
the Charch of were patrons of
154, and laymea (chiefly laodlords) were
patrons of 452; and Presbylerian clergymen

were patrons of 494, and Presbyterian laymen |

of 193 ; and * Dussenters” were patrons of
33; the Boman Catholis Priests were pa-
tron; oLz,?O(:,".l Romas Catholic laymen,
chiefly landiords, were patroas of 277. But,
besides all these desommational schools

 (altbough required to be ocalled Nationsl)

it will be seen, by ing to the evidence
i Appeadix D, pp.281-284, that grants are
made by the Natiosal Boad to upwards of
100 eonvests and monastic schoels. To in-
troduce, then, the Irish National School sys-
tém 1sto Upper Camada, with a view of
abolishing separate school educaticn, would
be like introducing the goverament of Rus—
sia or Austria to establish liberty. -

There is alse a Ndl{mu in the
somparative economy and success of the
Iriesh Cacadian systems of National Educa-
tion. The expesssof the Education Office
io Dublin 18 £15,636 sterling;, the expense
of the Educstion Office in Toronto is £3,513
currensy. The Pnh-nh% grant for all
Common School purposes in Upper Canada
the eurrent year s £46,508 currency; the
Parliamentary grast for all Common Schoal
is £330,000 sterling,

the control, not of |of

repair the school-houses) the Patron not only | 817

Whetber children are dependent | upos

tive churches. all will admit the equal fairness | Esgl 1dn
the Board of National Commissioners, serves ‘

s

sixth of u..,.,-hﬁ-.n;‘.!hdf- many

, pot more than
ane-third of thesohool population is yet in

lrish and Capadian system of national edu-
cation. In Upper Casada not a siogle re-
higious perswasion but has expressed its tacit
of our nc.h.‘ool ?s'em, ex-

portion of the clergy a few of the
"Ptf the Church of Englaod, aod the

asd as 2 simple snd mest powerful agency of
geners] education and ksowledge. But in
Lreland, the of mational education
would not exist a year, did it depend on the
support and veses of the Irish peopie them-
selves. Wag a rate imposed in aay county
n Ireland for the support of sational schools,
such 28 is self-imposed im every musicipality
in Upper Casadp, there would be fearful
commotion, if et epen rebellions against it.
The system of sgitional education s ireland is
maintaised there by the power, as“well as the
money of the goversment of England. The
greating and expenditure of £200,000s erhag
a year for sebools in suchja coustry as Ireland,
without impesiag & {arthing of sehool tax upon
it, and withest reesiving any subscriptions
except those extracted frem :ome landlords,
and thesegives by Presbyteriass in the North,
aad a fow inbabitante of several towns, cannot
but be acespiable te many, asd be a great
relief asd do immense good in the country ;
but, petwithetanding ol this, the opposition to
the system of national education in Ireland is
beyoad srything that has been eenceived in
this eountry. By referring te the evidence
on before the Belect Committee of the
Heuse of Londs, it will be sees that the Pres-
bytermss have oaly acquiesced to the system
on the coseesmion to them of their eight de-
mands fer a dememisational seboel system as
it regards themselves. It will also be seen
by the same avidencs, thet so general and so
earsest is the eppesition in the Churoh ot

and, thel only abost 150 eut of upwards
of 2,000 elergy support it—that wpwaids of
£40,000 sterliag per anum s collected by
subscriptions, some 1,700 schools establshed
and sn and mearly ose huadred thou-

sand ehildres taught—imeluding, singular to
say, 2 larger sumber of Remaa Catholic pupils

than attended all the Natiosal Schoo's under
Protestast Patrons aad with Protestant pupils.

