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Liberal party. The former premier,who
looked remarkably well, said there had
been a carefully engineered campaign
against him, but he acquitted Lloyd
George and his other associates in the
retiring government of complicity there-
in .
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On Friday of last week, Mr. Asquith
said, he received Lloyd George’s pro-
| posal for a smaller war council. The
same day he replied that the prime min-
Ister must preside over such a body.| -
Lloyd George did not agree to this, and
on Sunday the Unionist members in-
timated they had a meeting at which
they decided they could not remain in
the government if he did, and that if
he did not resign they would. He saw,
Lloyd George later and, being desirous
of maintaining unity of the government,
appealed to Bonar Law to remain'in of-
fice.

J'hey had a conversation and attempt-
ed to accommodate their views as to the
relationship between the premier and the
war council and as to the:personnel of
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the council. On these two points they
differed, and the difference of opinion
was strong and sharp.

An arrangement was then suggested
that the premier should control the war
policy of the government, that the war
council should submit its decisions to
him, and that the agenda of the war
council should be submitted to him. No
agreement was reached, and he under-
took to write Lloyd George the next day,
giving him his decision in the matter.

Someone Broke Faith, ~

The next morning he found a state-
ment in the newspapers that the premier
was to be excluded from the war coun-
cil. He believed there had been a breach
of confidence, although he accepted Lloyd
George’s disclaimer. He wrote Lloyd
George that he was not prepared to re-
main in the cabinet, as a spectator of
the war, and that it was not possible to
have a war council without the premier
as chairman. After consulting with his
friends he resigned.
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Mr. Asquith said he was of the opin-
ion that he could serve the government
to better advantage outside the cabinet,
" | with “the sole object of lerding such
help as I can to the new government in
the great task confronting them.”

He had advised his colleagues to exer-
cise their own judgient in the matter
. of joining the cabinet, and had brought
no pressure to bear on them. It was
humiliating to think that anybody should
suggest that he was trying to restrain
his colleagues from serving the new gov-

age 2 [}
ernment.
atln" I" “Above all,” Mr. Asquith continued,
| / “T ghall do whatever I can to facilitate

the task: which has fallen into other
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