Police Magistrate M
bench ‘at the police eourt
the gzédenc’e ‘int,ﬂ:ﬁ Ages |
ese peddlers are charged Wil
pay a ilicense. :No dplibn
at in any of the cases. .
*/. St. Andrew’s Chuzeh.

Tho aotiorties of $t Andfews Pros.
byterian . church.are- abant. for
4 new pastor ‘to''oedupy the pi Ipit arftre_gﬂ
the 6th proximo, . It is stated that al-

ready some leading eastou»t.ﬁt'mgo;xfhre
likely to come: west' {0 visit: Vutoru.,.

v

False Alarm. ¢ o

The f.fbé _department was. eaAlled '%ut
thjs morning by a mi e. A “gentle-
fnhi living gn Rae street telephoned that
the hydrant-on that street was broken.
The. firemen understood the getitleman to
say that there was a fire and. the ‘Avhole
department turn®ed. out. > .. . ;

< The Dog Poisoned. : .

An Irish setter dog, valued at $100, th'e
property of ‘W. G. Stévemson, was poi-
soned last night near Mr. Stevenson’s
home, corner of Carr and Rithet streets.
Mr. Stevenson ‘does’ ‘not’ believe the por-
son was intended for his'dog,*but it did
its-deddly work just the'seme.

»
-

' Off for Australia. i

The steamship Miowera, of the Cana-
dian-Australian ‘steamship Jine; departed
for Honoluli and Aabtralia this dfter-
noon. . She took a large number of pus-
dengers end a heavy freight. Amox_xgst
the cargo was a 'lot of Sound  freight |
brought over by the Kingston a few even-
ings ago.

For~ California. {

The ‘stéeamer” Walla Walla, Cnpt. Wal-
lace, sailed for San Franeisco this morn-
ing with ‘the’ following cabin passengers
from Victoria: . - Fred Young and wife.
D. O. Roblin and wife, ;R. Dayis aud
wife, F. G. Dexter, Mrs. Waldeek, Mrs.
R. Horton, Miss R. Horton, Miss L. Mec-
Gibbon, Mrs. Stanley, F. Freer, wife and
child, A. S. Netherby, Li: Archer, D. J:
Bdwards,” John Smith, F. B. Livingston,
1. J. Thompson, W. Q. ‘Coedbett,"R. P. 3
Jones, W. P.. Hammett, George Liebes,
Mrs. T. Howard, Mrs. Cassebon -.and 4
George Hackett.

«Hunting for Gold.”’

Major Downie, the veteran prospector,
has arrived from California with the ad-
vanceicopies: of: his' book, rentitled “Hunt-
ng for Gold.” It is a history of the ma-
jor's experiences “among the’mines *of
California, British Columbia; Alaska and
Mexico, extending over mearly fifty years.
The book is well printéd and contains
many handsome engravings. . If is un-
doubtedly the . most-interesting and . in-
structive book that has. been written
about mining on the Pacifie coast.

Of all. the “49ers” not one, perhaps.
has had a more varied experiéence Or
been more the spert of fortuue} tha.u
Major Downie; who'is now laying this
record of his adventure life before the
publie. From poverty to wealth and
back .to poverty again—such ‘has been
his journey, like thousands of others
who have devoted their:lives to the fas-
cinating purstuit of the, yellow, metal.
Major Downie is personaliy known to a
multitude of people on this Pacifie coast
who' will be edger to read his book with-
out ‘any recommendation other than
their acquaintance’ with its author. To
all those who have mot the a(lvzxntng:=
of acguaintance with the veteran }t
should be necessary ohly to say that his
story is of unusual faseination for even
a ﬁioneer miner to haye to tell. HH
description of the romantic gold-seeking
days of 1849 in California follows a
areat ‘many other such descriptions, nev-
ertheless it has its new points of inter-
est. Yuba creek and Downieville and
other scenes of the major’s early labors
are set before the reader in a most in-
teresting fashion. British Colurbians
will naturally take still greater interest
in that part of the story which relates
to their own pravince., Major Downie
spent -much time in exploring portions Qf
British Columbia and Alaska im his

