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D PEACE

IV.—State Capitalism. -

It is prophesied in some quarters that
at the eonclusion of hostilities Europe

. will face a seriegs of revolutions which

will destroy monarchy, repudiate war
debts, and create conditions favorable
to a lasting friendship among nations.
That there will be much dissatisfaction
is certain, but there is no reason for
expecting that the ruling powers will be
immediately overthrown. They wmay
be foreed to make improvements, to ad-
vanee soeial legislation and bring in
far-reaching reforms. These measures
will do more than allay popular dis-
eontent; their efféct will in reality be
to strengthen the power of the classes
in eontrol.

The ‘ehief change the war has already
preduced in all countries involved, and
even_in neutral countries, is the increas-
ed power of the State. It is impossible
for private enterprise to meet all the
war-time needs, and the general good
of those groups for whom the war goes
on demands that in many instances they
merge their individual interests into
collective State interests. The Govern-
ment must take a hand in the opera-
tion of factories, mines and railways,,
in the regulation of prices and control
of the food supply in the direction of
personal effort. No doubt many of the
measures are of a temporary nature,
but the tendency wilk be towards an
increased activity on the part of the
State. - ANl nations will be left with
problems which only the State ecan
handle. The lessons learnéd from neces-
sary measures of war-time will be ap--
plied to peace cenditions.

Whether or not Germany wins the
vietory in battle, she has already forged
even enemies to adopt her methods.
What is Prussianism in one place may
be heralded as Demoeracy in another.

, An English Bismarck in .the person of

Lloyd George miay lead in the estab-
lishment: of Democracy, but whatever
its name it represents a condition of
State paternalism with national effici-
eney as its object. And all this for the
benefit  of the organized ecapitalist
class, But because it is said that short-

ly the nations will find the order of ~

individual control displaced by State
enterprise., and becanse such in order
represents a higher national’ develop-
ment, it cannot be elaimed that the
change came about in the direct interest
of all classes. Democracy may mean
an incidental improvement in the con-
ditions of the people,, but only because
this brings a greater direet benefit td
the State. The State is not the people.
The State comes to represent a highly
organized collectivity of centralized
capitalist interests. The interests of

. the State and people are diametrieally

opposed. ' ¢

The present tendeney dud¥te the war
is not in ‘the. directio of permanent
peace. Even neutral countries are muti-
plying their preparafion —efforts, and
nations formerly comparatively peace-
ful like England and her colonies, ean

.. mever get back to their pre-war basis.

The immediate tendency is toward
¢ greater militarism.  Even the United
States cannot escape it.. Past’ tradi-
_tion eannot stifle the growmg military
- power. thtever the wishes and claims

of mtosmen concering their peaceful

: ‘ ob;eeu, conditions will dietate other-

_erally obtain. But the internal develop-

.

has had; the pme conditions will gen-

ment in the United States will soon be
comparatively complete. The fear that
sooner or later American interests will

“be found in conflict with other interests

supports the Preparedness program.
From the eapitalist standpoint the fear
is justified. But the argument that
preparation is forcdefense loses its force
when viewed from the world stand-
point. ~ There can be no general defen-
sive war; all war is both offensive and
denfesive. The motive for aggression
ie usually sufficient to explain the rea-
son for denfence.

The aggressive tendeney is present in
all modern nations. However, the size
of the earth imposes a limit upon ek-
pansive possibilities, while productive
ability ¢an- be expanded almost with-
out limit. The need to expand becomes
greater, the possibility less. T1f wars
are resorted fo for the purpose of
breaking the bonds their success will
become more and more unsatisfactory.
They will-not solve the problems Im-
perialism embraces. Immediately and
for some time to come benefits may
acerue to the vietor in war but ulti-
mately the exploited backward nations
will themselves become trade competi-
tors and a erisis will arise which must
entail the downfall of Imperialism,
and, in faet, of the capitalist system.

—Mervyn. Smith.

(To be Concluded.)

NEWS OF THE MOVEMENT

Notice to Locals.—We shall be glad
to_publish each week beneath this head-
ing reports of the doings and activities
of ‘any local. Copy sent in should be
written clearly on one side of the paper

only. Reports should be brief as
possible,
CORRESPONDENCE

SASKATCHEWAN EXECUTIVE
PASS RESOLUTION:

We, the mémbers of .the. Provineial
Executive Committee of Saskatchewan,
declare our united opposition to con-
seription——military or industrial—and
in pursuance of the precedent estab-
lished in the British Colonies of New
Zealand and Australia, we maintain
that it is the right of the citizens of
Canada to decide by popular vote whe-
ther or not comseription shall be im-
posed  upon the male population of
Canada.

LOANS.

There’s a war-incited nation
After loans;

Filled with hope and wild elation
With the loans.

There are many joyous cables,

There are papers full of fables,

And the international Babels

3 Tell of loans,

~

X

‘There’s the people of the Kaiser

After loans;
And the British, nothing wiser,
After loans; . e

There’s a subtle press, romantic,
“Makes the French and Russian frantic
And the Serbian eut an antie,

Over loans. 4

There are clamorous Italians
After loans;

There are Turks in fierce bthtahons
Fed on loans;

wise. When placed in conerete situ-" ‘There 's the httleyﬁo* Juppxe,

~ ations and faced with “‘dangers,’’ny There’s the Austrian flerce and mtppy, !
_ peace yhdgu have no

Gcmny s guarantée of Belgian heutra-

ore value than .

hty,or an Msh?ﬂno M‘mutﬂrn.~

And the Belgians are mﬁmhlppy
' 'Wﬁth thexr buo.

