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(By G. H. PERRIS.)
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VY Chateau Thierry, France, Sept. 13—The ever fainter boom of big ?un, 
°*r the fielda and wooda to the north tells me in the most emphatic language 
that the grand debacle haa began, A full half of the Kaiser's armies in France 
is in full retreat; thousands of prisoners, many guns and large quantities ol 
war material are being captured daily.

Since the retreat has now continued for six days, the rejoicing which fills 
the French and British armies can hardly be called premature. On the other 
hand, it would be dangerous as well as foolish, to encourage extravagant hopes. 
A lightning withdrawal may in certain situations be the best strategy. True, 
this retreat haa been marked with heavy losses, but, again, the German gen
eral staff has never shown Itself tender toward its own men. If there is a 
plain object in view it hurls its force forward, indifferent to the death rolls. 
And here, as I have already shown there is an objective—the evacuation of the 
northwest of France and Belgium and concentration eastward, either for the 
pose of a rebound or to save the empire itself, as events may determine. I 
cannot find any one who has conceived any other design as possible.

True, this means the abandonment of the hope of attacking Paris, at any 
rate in the near future, it means the abandonment of western communications 
and the general concentration of the allies; but it does not mean that the flight 
is altogether hopeless and useless. A decisive victory can hardly be expected 
this side of the line of Loan-Rheims-Challons ; and, even if the combined Get- 

armies of the Aisne and the Ârgonne should be routed, for instance, in 
the neighborhood of Rethet, there will still remain the great fortresses of the 
Rhine and Moselle, unless before then the Issue be settled elsewhere.
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army, man*m* was covered by several Austro-German 
(Russian Poland).

ATTACK TO PROTECT EAST PRUSSIA.

i August 25 the Austrian armies began a determined advance to coun- 
he Mow which was threatening Eastern Prussia. The deployment of 

over a front of several hundred versts (a verst is approximately 
ros o, a mile) had not yet been completed. We could therefore,

..................... > "Orth with a greatly inferior force. The first
directed against Krasnik, but the centre of the Aus- 

srv soon were removed to Tomaszow, a district into which their

“On September 3, when the fall of Lemberg was imminent, the Austrian 
advance reached a culminating point On its frontal line the enemy extended 
from Opole (on the east bank of the Vistula, about midway between Radom 
and Lublin, in Russian Poland) to Bychave, approaching within gunshot of 

at Travniki, and enveloping Krasnostav (thirty-tour miles south of 
abessof, near Josefow (on the east bank of the Vistula, 
h of Opole.)

thrown across the Vistula, over which troops from 
way to the battlefield.
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But while we should deprecate undue optimism a little reflection 

what has been accomplished gives solid ground for the highest hopes. A 
great battle was fought yesterday between Vifiers-Cotterets and Soissons and 
the Germans have again been soundly beaten. Before I speak of less import
ant incidents, let us realize what this means.

They had got beyond Soissons on their southward path on Sept 1 and on 
Sept 3 were at SenHs, within easy reach of Paris. To the universal astonish
ment no attack was attempted but instead there was rapid and desperate 
pressure all along the French lines, the German right breaking through to the 
southwest On Sept 4 they had reached Ferte-Sous-Jouarre and on Sépt 5 
Coulommiers and Fertegoucher.

This was a remarkable feat considering the unfavorable character of the 
ground. Hitherto the river courses have rather favored the invaders but the 
crossing successfully of the Ourcq, Marne, Petit Morin and Grand Morin, east
ward flowing streams offered great difficulties, which since most of the bridgei 
are destroyed the French and British troops are now experiencing to- tl 
of their return. ,v

On Sunday, Sept 8, General Von Buck's advance guard stopped 
plateau, just beneath the beautiful old town of Provins. Sir John French’s 
army, which after its retreat from Mons became the allies' left wing and had 
lain immediately to the north and south of Paris, was rapidly brought round 
by rail and the great German excursion was at an end. The actual extreme 
points reached were the villages of Coirtacon and Courehamp, now in ruins, to 
which I shall have to refer presently.

BRITISH ALACRITY CONTRIBUTED TO RESULT.

Only those who have seen these British divisions in the field not only gun
ners, cavalry and infantry, but supply services and columns of communication, 
flyipg corps, pontoon outfit, field telegraph and the rest, can appreciate how 
much thé complete preparation and clock-work order of this contributed at this 
essential point to the general result -

The real northward advance began Monday, Sept 7, and it has continued 
rapidly and without check. On that day Ferte Gaucher was won back. On 
Sept 8 the British advanced from the Grand to Petit Morin; on Sept. 9 they 
crossed the Marne at Ferte Sous Jouarre and Chateau Thierry; on Sept 10 
they were nearl yto Compiegne, and on Sept It and yesterday they made fur
ther rapid way, rounding off the week with the victory of Soissons.

