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SKXETCH O ) HER MAJESTY’S CABINET.

BLacRWo00D's EniN3uasd MAGAZINE -‘-T'nree
vears ago Lord DBroughuam sent the Melbourne
Cabinet into *he world with the brand of ** The
Iacapabl.s” on its forehead. Among all changes
of principle anli practice, they have been true to
their titie. ‘ihey iutended nothing g t;he_v were
‘eapable of nothing ; and they have fuifilled both
their iutention and thelr cipacity. The country
has goune on without them. They are no more
responsibie f.r its morements than the barnacles
on .tthshxp's bottom are v.s;jcnsibie fan“the ship’s
course, Tue business of the barnacles is to curg
where they have been once stuck on, and their
jastinet is to repel any force that would scrape
tham off. Tho Cabiunet have the same busiuess,
and the same instinct, and no more.  They wonld,
perhaps. like ti.e barnacles, bave some sense o,
Stoi i ne:, if the ship wereto be bulged
against the rocks, or broken up by u’t‘cr rotten-
ness ; but. hike them, they willt only follow their
parural impulse in clinging to it while there is a
piank tog;iiu r. and in sucking that plank \}"l.nie
they live. That this is wiolly a uew cn.u‘dx,lvm
of A Briti-h Government we perfectly acknow-
led_e; t atth-individuals cw’..x_;mdn;.: th|.s‘(Aiov€rn
M.t are utierly Lielpless, triding and ridiculous,
we suppose no mia of any kind of obscrvaiion In
the eomutiy doubts in the slightest degree; ani
that this stat: of public mdlters has been suffered
to go on muorely turough the p,uim;e“,f‘me public
and the sinsular leniency of the national protec-
tars in pariiament is, we take it ﬂ{r granted
whilly und niable by any man who knows his
* right hand from his left.  Anotner I.!e‘)mtn)s equal-
}y to be taken into considaration. .l he Cabinet is
pot more fiivolous as a body, then impotent i its
‘membess. The broalest glance cast over British
history can absolutely find nothing so destitute of
all the qualiications for the government of empire.
A briliant aad boid ambition has sometimes
“the nation into the endurance of bad men
and bal measures; superior eloguence, and the
‘art of persuadinu  great assembiies, has often

bewildered the natioa; a character for honest |

pubié inteutions, sanctioned by Privute (.hgcel‘l'(-y
of Jife, has rais-d and kept many a man of inedio-
crity in high station; cven the habit of being
hnown as the clisnt of a popular and geaerour
lin: of polities has had its effoct. Thus the
Walpoles, Chiathams. Foxes, huzaidous as they
Avere, and even the Liverpools simple and stagnant
as they showed themselves in the nxid§t uf the
most glowing impulses of the most glowing tm}m.
and last and lcast, the slipperiness of .Cu.nmng,
were more than tolerated ; nay, ia some instances,
exact the same restrospective homage from tle
pational memory, with which we logk upon the
sword and armour of some great champion, hung
above his tomp ; or fix our eyes on the fiery line
in the horizon, wuich tells us that there the sun
passet. But tie Melbourne Cabinet have dis-
covered another source of distinetion, which, if few
_ may desire to rival, none can hope to exceed.—
They er: contzmptdb.:. Their feebleness is su
completely beyond all coutioversyt, hat,t_he_v have
the double advantage of being supposed incapable
_of mischief, aud of exciting commiseration, in
every instance ‘where they are attacked. Sir
Robert Peel agzainst Lord Jo:‘.n.Ru§s:ll! Why
very sensa coimmnon humaity enlists \tsel] hn tline
side of the little victim querulounsly writhing in
the grasp of the powerful Opposition leader.—
Lord Meibourne agiinst Lord Lyndhurst! Was
there ever suca painful inequality 2 When the
oreat Law Lord rises to inflict the lash upon ]'Hs
nerveless and frightened opponent, however justice
may command severity, every feeling of compas.
sion longs to save the startled culprit from the
scourge, which, like the_knout, may extinguish
his public existence at a blow. We have, of
course, o wish to touch upon the mysteries of
jgh men and things. But if those scenes occur-
red in China, caricature might amuse itself richly
with the burlesque of the Chief Mandario. Not
the posscssion of the * blue button, i}nd the
icock’s feather,” —not bowing Mandarins, and
‘Partars kissing his his feet —not. even th.e exclu:
sive gar of the silter on the imperial cushion could
gave him from being consummately Jaughed at.—-
Of the multitude of triding, uupurposed, and
etV speakers who figure so disastiously be-
fore the neople of England, the Premier, with all
his accomplishments, probably Tanks among the
worst ; he is certainly the worst who ever at-
tempted the part of a feader of the Cabinet. After
Bis first hali-dozen sentences, he ‘becomes wholly
confused, evidently loses all sequence-of thought,
m;ngws from ong follow to another, and af_ter a
* helpless ‘discharge of the most unhappy verbiage,
\ &igﬁamps into silence, from mere poweilessness
 of saying anything, or attemps to cover his retreat
by falling ito a ridiculous passion. . On the other
hand, Lord Lyndhrst's foree, combined with his
calmness, his full and paipable knowledge of every
ject on which he treats, his easy mastety ‘of
aguage, and that language often eerched Dy
allusions of classic elegance,” render- iim one of
"‘mgt accom. lished,of living speake’rs. But
“en cut'“déep.  His eastigation of O’Conuell,
hien that truculent bully ventured to come 1nto
f.Peers, probably with the hope of