S| BUSINESS OF THE: MOR

" “Then followed the reading of

G

S 7

i e g Rl

b e Bl

3 - ¥ Y 5 N

.There Are Not as mmum
"\ gent as Were Last.Year— Financis
Situntion Has Hampered the Work-
Future Progpects Are Good.
Cously Mot Ohristiun Asociation's
Pacific. Northwest ~opened this
at 9:30. -Although ithere were
present from ;10 associations, g
through three states on the of St
and British Columbia, and an en us;
astic start was made W}th the word,
there was a falling off in the atten&
ance compared with‘last year pote_d, and
it was gleaned frdm what wag said an
reported ‘that financial” matters had mka
way hampered and curtail@i the « work:
However, what is lacking in that’ Qu'ec-
tion is made wup in a general: spirit to
carry the work through every obstacle

to suceess. )

delegates and 100 - visitors s the hall
when proceedings opened with’ a prayer
and song.service led by Noel g Jacks,
secretary at Portland.  J. A.: ummett,
travelling  secretary, called the meeting
to order in .the absence of H. Allen

: £ Portland, president of the laSt
i 4 The election of offieers re-

convention.
sulted as follows: s
President, A. M. Muir of V ancouver;
vice-presidents, A. C. Brxdon&Jacks of
New Westminster and A.” Caldwell pf
New Whatcom: secretaries, John Baikie;
Portland, W. H. Wilcox, Tacoma, and
Colvin W. Stewart, Whitwerth College,
i V- ngton.
Semner, Washingt Pl
written. ‘reports from - the ten assoCia-
tions. The principal feature of . these
reports was .the scarcity of fm.u!s. How-
ever, withall there was a spirit to 20
ahead and encouragément-to be fou.t_ld
in future prospects. '~ Reports: from d}s—
tricts were then received as follows: D‘xs-
trict' No. 1, -I'.. 'W. Teague, }'ictorm,
chairman;. district No. 2, A. V. Belle,
Seattle, chairman; district No.-8, L. N.
Gross, Portland, chairman. :
Under the head of suggestions on.dis-
trict work by visitors from the -‘east
Mr, C. J. Hicks of New Yeork; interna-
tional secretary, Sec¢. Ober of _Omaha
and Prof. W. H. Williams of Wisconsin
spoke. .~ All three made yery interesting
talks, and a variety of valuable sugges-
fions founded on past experience in iarg-
‘or fields ‘thrown out for the benefit of
the Iocal workers.

~At noon time a collation was' <erved to
the delegafes at Temperance Hall, lpe
Indies of the Presbyteran  und Baptist
churches being in" charge. There was
a large attendance at the dinm:x: anl a
very pleasant time was had. Lhe vele-
gates were all introdaced, "~ made at

| home and a substantial welcome to Vie-

toria,extended.” = A number of tnl_ks all
in.a happy vein were made by different
ones around the board. -
The afternoon session. began -at 2
o'clock with Bible reading and the pro-
gramme for the rest of the day is tp _be
as - follows: 2:45—*“College Assocmtl_on
Work in the Pacific Northwest,” with
report of.second ‘collegeé conference, Prof.
W. H. Lee, chaivman of the committee
on college work, “Albany,, Ore.~ -Gieet-
ings ' from the college workers in t.he
east. Prof. W. H. Williams;® Univepsity
of Wisconsin, 3:30—“Volunteer Work,
the Strength of Our Associations; How
Can We Promote its Efficiency?” Frank
W. Ober, general secretary, Omaha, Ne-
braska. 4—‘“Possibilities for Develop-
ment in Work for Boys,” Jehn Boyd,
Victoria, followed by discussion. = 4:45
—Question drawer, in charge of the inter-
national secretary, Clarence J = Hicks,
New York city. The paper by Mr. Boyd
and the question drawer were looked for-
ward to with pleasure by those present.
At T:30 o’clock this evening there will
be a sacial at the rooms of the associa-
tion, and with an excellent programme
arranged and other amusements prom-
ised all will enjoy themselves.