The same evidesce shows the opposition of

the Roman Catholic Hisrarehy to the sational
system os sach—tbat the Pope has forbidden

the establishmest of any other than non-vested

schools ; that the Syned of Therles bas coo-

denned the mésed sshesls ; that the Prelates

of the Roman Catbolie Chureh. mot satisfied
with evea the advantages afforded the youth

of their shareh by the presest satisnal system,
but intest upes being recogsised themselves
es the only Patress of their schools and the
enly parties te be cenferred with and paid for
the establishment of schools for the youth of

These foets ars 20 many waraings to us, while
they are 0 many proofs of how much broader
and firmer & basis our schoel system rests
than that of Ireland, aad how much
feebler and mere 1solated is the epposition
uttered ageiast our system thaa that which s
arrayed agaiest the t sational system in
Irehyl:d, The Parliament grast of £300,000
sterling, per annam, is a sort o: subsidy from
land to lreland, and, as admumisiered by

as a braneb of the mational police in Ireland,
sontributes 10 teash asd oecupy a large por—
tion of the rising geseratien, while it heips te
support aad restraia mamy of the growa wp
population. But eur sebool system sxists mot
by subsidy from smy ether ecuatry; it is the
crestion of our eomstry iteelf, managed by as
well as for the people themselves, and ex-
bibits the life of satiesality asd freedom in
the sollestive sed discretionary actiom of each
of its hendreds of eivi and thousends ef school
musieipslities.
CONCLUDING REMARKS.

1. There are many other poists of d ffer-
esce between the system of national educatios
in Ireland and Upper Casada, an exsmina—
tien of which would be equally faverable to
the Cansdian sysiem with some of them al-
ready motised ; but I will pursue the investi-
gation no farther tham to remark, that a per—
usdl of the Regulations of the Irish Natuonal
Board (pp. 221--251) in cennexion with the
requiremests of the Canadian Sehool Acts,
must satisfy asy person that the motices,
applications, asd returms required in regard
either to public or ssparate sehools in Upper
Canada, sre few and simple in comparison
with thess required from Masagers of the
sational sehoels m Irelead ; that even the
supporiers of separste schools ia Upper Can-
aca heve much greater protestion, power and
facilities to establish and sastain their scheols
thas are afferded by the Irish National system;
that the istredection of the system into Up-
per Canada weald bemefit mo party, except
1n os far as it might be dene by the iatroduc-
tion of semesous, disaordent elements into
Canadien sosiety, the pbatting up of the

part of eur sshools, and the abolition

imitatios. I have wot, in an) of ﬂt'b’c r:‘porh,
made a eomparisea er allesion 10 epar-

t system whch the lmperial
Parliament have considered
best adapted, usde: existisg circamsiances,
for the premetien of popular education in
Great Britsin sad Ireland. But whea it is

into Upper Canada, at the expemse of our
own, it besemes my duty to the people and
institations of my mative country to show by
the docameats ia Appeadix D, and the re-
marks of the preseding pages, bow much Up-

Casada is in advanee of both Great

itain asd Irgland m regard to a system of
natiesal edueation, and how much more. they
have to berrew frem us than we to borrow
from them in solviag the great problem of
edueafing a whele people, and of educating
tham, »et as pampers er dependents upos
others, but as self—relying citizens and free-
men.

g
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spirit of true patrictism wi'l continue to pre-
vail among the public men as well as people
at large of all parties throughout Ugor Can-
ada. The preceding pages show bow truly
our system of mational education bas been
based upon the fundamental rights of a free
pecple, how it bas become interwoven with
their thinkings, doings, dearest interests aed
wunicipal institutions from one end of Upper
Canada to the other, asnd how it bas developed
itse!f with increasing power and success every
successive year, uatil it already includes far
more schools and pupils_ in proportion to the
school population of thé-ceuntry than any
other part of the British Ewpire. Should
the people of Upper Cavada and their repre-
sentatives think proper, after al!, to destroy
or abandou this pational work of their own
bands, they have doubtless the right to do
%0 ; but no other hand bas the right, or should
be suffered to touch the ark which comtains
the magna charta of the best liberties of Up-
per Canada and the ivstruments of develop-
inz those liberties into the highest civiliz-
ation. ;

Toronte, July, 1858.