: , the resistless contempt with which
shed ithe fellow, dnd the summarp justice

| whith he actually forced Lim to take flight,
| remembered by the House as among the
ices of the noble Lord, and have sunk

he Memory of O’Connell as among tae
 debts of that sweeping vengeausz which
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cankers his heart. In the hands of such a man
imbecility can only fret and foam. Dutitis when
Lord P.rr,-.ugham makes the assault that the condi-
tion of the Premier becomes utterly pitiable. —

Brougham pays no attention to those etiquattos |
]‘(Hd

which restrain execution in the huands of
Lyndhurst. His style ‘is trenchani, fiercs,
desperate.

and

an: gnaws ; he turns it over ia every direction
and strikes again wherever a vestige of life or
vulnerability remains. Even the noble Luad's
eccentricity gives him additional power in this
species of cunilict ; like the bird of the churehyard
Lie fights better on his back than on fout or wing,
aud plies the beak and the claw to the last with
remorseless fury, and never finishes while there is
a wound to be given, or a feather to be turn away.
But leaving the Cabinct en masse to the scorn
wlhich its impotence deserves ; if we inquire vhat
has been done by its individual members, we only
descend from its veneral usefulness to personal
ininity. If we ask what has that man of tae red
ribhon and ¢ all the loves.” the Foreign Seaietary
done, since lis uvnhappy fixture on the public
purse, we ean find nothing but a list of public
failares resulting from a policy in direct con-
tradiction to all the old established maxims of
England, and that contradiction resulting from
the newfangled difforence of and English minisiry
for the power of the rabble leaders at home
thus have as the memcrabilia of the noble lord the
blockade of Holland ; the Anglo-Spainish expedi-
tion ; the Turkish diplomacy ; the Greek instal-
ments ; the American boundary uvegotiation ; the
negotiation with France on the infimous seizare
of Agiers ; the negotiation with Spain and Portu-
gal for the suppression of the slave trade. - It all
these were not failures, we demand  the evidence
of success in every one of them. From the
Foreign Secretary we turif'to the Colonial, There
the sing e word ** Canada” is more than enouah.