The programme for te-morrow is
followe:

9:30—Bible reading, John H. Elliott.

as

quest for gold, and was instrumental in
adding* to. the stock of knowledge of |
ihis northerii ¢ountry. The record of |
his hardships and adventures will be of
interest not only t6 those who indulge |
in thoughts of gold, but to the many |
who are fascinated by the stories
pioneers’ wanderings. i
chapter deals with the major's expedition
to Panama in prosecution of his favorite !
pursuit. The book iz written ia o simple',
but graphic style, and should at once find |
favor with the reading public. i

10—*“The Physical Department as-a Fac-
tor in Association Work,” Noel H. Jacks,
general secretars, Portland, Ore., fol-
lowed by discussion. 11—Conference on
Bible' study and classes; four ten-minute
papers, followed by a ten-minute discus-

of ( ston. (a) “How to Prepare a - Bible Les-
The concluding | son,” John H. Elliott; (b) “Bible Study

for Personal Growth, or the Seeretary
and- His Bible,” .Prof.. W. 'H. Williams,
University of Wisconsin; () “Courses of
Study for Bible Classes - Which Have
Been Found Useful,” Frank W. Ober;

Remember

In all cooking receipts calling for Baking

Powder, or

Cream of Tartar anfl Soda,

| Dr. Price’s
Cream Baking Powder

Will give better results. Simply use one teaspoonful of Dr.

Price’s Cream Baking Powder to each pint of flour, orin

the proportion of two teaspoonfuls to every pound of flour.
How to avoid Alum and Ammonia Baking Powders:

First, All powders offered
pound can safely be discarded

at twenty-five cents or lessa
as Alum, for a Pure Cream of

Tartar Powder cannot be sold at such price.
Second, Avoid all brands labeled “Absolutely Pure.”

Chemical analysis, as-revealed

by the Scientific American report,

proved that brands so labeled contained, in every inmstance,
either Ammonia or Alum. The first aim of a dishonest man-
ufacturer is to deceive by his label.

 Pr. Price’'s
Cream Baking Powder .

not only does finer and better work, :b'ut its purity hal he\{er‘..

been questioned.
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latio . e Jedies From the MAY :
; edvt,'d- éat a light-‘bﬂkfast(;'mung:ﬁdw

S | tors’ Responsible for _the - Busine
{ agement  of theAssogiation:?’ J,

distributed
| sibility of the Di

There were probably = 40

speeches; royal time. 3

 2:45—*“What Ought to be the Scope of
‘Qur Educational_ghWork?” Frederick = B.

3:30—Parlor conférénces.” T
rectors and business men, F. H. ‘F‘dﬁ
1 lock, Esq.  (a) “How Far are the Direc-
ohux
Portland, Ore.; (b) “How to Crea‘teB 3!‘3
Maintain a Minancial Constituency,” 'Li
J. Coleman,

Work :of xthe * ¥
Encouragements,”” W. S. Hampson, Vie-
toria.  IL. For .delegates who are inter-
ested ‘in committee work, local and dis-
trict, L. Goodacre, Esq. (a) “The Se;
lection -and Training - of Committeemen,”,
E. W. Freure, general secretary, Na-
naimo; (b) “The Claims of Distriet Work
Upon the Loeal Associations,” W.
Terry, Victoria; (¢). Conversation; gues-
tions on:the past year’s experiences in.
commiittee work, -conducted by Joseph R,
Wetherbee, general secretary, Salem,
Ore. IIL. For pastors ‘and general see-;
rétaries; Mrs. Williams. (a) “How Can
Pastors, if They Desire it, Make Them-
selves ‘Felt as Helpers of the Asspcia-
tion?”  Rey.- H. -Robson,. Victoria; ~ (b)
“The Association as an Agency in  De-
veloping Young Men as Workers in the
Church,” M. M. Meyers, general secre-
tary, Tacoma, Wash.; (¢) Conversation;
the - mutunal relationship, of pastors and
general seeretaries.  Note—The - ladies
interested in the auxiliary work will
have, during the day, their first annual
convention of the Ladies’ Auxiliaries of
the Pacific Northwest. A special pro-
gramme will be arranged for the occa-
sion.
Evening,
church—T7:30—Song - service.
reports. in writing from parlor —confer-
ences.  8—“The Work of the Pacific
Northwest for the Past Year,” E. C.
Frost, chairman, John W. Gwilt, ftreas-
urer; James A. Dummett, travelling sée-
retary. 8:30—Address, “Young Men for
the New Era,”” Rev, Dean Richmond
Babitt, D. D., rectér Trinity , Episcopal
church, Tacoma, Wash. ;

St. Andrew’s  Presbyterian
7:45—Brief

THE ARBITRATION.