By W. Francis Ahern.

(By Call News Service:)

Sydney, New South Wales, Feb. 25.—
Many economic problems - faced "Aus-
tralia - when the war came upon us,
threafening a serious shortage of the
food supplies to the people. Exploita-
fion grew rife-in the ecountry, and

every week made it more difficult for

the bread winner to résist the inroads
on his income. The supply of qugar
needed drastic attention, yet there was
never a cemmodity presenting diffieul-
ties so complicated.

For many ygars now sugar growing
in Australia has been a highly protect-
ed industry,. local prices rankingdt least
425 per ton of refined sugar above the
workd parity. This extra amount of
money was paid by the consumers of
Australia in order that the sugar in-
dustry may be allowed to live in Aus-
tralia, and to be worked” by white
labor.

The States of Queensland and New
Sonth Wales benefited most under this
arrangement, for sugar growing is con-
fined to these two States, comprising
the northwestern corner of Australia.
That price was cheerfully paid, and
we consideredsghat at that price the
guaranteed purity of our Australian
worace was cheaply bought. But fer the
Alien restriction act, the sugar grow-
ers coukd have produced sugar by eol-
ored labor cheaper than we are getting
it to-day. And without the bounty of
525 per ton the sugar growers could
have imported sugar cheaper tham that
grown in Australia from the islands of
black labor in the Pacific. Thus the
bounty compelled the growers to pro-
dute sugar in Australia by white labor
and the alien act prevented their get-
ting eoloured labor into Australia to
produce the sugar at low wages, to the
detriment of Australian workers.

Biat the war dislocated the - world
price of sugar, and sent it soaring to
the clouds, consequent to Germany and
Austria—both great sugar producing
eenters—being unable to get their pro-
_duets away to the outside world, The
war also hampered the sugar export
trade from other countries.

Instead of the Australian price be-
ing $25 above the world parity, very
soon the world parity was above the
Australian price. And if Australia al-
lowed it, the Australian sugar grow-
ers, by exporting, could have made for-
tunes out of the crops that Australian
consumers had protected for their own
use,

The Australian Governmeﬁt acted
only in time-—when record shipments
were actually on the way to the steam-
ers to be exported out of the country.
In one second, figuratively speaking,
every ounce of sugar was arrested in
Australia and became government pro-

_ perty.

* But there were drﬁicul»tles in the
way. The sugar business of Australia
is* very ‘complicated, since each  Aus-
tralian Sfate fixed its own price. . And
s0 it was not long before the growers
get dissatisfled with the prices fixed.
They said the sugar trust was not treat-

“ing them fairly, while the’ sugar trust

4smd the gomment WAas . to bhme in
its pnoﬁt ﬂxing, snd 50 got rid of the

8o that once legmlo.tion 'm
would be easy to put into. opera

. dustry. And the big task was

“ment for protecting the growers on the

- ruling was

1 did not know it was a fiend aghau

‘And gg_the State and Fed
ernment dec¢ided to nationalize

an extraordinary simple manner
sugar trust was turned into an
for the government, First of all
sugar was seized undér the sugar &
sition act, Then a price was fixed
buying raw sugar, and a price
fixed to gell refined sugar at. {

Thus héemmed in on all - sides. the
sugar trust was turned into am instru-

one hand and the consumers on £
other.

And under these arrangements there
can be no more unfair dealing, eithef
with the growers or the sugar consums
ers, And oven those opposed to the
government interfering with the priee =
of sugar admit to-day that the govern- 3
ment has done more to place the sugar
industry on a sound basis than has.ever
been done before. This because for
the first time in Australia history the
industry has been freed from the iron
autocracy of a private monopoly which
was responsible to mo one but its own )
shareholders. :

In addition to this, the government
appointed cané price boards which fixed

the price of the cane as between the =

growers and the mills. Each district
had its own price board, and above -
these a central board was oppointed to
hear appeals. These boards were elected
on most democratic lines; and once their
arrived at, it stood: .

Thus the labor government of Aus:
tralia liberated the sugar industry, and
protected alike the whole of the con-
sumers. of Australia from being. forced
to pay famine prices for their sugar at
a time when sngar was plentiful (in
Australia. ;

As in the case of the wheat and wool
industries, it is reasonably certain to
say that never will the sugar industry
be allowed to go back into the old chan-
‘pels of private enterprise,
pricefixing has cofme o
Australia.

THE BLOOD VOTE.

The poem that defeated conscription
in  Australia.
{
“Whyis your face so white, Mother?
Why do you choke for breath?”
“O, 1 have dgeamt in the night, my son
That I doomed a man to death!”

“Why do you hide your hand, Mother,
And crouch above it in dread?”

“It beareth a dreadful brand, my son;
With the dead man’s blood ’tis red.”

“I hear his widow cry in the night,
I hear his children weep, whingd
And always within my sight, O Ged, .
The dead man's blood doth leap!

“They put the dagger info my grasp;
It seemed but a pencil then, /

For the pnceless blood of mcn'

“They gave me the baﬂot paper
The grim. duth warrant of