hie infinite dulness that could not see rebellion
preparing yea after year; the infiaite tardiness
that so long pondered about sending out the force
which was so imperiously necessary; the infinite
foolery which suffered such a personage as Lord
Durham to go out as the** peace maker,” attended
with such guardians of public interests, and such
examples of perscnal counduct, as the Tartons,
Wakefields, and Duncombes. Such are a few
features of the Secretary’s achievements in a
single branch of his otfice. But we leave the
Morpheus of the Cabinet to his poppies. . What
exhibition has the Home Secretary made of his
fitness for power ¢ Has there heen a single bill
of the session which has not been either given
over to the Opposition to correct intn the capubili-
ty of public use, or been trampled uncer foot by
them ¢ Has he had a will of his own for an hour
together ¢ Has he been able to biing a single
m-asure of Government into action Lut by tbe
sufferance of Sir Robert Peel ; and is he not at
this moment a puppet, pulled alternate!y: hy the
strings of the Irish faction at his back, and the
Opposition in his fiont ¢ As for the remainder of
his coadjutors they are fit to draw nn the Treasure
once a guarter, and that is the sum total of their
capacities. But how long is this system of n2ga-
tions to goon? How lung can England endure
to sze eleven five thousand a-year given to the
necessities of eleven luminaries of this order ?
How long are those men to be suffired to sow tle
seed of their Whig. Radicalism in every stop of
office at home, in every colony, in every reziment,
in evgry ship ; to turn all public employment into
a Whig retaining fee, and fast n upon the nation,
iu the form of well paid pauperism, the dregs of
worthless partisanship? Will Europe gives us
time for the quict process of this experiment ?
Will America gives us time? No  What says
Russia 2. Follow your worthless policy, for i is
my profit ; but nterfere with my projects in the
east or the west, and then lcok to the consequen-
ces if you dare. Is is not notorious, that whie
our Miristry are thus doing nothing at home, and
England is looking on with a mixture of contempt
and amazement, Russia is arming on every fron-
tier, building vast fleets, and in. the midst of the
mwxt profound peace, and without a rival to feur,
is calculating on the eonquest of countiies, of
which fifty years ago she had scarcely heard the
name ¢ Is it not notorious that France is openly
calculating on the possession of the whole notthern
coast of Af.ica before our face, a possession which
would seal up the Mediterranean from us, as
Russia has sealed up the Euxinz? Is it not
notorious that America is making an iniquitous
demand for the surrender of that vast territory
which, lying between New Brunswick and the St.
Lawreace, seals up the mount of that great
communication between our Canacian empire and
the ocean ¢

Krom the Mont: eal Herald of the 13:h

inst.

On Sunday evening, the whole of the
back conntry above Laprairie presented
the'awful spectacle of one vast”sheet of
lurid flame, and it is reported ‘that not a
single rebel house has been felt standing,
(God only knows ‘what is to become of
the surviving Canadians and their.wives
and families, during the approaching win-
ter, as nothing but starvation from bunger
and vold stares them in the face. It is
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e darts upon his prey like a vulture, |
and is not content with strixing it doswn ; he tears |

\‘1’ o

| accessions

overwhelning

melancholy to reflec on such awful con-
seqiiences of the rt'ln‘“}um, and the ure-
rie ot so many human beings,
1Lin or guilty. Sull, the
emacy of the laws must be maintained
tnviziate, the integrity of the empire must
be stcured to Beitish subjects, even at
the expense of the entire Nution Can-
adienne.

thie ruin

ncent

Irom the JMontreal Herald, November
15.

The French off cer San Martin, wham
we noticed as one of the prisoners taken
at Odeltown, has been brought to town,
and offaes; 1t he gets his hiberty to deliver
D Rooeer Nelson, dead or alive, to the
We very much doubt if chis
affer will be accepted. Ile stated that he
ias been the vietim of deceit and treache-
rv-——that he was assured ot having under
bis eommand an army 30,000 men, well
equipped. and brave, instead of which he
ound enly three or four thousand misera-
e wretenes, arvned to be sure, but the
coward he had even had any
conunexion with. He deserves the death
of a brigan”. and we trust he wiil meet
1t

authorities,

i
i
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FROKREN.

From Montreal we learn that the trial
o the prisoners made in the late emeute
are yjmmediately to gdinmence by Court
Martial. Among the most prominsat

mes 1s Charles IHindenland for San

tartin, captured at Napierville lleis a

renchinen, recently arrived in this coun-
try, and savs he was cajoled and de-
cetved 1nto embaiking in the enterprise
by representations made to him of the
large and well equipped army of whicl
he was to take the command.