’ng Sea Since 18886.°

conditions prescribed by the arbitrators
are still the sole*topic of. conversation
‘among “the sealing’ men. Thepe seems
to be a dispoesition to await the receipt
of the full text of the decision before
‘@xpressing any further opinion or ‘de-
ciding upon any plan of action for _the
fyture. - The fact that no mention _has
beén made of restrictions on the islands
twhere the rookeries are* sitnateq _has
caused’ considerable -surprise. - Speaking
on that point W.. A. Ward, of the firm
of Robert: Ward & Co., said: “I am cer-
tain that the fur company has been re-
stricted in some way or other, or that.
the matter was at least dealt with by
the arbitrators.  The reports received se
far have not been.very full, and 1 think
we’ will have reason to change some of
the ideas which we now hold. tall
events, it will be: for us to reserve pur
opinions ‘until we know just. what ‘we
are talking about.,” = Mr. Ward, ex-
presses  the opinion -of a .number ,of
those interested in the trade. 3

“The total number of seizures mgde
since 1886,” said Mr. Munsie this morn-
ing, “is eighteen. My schooner, the Car-
olina, was,- by the way. the first vessel
ever seized in the sea. The total amount
of indemnity for all the schooners seized
would not .be over $500,000. - There is
another  point in connection with the
arbitration which has not been settled
as far as I have geen, and it is this: It
was agreed that the arbitrators should
determine the number of seals the pelagic
sealers. gould have killed in the sea in
1891, 1892 and 1893 without injury = to
seal life in general, and the sealers were
to be indemnified if it were allowed that
they could have killed seals there with-
out injury to the herds. Now, on that
point I have heard nothing.”

An Easy Job.

. A. B. Erskine’s sture at the corner of
Jobhnson and Government streets, was
enfered last night by a back window and
some mouey and a number of pairs ‘of
shoes were stolen. : The safe was left
open in “the evening so the burglars had
no trouble in cleaning. that out.

Ledingham Improving.

George Ledingham, whose horse sl:pped
while he was on his way to a fire yester-
day, is recovering. The horse slipped on
a tramway rail and Mr. Ledingham was
{ thrown off, his head striking on the rail.
| ¥t was thought last evening that the in-

juries were fatal. ;

The Money is Here.
Collector A. R. Milne received the fol-
lowing telegram from Ottawa to-day:—
Sum of $25,234 placed to your credit
2nd instant.
(Signed) WM. SMITH.
.Deputy Minister of Marine,
ThYs is the money due the hunters and
seamen under the awards for losses un-
der'the modus vivendi of 1891. The sum
of §75,000 has already been paid to own-
ers and captains. Thée payment of the
mdney will begin at 2 o’clock to-morrow
and will continue every day thereafter
at that hour until it is all paid. To get
& claim it will be necessary to produce
the evidence of the master, mate or 0wn-
erwof the schooner in which the applicant
sailed. A terrible time.is expected in pay-
ing the Indians. .

Maltreating Vice-Royaity.

The first thing. that is to be done-to
Lord Aberdeen when he reaches Canada
is to stand him up against the wall and
réead an address to him telling him what
a fine fellow” he is and how mueh every-
body -likes  him: "If -this -sort’ of thing
would stop short with one address it
wouldn’t be so bad,. but the trouble is
that now that one society has set  the
ball rolling, half a.dozen dthers will want
to join in the fun, uatil peor Aberdeen
will begin to feel-as if they had taken
him ount on a vacant lot and were using
him for a target-in a rifle shooting match.

4] T Hamilton Heral‘d. s

- —The sergeafts of G Bat;;_vx are:to be
entertained | this evehingat ‘the - Hotel
Victoria, by -the sergeants’” mess B,C.B,
ORA w5t oot B e 1y v

-

Afmmoon 3 Bibie rating, Prot. W fy
H., Williams, University of Wlm. (
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Seattle, Wash.;: (¢) “Respon-:
tors for the Spiritual}
tation—Obstacles—-

Total Number of Seizures Madein Behr- |

The result-of the arbitration and:the]
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Brought -the;

= 'ment-Schooner Viva ;

News to the City-Two Unknown Am-
erican Vessels Arrested. - :

+The -Victoria sealing schooners’ Ainoka

*|'and Minuie hdve been seized by the Kigt’
sians for alleged infractions of the .\nglo- |
ian agreement for the estxilisiment | prod