FRAZER RIVER

Victoria datesare to Oetober 30. The
Gaactte says; Accounts from the Upper
Frozer are beginning to eontradict compléte-
ly the tidings brought thence by the birds
ofpassage frequently alluded to. =3t is well
ascertaived that a large number of mem in
tbat vicivity are employed digging sufficiently
profitable to enable them to pay for provisi-
ons transported thither at great cost by the
Frazer River Trail, and even from the Dalles.

And it must be remembered that these results
are attained in a class of diggins which were
not the bases of the first reports which went
from Frazer River. Thbe latter were found-
ed on operations carred on m bars only to be
reached when the river. was a i's lower
stage. Thus the great fact is apparent that
Frazer River will afford profitable employ-
ment to miners for at least nine months in
the year, rich surface diggios having been
discovered above aud below the cannons.

We were yesterday, Oct. 29, shown py
Messrs. Franklhin Bros. four or fivé ounees
of coar e or scale go'd, from the mines in the
Cane country,” about 50 miles above La
Fontaine. The percon who had just sold the
dust informed us that he dag m himeelf,
that he was at work on the Upper Frazer
several weeks, and that be averaged from
6$ to 8§ a day, <cccssiomally making $16
and upwerds. The diggins are what are
termed “ bank diggins,’ and far from the
river. He says that there were 25 or 30
miners at work near his claym, when he left a
few days ago.

The Victoria correspondent of the Alta
says :—“Things are assuming satural and
bealthy shape. The largest portion of those
who are not satisfied to take Frazer’s River
as itis have left. Most of those remaining
have stopped talking, and gove to work.
laborous process of washing with cradles is
abandoned for toe more repid and labor-save-
ing modes 1a use m Californra and the result
is, perhaps, quite as sanis factorv as ia other
go'd couutries. Bat, of course, 23 yet things
are in a crude state, and rapid mining facilities
livited ir extent. Sufficient is known,
to settle, veyond question that the mines in
this conotry, so far from being a humbug are
a fixed fact.”

Nov. 5. from Port Langley. She. brought
down about sixty passengers, and $9,000
worth of gold dust tbrough the pioneer Ex-
press besides large amouants in the hands of

the passengers. i

Ehe &tra_l‘—h.

CARLETON-PLACE,

Thursday, December 23, I858.

THE LATE HON. ROBT. BALDWIN.

Our readers have been already informed of
the death of tbe Hon. Robert Baldwin. Se
great a name canuot be allowed to pass away
without more than a mere passing motice.
His long term of eofficial life—the important
serviees be rendered to the counry—the
sterling integrity of bis character, which
rendered lim at once the uableshing advo-
cate of the right, and elevated bim above
the petty intrigues, which distinguish mer-
separy mmds—all tended to remder bim re-
spected and beloved while living, and deeply
to be regretted now that he is ©o more.

The bistory of bis eventful career extends
through those troublous times whea Camads,
just emerging from the swaddling elotbes of
the Colonial Office, was looking forward te
the time when the should escape from the
dictation of the Imperial leading strings, and
ber people were snticipatiog the time whes
their rights avd liberties were to be secured
from arbitrary dictation, and an irrespontible
executive. It was to his able advocacy and
manly eonsis’ency; io a graat degree, that we
are indebted for the advantages our present
eystem of governmeat confers wpos us, by
which the Governor is guided by the coasti-
tutional advisers aad these are responsible to
Parliament and to the people {or the course
they pursue. Privileges like these seom now
teo reasonable and necessary to permit of
their propriety being questioned ; but by Sir
Charles Metcalfe they were atoutly revisted
and 1t was only after a loog and protraeted
struggle, of many years, thbat they were at
length accorded. Like every other premi-
peat public maa, Mr. Baldwin was at times
fieresly assiled by pelitical opponents, and
bis eareer was far from being an Uncbequered
ons. Five times was he defeated at the polls,
asd evee he sought refuge ina lower Canagda
sonstituency—the seat being vacated in bus
favor by the sitting member. Notwithstand-
ing the untoward effects which sach dwap-
pointments might bave produced wm most
minds, joived to the seductions and tempta-
tions of official life, M. Baldwin seems to
have carried lis Christian principles aad pu-
rity of character with bim, througbout bis
whole career, and 1, in this respect, a re-
deeming character in the history of the past,
aed a bright example for aspiring politievans
in the future.