I'he 931 regr. was expected to reach
Prescott no the 13th, and the force would
be increased to 2000 by the 16th or 17th.
The (‘en‘rv\'imrul nt ot th Courter and
E rqnirer sayvs that onlv three Canadians

i ' Ille writes on

by

fracd '!w:!w:; the !,n\.il»i\:rr;,
the 14th, bat how he got at this precise
ntber nct mformed. An en-
ocsenient on one of the packages by tne
mail, received at Ailbany on
mdav morning, states that the Patriots
at Windmill Point, bad, to a man, been
taken prisoners or cut np by the loyalists.
Azcount from Ogzdensburgh to Nov.
15th, bring abundance of rumors. Among
these the most impoertant, if true, 1s that
a rising has also taken place at Ganono-
que, and that many ol the troops were
drawn off i consequence.—New York
Sun.

nWe are

esteril

The New York State Democrat of
Moaday savs—The Patriot forces who
attacked Prescott were under the com-
mand of a Polish officer, named Von
Shulz. The famous Bill Johnson was
actuive in promoting the passage of rein-
forcements of men and materiet to their
assistance

Qe who called himself Gen. Ward
Borge, ¢ DBrigadier General Eestern
Diviston Patriot Army,” and appeared to
be commaand in-chief of the expedition,
crosssed over with his men in the steam-
boat United States, was suddenly Zuken
¢ll, and return to Ogdensburg,

The Patriot were receiving constant
to their numbers from the
American ‘side, but whence they came
was unkonown. ;

Neither the loss on either side, nor
how far the patriots have been successful
in their enterprise, is yet known,

Siuce the above was in type, we have
received the following :

[Private Correspordence.]

Cravron, N. Y, Nov, 16, 1838.

The. Patriots who made a stand
near Prescott, U. U., are all killed
or taken. Nearly 1000 went down
to Ogdershurg, but ouly a couple
o! hundred hrave fellows could get
across. They fonght against an
torce lor two or

N

&

three days, and cut them up
tremendously, and drove themn off.
During  the first two days the
Patriots killed abo::it 100 of the
British and lost seventeen. On
vesterday, Thursday morning, the
Patriots  were surrounded by a
number of twenty-tour pounders,
which battered down and blew up
rheir strong hold, and killed every
one of the party.  Charles Browa,
son . of Judge Brown, of Water-
town, N. Y. is among the slain.
[Lxtract.]
CuamprLarx, N. Y.
:E38.

The principal object of my let-
terds to beg you to cry and send
us sce succor tor the wounded
ard refugees who are pesitivety in
want ol tood: Kndeavour then to
pe sunade the friends of the Patriot
in your city to do this service to
their tellow men who are here ina
great state of suffering.

Nov,

19,

Frenpenrrcrox, ~Nov, 2l.—In
addition 1o the principal items of
vews from the latest Canadian pa-
pers, we have been favoured with
the tollowing ‘extract of a letter,
dated. :

QUEBEC, 13th, Nov., 183S.

“ The news from the Montreal
District, this morning continues to
be satisfactory. Sir John Col-
bhorne had not returned to Mou-
treal, hut was looked for hourly.
The rebels at xapierville, who at
one tiime mustered 4000 strong,
fled at the aprroach of the troops
and got within the line 45. 1t was
supposed that the Commander of
the Forees was bendin his maren
to Clitenugav, where the insar-
cents at one tiime were in great
force. L.>Acadie and St. Martin
are sail to have beea burnt and
the Glengarry Men have visited
Beauharuois with the same retri-
bution.

“ There is no doubt that the
ramifications of this new outbreak
weére very extensive, and that a part
of the plan was to have seized
Quebec and put the lLoyalists to
death. Irom Upper Cannda the
acconnts are satisfactorv. 1 have
cuclosed a late proclamation from
Sir George Arthur, which I trust
will have a good effect.

“ The weather is still open,
affording facilities for the opera-
tions of the Aimy.”

On Thursday four ordinances
were published by Sir John Col-
horne and his special counci? ; one
authorising the Montreal and city
Banks, the Bk of British. north
Awmerica and the Bankydu Peuple,
to suspend specie payments antil
the Ist of June, upon certain con-
ditions,. with which all but the
qatter have complied ; the secend
authorisrig for a limited time the
seizure of gunpowder, arms, lead’

.and. muaitions of war ; the third,




