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MIr. HUGHES (Victoria). 1 have listened
with a great deal of plea sure, to the re-
marks which have just fallen frorn the lips
of the various gentlemien who have pre-
ceded me. 1 can heartily endorse the opinion
expressed by the hion. member for Gaspé
(Mr. Lemieux), the hon. member for Labelle
(Mr. Bourassa), and the lion. inember for
Jacques Cartier (Mr. Monk ), that our French
Canadians make excellent settiers ln the
North-west. 1 do not know however, that
our French Canadian friends eau complain
of lack of attention to their compatriots
in the North-west. As the lion. niember
fromt Alberta (Mr. Oliver) well knows, start-
lng from Edmonton and traversing the mag-
nificent region for upwards of thirty miles
ln almost every direction, especially the
northern, one cornes to home after home,
planted by this magnificent people. Pas-
sing along the entire north Saskatchewan,
one cornes across a settiernent of French
Canýaddans. At St. Paul de Metis, away
north-west of Fort Pitt, there is a magniiti-
cent settlernent of four counities, established
through the energy of the Rev. Father
Lacombe, and through the efforts of the
clergy, settiers are comlng ln there of French
Canadians frorn Minnesota and other western
states. This district far beyoad the region
of active settiernent, Is already becorning
well populated. During rny visit I founid
they had a saw-mlll and grist-mili and
sufficient grain la store to last them a year
or so.

An hion. MEMBER. When was that ?
Mr. HUGHES (Victoria). Last yenr. The

question of inducing people, who have lef t
Canada, to return, is one on whicb I differ
materially fromn many of those who have
preceded me. The duty of this governent
is flot to coax people to corne back but to
place before those who wish to better their
conditions the advantages of Canada. No
young man who bias ever lived iii Canada
should require to be told of its advaatage.
Therefore 1 think the departrnent is justified
ln not spendiag time and money in sending
agents amngn those who were formerly
Caradians. Whether they wvent from French
Canada to the New England states or front
Ontario and the maritime ]5rov!nces to the
eastern and western states. These people
correspond with their friends in Canada,
they know the advantages of Canada, and if
they do not choose to, take advantage of
them, of their own accord, no effort of ours
is Ilkely ta make themi do so.

Mr. LEMIEUX. Has the lion. gentlentan
nny knowledge of the approximate number
of our Canadian people who have immigra-
ted to the United States ? ls there any
tabulated statement to that effect ?

Mr. HUGHES (Victoria). Chicago nione
lias upwards of 100,000 from Ontario and
Boston bias 200,000 fromn the maritime pro-

vinces. I understand that the number of
Canadian bora in the United States is over
a rnillion.

The MINISTER 0F THE INTERLOR.
About 1,250,000 Canadians in the United
States.

Mr. HUGHES (Victoria). Cainadian boni.
Thiere is no need to spend any money lit
makiag thern acquainted with the advan-
tages of Canada as a home to whielh they
îaay return at any time. and the efforts of
111e department shouid be exerted ii eîi-
deavouring to bring in immigrants fromt Eng-
land, France and Germaay, but especially
fromt Great Britain and Ireland. We should
brîng in emigrants who do, fot now know
the advantages of Canada, and 1 must coin-
inend the Department of the Iiiterior for is
exertions along that bine. I wish to draw
the attention of the hion. minister to ait
aspect of the Immigration policy, ln which 1
an more or less interested, and to a suîg-
gestion I took «the liberty of makiag bim
some years ago, and wbich I believe bias
received sorne attention froin bis depart-
ment. Thcse who have studied the bistory
of the Dominion know that Canada was
saved to Britain lu the war of 1812 by those
who had forrnerly been British soldiers or
were the descendants of British soldiers.
L.1 1837 Canada was undoubtedly saved by
those who were either Britisli veterans or
their 'descendants. The samne class carne to
the front la 1867, 1870 and 1885, and weuit
to South Africa lut the recent IVar. Tue
men frorn Canada who toolc part lat ail these
wars were largely men whio had seen ser-
lice lit the imperial armny cr wlio were the
descendants of Imperial soldiers. Such men
make good citizens. Some years ago I sug-
gested to, the hion. minister that a number of
hornesteads should be set apart for these
mnen la the North-west. Upon eachi of these
a littie cottage with ant outfit should be
platced and the honourably discharged Bni-
tislh soldier should be given titis homestead,
subject to the cost of the cottage and ont-
fit as a lien upon It. I do not know that 1
wotuld even ask to have -the whole cost paid
back, or posslbly hie rnight pay the capital
bac< without interest, and un Industrious
mail would be able to pay it back l)y the
end of ten years. If such a policy were car-
ried out, it would have the effeet of brlnging
excellent settlers into the country. I liutp-
pened to be la Winnipeg this spning wlieii a
number of immigrants were going through.
There were soine very well to do familles
arnong them, but many had only fromt thirty
to flfty pounds la their pockets. They were
beset on every side by the agents of land
companies and the agents of farîners want-
ing hired men. The latter had the pull,
but with ail due deference to those wbo
think that an Englishman should undergo
an apprenticeship, to a Canadian fermer, I
think that as soon as possible lie should be
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