ParceLs BY Post.—The sunouncement
bes been made by the Post office - Depart-
ment, that, from the 1st Jasuary, 1839, a
system will take effect for the conveyanee
by mail of parcels not weighing over two
pounds, between any of the post offices in
Caneda, Parcels must be pre-paid at fhe
following rates—and by postage stamp (wot
B L v A, ot et i
2lba, 2. 6. 4

The steamer Enterprise arrived at Victoria |

THE NEWS, 95 cents per oz. for all the silver, and $17
Two items of the news from Europe re= | per os. for any gold it might contain in ad-
ceived by the Arabia, will be both interest- | ditioo.:
ing and satisfactory. One of these consistsin |  The adventarers have not as vet decided
the declaration of the fact that the Tundian | whether to sell the property, or to form 3
mutiny, ®o long protracted, is at length | company to work it ; we bope they will dp
virtually quelled ; the other that the steamship | the latter and keep the profits in Cavada,—
Indian Emprre, regardiog whose sifety so | We believe that the necessary capital to “put
many well justified apprebensions were ex-| the mine and smeling works mto working
cited, has arrived safely in port. The Indian | orderon a large scale, cen be obtawwed in &
news embraces av account of a reries of vic- | few hours ; aud we should much regret to see
tories obtained by the English, foliowed by | foreign capitalists reaping the benefit of ap
the publication of an amnesty whicli has hnq enterprise which has been s0 well begun by
the bappy effpct of creating general satisfac- | Canadians. :
tion among the populations of the districts When once the Carleton Place mine 18 m
which, until quite recrnﬂy, were hotbeds of | full operation Canada will be indepen«'e't of
disaffection. : the world fer lead of which she now imports
The tidings from France are also of pe:u |immense quantities io pigs, sheet, pipe, shot
liar interest, relating as they do mawly to|and white and red lead, all of which we hope
the Moutalembert case, which has oW |in future will be mcluded among our home
entered into a new phase, the principal actor | productions. :
therein baving increased the ecomity with| Tbhere is abundant water power, with 20
which be was before regarded by the | feet fall, withwn balf a mile of the mine, ap-
Eoperor. The champion of freedom, most | proached by an incline on which loaded
triumphent at the moment whea vanquished | waggons cou'd descend with facility on a
in a contest with a venal law court, bas con- [ tram-rcad te the stampers and jiggers for
sistently refused to receive . a psrdon at the cleaning ; fuel is abundant and cheap ; the
bands of bis Sovereign, declaring that bar- | climate healtby ; labor is got for S0 cents per
ing committed no crime be canvot accept|day, and the locality possesses. every advain-
asa favor any mitigation of the unjust sen'- | 1300 whieh could be desired.
ence awarded to bim. Itisimpossibleto-day| The specimens of ore at Mr. Hart’s are
and st this distance from the theatre of these [ declared by competent judges to be unequall-
even's, to predict the final results of the ill- de for size und purity, by the product of sny
advised prosecution of which M. pE ‘MoNT- [known mine.