-of'a protective zone of 30 miles around
the Copper Island. ' The foregoing news
‘was brought to the eity this morning by 5

derson, from her eruise in Japanase wa-
ters. Two American sealers, the names
unknown, were also taken in charge by)
the Russians and ' will keep the Cans-
dians company in their misery. . The pa-
pers . of ‘the Ainoka and Minnie were
mken from them and in accordamee with
the terms of the Anglo-Russian treaty.
were ardered to:proceed to Yokohama to
go before the British consul or an ad-
miralty ‘court for trial. - That they will
obey is not believed by ‘the crew of the |

to Viétoria..” The seisure of the Minnie

Anderson says it can be shown to the
vsati_sfaction of any reasonable person that
she broke no regulation. . As to the Ain-
oka the particulars of her seizare dre not
known.

at 11:30 and at sncon was at anchor off
the gustom ‘house. Captain Anderson’
was soon ashore and giving his mforma-
tion to sealing men along Wharf sirpet.
Sqid he, in speaking about the case, “"Fhe
seizures werg made: the last week in Ju-
ly. I myself saw the Minnie taken. A

Russian catter came vut from the Islands

farther off amd plainly saw the transae-
tion.. My reckoning for that day shewed
me-to be 50 ' miles off shore, but
the next day when we fell in with the
Minnie they said the eaptain of the cut-
ter had claimed he had enly €ome out 22
miles from the land. My chronometer
agreed with the Minnie’s and taking the
time given to her by the eutter I worked
with it* and imy own. coming home. ¥
found it thirty- miles out. The same
.night theJ\Iinnie was taken we ourselves
narrowly escaped: being overhauled. "'We
put out' the lights amd lowered our sails,
and the cutter passed about 1000 yards
astern of us.
were taken from her and she was direét-
ed "to proceed to Yokohamsa. Whether
she will go there is another story. I know
the Minnie was 45 miles off the land,
for she was not over five mile inside of
me, and I am sure of my Joeation. I
heard of the seizure of the -Ainoka on
board of the South Bend, which I beard-
ed. T was also oqn the Agnes Maedonald
and ‘a number of others and picked up
the information about the capture of the
American‘schooners. Their ‘hames T’ did
not hear. T fear that other seizures vl
beé made if the Russians claith' jdtisdic:
tion outside of ‘the ' thirty-mile Yimit"
agreed upon by the two #ationS. They
are all eruising about just outside of the
limit.

“None of the vessels had done anything
around the islands up to the time I had
left.  The weather had been terribly
rough and the'seals were not over plenti-
ful. In faect, the catches were about the
same as that with whieh the sehooners
deft for the other side. I expect a num-
ber of them home shortly. My schooner
toek about 1,500 skins, nearly all ; of
which I shipped home some time since
on the schooner May Belle.”

Capt. Anderson has been in consultation

with Collector Milnie this afternoon and
will prebably" make a few statements un-
der oath on the circundstanees surround-
ing the seizure of the schooner Minnie.
There will also be an official report on
the whole transaction forwarded to Ot-
tawa.
+ The. schooner Ainoko ‘was ‘owned by
Capt. Grant and had a catéh of about
1,400 skins. = She was eported lest this
summer when the Mar®™ Blum . went to
pieces on Cape St. Elias. ; She is.a first-
class schooner; and yvith Rer outfit easily
worth $10,000. .The Mignie was .owned
by Victor Jacobson. = She is a good boat,
worth propably the same money. - She
had a fair cateh of sealskins. 5

BOARD OF TRADE.

Meeting of the Council—Variuus'Subjectl
Under Discussion.
&

The ceuncil of the board of trade met
at 11 a.m. to-day, primarily to diseuss
with Captain Irving and others the ques-
tion of cold storage for the Australian
trade, which is expected to follow the
establishment of the new steamship line.
There .were present: President Flummer-
felt in the chair, Messrs. Renouf, Ker,
Prior, Hall, Marvin, Gray, Worloak,
Connon, Heisterman, Templeman, Irving
and Rithet.

The question of freight rates +ay the
Mainland, intreduwced at a furmez meot-
ing by Mr. Gus Leiser, was b @at to
the attention of Captain Irvingmgpd the
informal discussion ensued.

Mr. Rithet thought the rate was g3 low
new that it could not be reduced. - All
freight was handled twice.