From Courehamp, which was fired on by a party of angry Uhlans on Sunday 
last to Soissons is fifty-three-miles as an aeroplane might fly. The advance of 
the «arttqme left about Cqmptegne Is Understood to be rather farther; but I limit 
myself to » field where I have evidence of my own eyes and ears as to much 
of what has happened. I shall continue rather to understate than to overstate 
and do full justice to the daring and skill of the enemy.

The more we do so the more clearly does the possibility of disaster, snd 
therefore, even from a military point of view, the criminal insanity of this ad
venture appear. It is a theatrical opening which has been followed and will 
be followed by chapters of tragic failure marking the downfall of a whole school 
of military and political thought We have reached only the first of these 
chapters of failure.

It is perhaps less than a rout and yet more than a retreat
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ris, Sept 12—230 p. nv—A Havas Agency despatch from Petrograd says
aterday>s pews of the defeat of the Austrian left wing near Tomaszow MANY LAGGING GERMANS IN HIDING.
in Poland) Is confirmed. The Austrians were surrounded in a triangle Everyone tells me the Germans are exhausted. There is no doubt of thin 

*’7 “* Vistula river and a tributary, and the wing was crushed before they give themselves up in a starving condition, in patties of fifty or 100, and all
forced marches to the aid of the Aus- over the route of this central advance in the woods that cover the broad table-

, poor bridges delayed the Germans and made the defeat of their allies aQe{ rolling country north of the Marne groups are still known to be hiding.

. „ I Sometimes they snipe at passers-by, or attempt a feeble resistance, but generally
e Russians followed up this victory by pursMng the retreating Austrians they give themselves up half dead from lack of rest and food to the rear
miles^and tafcin-» up positions in the fortified localities of Opole and guards who are Inexorably waiting for their surrender.

tk g,_ hj,,T:z;r
Ayszineo and Chorzele in Russian Poland on the frontier of Prussia. mounds of fresh brown earth. There are reports that at Mootmirdl the Ger-
ATISTRÎANC T RAW APTTT T Rov RWttnun “*“> simply piled their- dead in great heaps and burned them to ashes. Gener-

ISKÏ B-KmNUl ally each army buries its fallen immediately, but I am told that there are many
Rome, via London, Sept 12—6.13 p. m.—The Nish correspondent of the Germans dead of hunger, wounds and fatigue in the woods to the south, snd

Messaggero state* that the Austrians tost 500 killed and 500 wounded at Mit- that *°me days must pass before the country is completely cleared,
rovitza, Servie. The word “exhausted” does not say enough.

The Austrian* continue to retreat. leaving behind hundreds of pieces of ar
tillery and thousands of prisoners. >’'r< -t Vr:

AIRMAN WOUNDED BUT CONTINUES FLIGHT.
la« grayed the railway Paris, Sept 12-4.15 p. nv-A Hava, Agency despatch from PtieiSJ

; between Brnssela and say, that a French airman, M. Poiret who is serving with a Russian army, re- “The successes of Gen. Ruszky and Qen. Brussiloff enabled us to nuke
lates an advmture during a flying reconnaissance. a general offensive movement and the enemy’s centre was beaten at Sukhodoyic.

une Of com- Accompanied by a Russian staff officer, he flew fog twenty minutes above As a result of a rapid movement among the Austrian troops at Krasnik these
he Argonne the German positions, at a height of 3,900 feet They were repeatedly fired were attacked by Gen. Ruszky from the southwest on September 6, and wrre
; try the line upon,-and the officer was severely wounded. forced to accept battle on three fronts. We repelled counter-attacks of thr
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Er 01 “,'7 “
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I GERMANS ENRAGED Bï BELGll

W *■ London, Sept. 14, 3.55 a.m.—The capture of Aerse 
'Tail, seems to have enragedHUe Germans, who are hurryi 
baring everything on their way. J; ; Û 
I, Aerschot has been evacuated again by the Belgtei 
with them, as well as the residents of the surrounding vill

Iine ^ -am*-*
is reported to have said in the hearing qf his troops : M would like to go btufk fo Brussels,” and spread
ing like wildfire throughout the entire army, thé report of the king’s remark appears to have reused 
the Belgians to fresh exertions and new triumphs.
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tinual attacks of the enemy. Only on September 4 were they moved a tittle to 
the rear, in accordance with orders received.
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3, 9.05 p.m.—A Bordeaux despatch to
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KSE-ft, ■ 7?3».«1! SERVIANS WELCOMED IN HUNGARY.

Nish, Servis, via London, Sept, 13, 1.10 p. m.—It is announced that the Ser
vian offensive continues successfully.

Servian troops have crossed the Save at several points, and it is said that 
the Servians are being received enthusiastically by, the population of Hungary.
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