ALEMBERT bas been the vi-tim; but the his- e ' .
tory of Fraace teachers that ere now less Doc STEALING=—Mr. David Crang,vof
#| Ramsay, was on Monday last brought before

tyrannical proceedings 1. ..e been the origm :
Justices McArthur and Peden, of this place,

of revoluticns which bave overtu-oed dynas- z '

ties apparently established on foundations not charged Wllh'&tcp}?mg a deer hound on the

lews firm tban those o Which the tbrove of [ “b™® aod taking bim hcme with bim to bis
house. e probably thought he was doing

Lovis NaroLEoON is erected. ;
: no great harm, 3s it was only a dog, at best,

CARLETON PLACE LEAD MINE, |but his foelish act cost him betweea sy and
Our reade's have been a'ready informed |seven pounds. Th's trick has become quite
thata Lead Mioe has been opened on the [ common of late,and we mention this circum-

farm of Mr. James McLean, on lot number |stance, with a hope, that others, who might
be tempted to appropriate to their own use,

three, Jo1 sing the seventh line of Ramsay.—
We cut the following from the Montreal Ad- | the property of another, may be thereby
reminded, that “ benesty is the best policy.”

vertiser :—  ~

The existence of the Lead Ore upon the
Ottawa of sach richoess as to be easily melt-
ed and cast into bullets bas been known siace
the first settiement of Canada but the location
was jealously guarded by the Indians who
believed the destruction of their race would
follow the, discovery. Accident bas at last
revealed the well-kep! secret, nnd Canada'car
now boast of possessing at Carleton Dlace,| The Country Gentleman says that smoke
the richest and most extensive lead mine in |is aninfallible cure for woundge—it will stop
the world. the bleediog like a charm. Molasses, it says,

As long ago as 1853, specimens of Galena, | is the best remedy for chapped lips or hunds
found m the township of Ramsay wcre ex-|cver used. Both- these apphcations are
bibited, and some procured by Mr. Richard- |simple, and can be readily tested.
son, of the Geological survey, and deposited ‘

i the S HARD ON THE TAVERNS.

In the course of the present year Sir Wm. To the Editor of the C. I. H"m/‘i'
Logan placed these specimens in the hands of SIR,—I? your recent appropriate rema‘rks
Mr. Richard O:tcy, a corpish miver attached | *® the subject of the approaching muntcipal
to the department, to be cleaned, and ther elections, you vy correctly "'_"d 'jb“
extraordipary richness induced the latter to Hotel keq?en '0"“‘.1‘ in future, be. inelligible
open a correspendence with the owner of the s town.shnp Counc.l!lcrs. Ia thin cute, as
low on which they were found. The resuit well a8 in other thiogy, tl_“ old Proverb that
was a personal inspection of the mineral ¢ troul{les 'elfiom-?°m' t?n.gly” » ".“"‘m .
groued, and its purchase by Messrs. Torrance, be verified, sioce n addition to ‘bemg shut
Chapman and Hart of this city, in connection out from tbe Couneil, a tax of Five ‘.i°“"'

is to be imposed uwpon. each tavern situated

with Mr. Oatey. i i et
This was completed late in the sumwer, zod | ' the country or village—ten dollars if in
an incorporated town, and twelve if witkia

operations were commenced at once, to test : : :
the extent of the vein and the character of the limits of any city.  The authority for
its products ; to do which the mine bad to be this is to be found in the first clause of the
opened, bouses bad te be bui't, acd machinery 14th section of the Customs Amendment Act
for cleaving erected. In the purchase of the of last session ; and although it may !?em »
mie, buildings, c., the adventurers bave hear hard upon a lage class of persons, it must
speat £1,000 ; some idea of its results may be be remembered that the traffic is nsu.y remu-
obtained by visiting Mr. Hart’s office in |MeTRUTE 1O those engaged m it, while in equal
St. Sacrament Street, where samples of the | F3110 it is demoralizieg to the community.
ore some blocks of pure Galera weighing That the business is a profitable oue to the
over one hundred weight may be seeo, as well indivicual is rufficient!y proved by the vumber
as samples of 26 tovs of dressed ore assayed of persons everywhere engaged init, while
in New York at 80 per cent, pure lead, with its effect upon scciety is seen by the crime
and degradation everywhere attending it. It