Captain Irving said they paid 35 cents
a ton:te handle freight each time, or 70
cents for the trip, and in some cases they
only get $1 for earrying it. A reduction
in such a case would mean an actual luss
to his company. -

Mr. Ker pointed out that Vaneouver
got a dollar .a tomn better on fiour {rom
Winnipeg than Victoria.

The rate charged on Nanaime: and
northern route was also discussed,.and
while it was pointed out that the Messrs.
Duasmuir stood in their own light $u- not
reducing .the rate per ton-te Nanaimo te
§1.50 as the trade was undoubtedly leav-
ing Vietoria. ' :

The matter of rates was allowed to
drop without apy action being taken.

. Wharfage angd cartage charges,,which
are, considered®by merchants who “pur-
chuse from Victoria to be very vexatious,
it ' was claimed. by Messrs., Irying and
Rithet, were not greafer than in other
places on: the coast. W

The proposition to ¢ ish a-ecold stor-

mbon by }ﬂo’ Angl o-.nnulun A.‘roe-_ -1

the sealing schooner Viva, Captain An- |

Viva, who expect to see them run home |

is said ‘to' be unwarranted and Captain |

!
The. sehooner Viva entered the harbor

and boarded her. T was about five miles |

The papers 6f the Minnie |
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SHORT LOCALS.

Gleaniugs of City and Provincial News in
<& Cendensed Form.
‘(From Tuesday’s Daily.)

—Nanaimo is written up in the last
number of Lewis & Dryden’s guide.

—Mare reports .are heard of the Jarge
number of dead salmon in the Straits.

—The total salmon pack on the Colum-
bia is 375,000 cases, or just 100,000 cages
short of last year. :

—The finding of the hat belonginz to
Mrs. Efama McDonald is all that Lus so
far rewarded the Lake Washington
searchers.

—The five “swagger sticks” presented
to Corp. McConnon; and Gunners Quig-
ley, Booth, Johnston and Smith for the |
neatest tent during the recent camp at
Macaulay Point have arrived irom: the
east.

(Frem Wednesday’s Daily.)

—An alarm from Box 31, was tarned
in at 11:45 a.m, to-day for a fire on the
roof of C. A. Vernon's residence, } um-
boldt street. Ten dollars will cover the
damage done. A spark from the kitchen
stove was the cause of the fire. |

—Yesterday afternoon a workman em-
ployed at the outer wharf had Iis hand
smashed between a pile and a large stick
of timber. It took several men with
crowbars“some time to pry open the tim-
bers and release the erushed member.

(From Thursday’s Daily.)

—The damage by fire at-Mr. Charles
Vernon’s residence syesterday did not
amount to $500, but $16. The house in
which the.fire alarm box key is kept was
not closed, the door being wide open all
afternoon.

—Quadra | streéet from Topaz avenue
through the Tolmie estate has been
graded and is not in a passable condition.
The government will shortly commence
grading the portion of the street outside
the city limits.

MR. GLADSTONE.

To the Editor: It is time that some
one raised his voice in protest against
the vicious, not to say unmanly, abuse
contained in Mr. Phillipps Wolley’s let-
ters to the Colonist directed against one
whom so. many millions all over the
world love,and revere. It is true that
Mr. Gladstone’s mpral and political per-
sonality risés high above the petty and-
vulgar rudeness of his opponents; but for
all - that I for, one of his devoted adher-
ents will not'see him reviled and malign-
ed without a “fling back.” One -cer-
tainly was astonished to read in - Mr.
Phillipps-Wolley’s first letter approval of
the conduct of the snobocracy at the re-
ception at the Imperial Institute. If I
invite a party of friends to dinner
one” of them is grossly insulted by the
others’ before my face, T would 'write
them off my list of acquaintances as ill-
mannered and ill-educated ecads. And
here we have an assembly of the gentle-
men of England, forsooth, shouting in-
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No, Mr. Gladstone’s sin is that he is
Christian and carries his Christianity i,
to his legislation. This is not likely ¢,
suit*the tastes of “the gentlemeén of Kn..
Iand” om mieet the approval of a gilded
chamber full of peers, both spiritual ang
tempeoral,who, with a few honorable ey-
ceptions, have no Christ-like democrati
sympathies:: .

W. H. P. ARDILN,
27 St. Mark’s Church,
Aungust 17th. :

FAIR AND TRAMWAY.