326 ounces of silver to the ton, taken out and
eleaned for market durisg the few weeks the | should be the earnest wish of every man who
loves bis country or his kind to see the sup-

vein bas been opened. . _ - .
The mise is situated on Lot No. 3 in the | pression of the low groggeries and drinking
saloons with which the country is infested,

6th Concession of Ramsay, adjoining the vil- ;
ap epactment sufficiently comprehensive for

lage of Carleton Place, aod within tbree
the purpese, yet everything wbhich tends

quarters of & mile of the Brockville Rai'way,

owned by Mr. McLean. The vein runs|®Ves 1 diminish them ought to be regsrded

lengthwise on the surface of the lot, north 43 |8s & movement in. the right direction ad
encouraged accordingly.

degrees west, and where it crops oat 1s be-
tween three and four feet wide, [t has been I am, respectfully,
traced and proved for upwards 800 -feet, and h""’pa;ﬁ',,'.m_
probably extends much further; at the west-
ern sx.remity, before it leaves Lot No. 3 it
crotches, or as miuers say takes borse, into
two vews of almost the samre brexdth as the
wain ene ; and from ore being found on the| whether & mya could live fora day and a
adjacent lands $n sites, 1t probably throws | balf, and walk from the house to a carriage
off veios in other directions, or is itself the |2fter chaving the upper part of his head re-
offshoot of a much Jarger mam vein yet un- moved\by machivery, “ oo a level with his
discovered. ears 1”7 I bave seen the statement in some
The rock in which the ore is found is ca)- | of the papers, and having always supposed
careous spar, soft, brittle and casily worked, | the shgh'est injury to the brain must prove
with limestone adjacent. iostantly fatal, I wish to know if such is not
The walls of the lode are well-defined, like | the cave. Hopieg you will favor me with a
a clear fissure, with an waderdip to the corth | reply, '
of one inch in twelve. The Galena 12 ‘well
mixed with gossum, a sort of rusty, rotten
substance, of good augury to miners, and the
preportion of spar is very small. As the
vem deepens, great blocks of Galena occur, | many of whom wo doubt would feel the an-
without ove particle of admixture ; among |swer riing at once to their lips wgere the
the specimens at Mi. Hart’s, one of these | question propounded to them. Acd to them
weighs 114 pounds,and is only a portion of | we must refer it, hoping some of them will
the origmal. The ore is gamed easily with | let their light shine” upon the matter, and
the pick, and bas been avyet cleaved by ban?; | gratify « Tnquirer,” who is probably in dread
the object of the adventurers being to test | of a skullcracking and wisbes to be forewara-
the value of the mine at as little cost as|ed as to the consequences, If  tippiog the
possible. blarey” would entitle him to such a distinc-
The *ﬁ has been sunk thirty feet, the |tion, be certainly deservesit.]
R O ‘?“' SQ,- e Mr. James Sulto:il.liott is still in pricon
ore per fathom, and improving as it descends, | T :
il ot Bt s of 40 d bere | ® New York. Ao application for bis re-
g it i bnical groonds, was lately
and there fine stones of copper ore.” :::,.‘onsomteen ¢

For the sample: assayed in Englond, the| WY,
The venerable Alexander von Humboldt

smelters there offered £12 14s sterling per
ton, lead being lower then ordinary. bas been suffering from an attack of influenza,

~ Fer the sumples ussayed 1 New York, the | which to a man m bis 90th yeer is a tryieg

Somebody says:— I compare the art of
spreading rumors to that of pin making —
There is usually some truth which I call wire ;
as this passes from hand to hand, one gives
it a pclish, anotter a pomt, others make and
put on the head ; ard at las the pin is com-
pete.

To the Edstor of the C. P. Hereld.
Mg. Epiror,—1 wish to ask yeu (since
Editors are supposed to know everything),

1 remaip, %ec,,
INQUIRER.

White Lake, Dec. 14th, 1858.

smelters offered $64 per ton,” delivered, with | ordeal to paes throngh.
¥ » f »

«[What say our medical phi'osopbers!—