To the Editor: A great deal has. boen
said and written lately about the fair,
and in conneetion therewith the tram-
way serviee has conte in for a large share
of abuse. Whether this was deserved
or not it is mot within my province to
say, bat 4 great deal could be said for
and against both. ;

In ‘the case of the former, holding the
fair too early was purely experimental,
and X believe myself would have panned
out all right if the season had been as
early as we have been aceustomed to for
unfortunately

from four to five wees later than usual,
and that, as you are aware, means .
great deal, for just as the fair was be-
ing held all the farmers were busy mak-
ing hay while the sun shone,

I know for a certainty that a great
many farmers on the island would have
been present with their exhibits had the
season been earlier. However, -ag there
is no use in crying over spilt milk, and
as_the directors of the,fair are not infal-
lible, but are like most other people,
let us give them credit for doing  their
best.

Now,a few words about the traunway
company. I am awafe comment rnd
fault-finding are all right at times, but
chronic fault-finding becomes, as you
know, tiresome. True, the tramway
service might be better, but digging ot
Mr. Higgins, its manager, I am afrail
won't improve matters, for I am satis-
fied none would be more pleasaed to see
the service a success than he. But Mr.
Higgins is a politician, and, strange to
say, as far as Vietoria is concerned, not
a popular .one. Why, this shonld b so
is a mystery, for he certainly has done
much for Viectoria, and a great deal more
than some who were” more able.  1But
till the hard fact remains he is 1ot
popular. Higgins is a geod man and an
able one. He is ¢ man I admirve, if only
for his independence, but for all / ‘1hat
he is not & manager of man, and in run
the tramway successfully there must be
discipline, and this Mr. Higzins, I am
afraid, has never acquired himself. But
before concluding this I will say Mr.
Higgins and the-late James Fell deserve
great credit, the one for his enterprise
and ‘the other for the interest he took in
having the tramway started in- Viectoria.

INTERESTED.,

‘ Viectoria, Aug. 17th.

“A HOLE THROUGH THE EARTH.”

To: the Editor: In your issue of a late
date yeu copy a paragraph from the St.
Louis dlepublican, headed as above.

Now, would not both you and vour con-
temporary be surprised to hear that the
iron ball dropped, as supposed, into the
hole, instead of falling into the earth’s
stopping there, would pass
through that centre at a veloeity of nearly
five miles a second and rise to the opposite
Bide of the earth, the other end of the

holey before stopping?
? e JOHN PHILLIPS.

Hatching Out a Python Family.

The python lately received at the Zoo-
logical Gardens in Leipsic completed its
work of hatching its eggs on th»10th inst.
Thig and a second sitting python.of the
Indian species were received a fow wocks
ago at Hamburg by the proprietor of the
Leipsie Garden. They were sent to Leip-
sic carfully packed in chests, but one of
them, disturbed by the jolting of the
train, left her place on her eggs, aud they
were destroyed. The other python, who
had laid several dozens of éggs as vig os
goose eggs and eovered ~with a  thick,
leatRery’ skin, remained lying u,on them
in a pyramidal-coil; at the apex of which
protruded her head. - Both pytiions were
unusually angry, and tried to shoot ferth
their heads through every opening of the
chest, uttering low hissing cries. On
the 4th of this month, the first rounyg
snakes of the successfully haczhed brood
began to appear, creeping out between
the_coils of the python mother. Every
day” more appeared, until on the 10th
(when the mother at last left her long-
continued position, there were more t#:m
30 young snakes. They swere 28 ithick
as a man’s thumb, about two feet lopng.
and exquisitely marked, their lizht color
$ontrasting strongly with the dark hrown
of their mother. The empty eggs, slit in
a remarkable manner, looked like & heap
of flat leather pockets of bags. The
young pythoms, which at first resembled
a Medusa’s head, began to creep away
from their mother—some lying in a tang-
led heap under the blanket, some rwisted
separately into a small knot in the cop-
ners of the chest. The python whose
eggs. tvere destroyed by her forsdking !xvr
position has gor® blind. The hatching

{ of python snakes in confinement is of
and { Jery rare occurrence, but the place the

mother was kept in in the Leipsic Zoolo-
gieal Gardens is tropically hot.- The oe-
currence proves the truth of the helief
that it -takes about two months to batck
such creatures,—St. James Gazetts, July
22nd.
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