
from 60 to 75 cents per day, and our own gan) that the pay of $1.50 a day is quite
labourlng men had to waik the streets or Inadequate, and even if lie were disposed
accept the miserable wages ln competition to withdraw bis resolution, I certainly do
with foreigners. But to-day these work- not feel warranted in wlthdrawing the'
inginen have to be paid the current wages amendment. Wbatever doubt there may
of the locality, and consequently the work- exist, as the hion. member for Prince Ed-
ingrnen men of Canada are given the pre- ward Island bas said, as to whether some
ference, and these workingmen appreclate men may be really wortb more tban $1 ai
wbat bas been dune for themn by this day or flot, there can be no doubt that thei
government. Instead of hion, gentlemen men ernployed on tbe Lacbine canal are
carplng and cornpiaining, it seems to me wortli more than tbat sum, and as-regards
that they ouglit to support the Minister the ernployees of the post office ln the cities
of Railways in doing more for iabouring of Montreal and Toronto, and ln every city
men than was done for them in tbe wliere there is a street delivery, the wages
past, by increasing their wages and en- paid the letter carriers are a subject of
abling tlim to bave more home coin- scandai througbout the country. if I were
forts than tlôey formeriy enjoyed. I regret to consent to the witlidrawai of the amend-
that the minister is not here, but I know ment, whlch brings those two classes under
that his i11 lieaitli prevents hlm from attend- the consideration of the House, I would be
ing our evening sessions, but I trust that doing something wbicb it would bie very
the negotiations betwen the trackmen and difficuit to explain. We are not enacting &
the Minister of Railways and the First law, we are mereiy expressing an opinion,
Minister and other members of the govern- and if the government are golng to con-
ment wiil resuit in an increase of -their, sider the, question of wages on the IntoIr-
wages. The lion. Minister of Public Workà coloniai Raiiway, and if the Postmaster
dleserves great credit for thie mnanner lit Generai bas a Bill dealing with the question
which lie treats tbe iabouring men who are of the letter carriers, ýstampers, and sort-
worklng under hlm. I have no fauit to ers in Montreai and Toronto, It is well that
find with him, and I believe tbat when the the House should bie now given the op-
trackmen's case is placed before the Min- portunity of expressing its views as to
ister of Railways by the Trackmen's AsJ the course of conduct wbich we tbink ouglit
sociation, and lie is fully seized o! the to guide the government ln the consideration
labours and responsibilities of these men, of these questions.
botb of whlcb are increased in these days
by the faster and heavIer, trains employed; The MINISTER 0F FINANCE (H1on. W.
lie will, witli that sense of fairness lie hasf S. Fielding). I entirely dissent from the
shown the other employees on the Inter- view expressed by the hion. member for
colonial, Increase their wages by fixing a Jacques Cartier (Mr. Monk) that this !S tbe
minimum of at least $1.50 per day. proper moment ln whicb to deal wltb tbe

If I can have the consent o! tbe seconder question. The resolution and the amend-
of my motion, I would lie disposed tdi ment before the House present two classes
accept the assurances of the First Minister of worklngmen as deserving of special con-
that tbe case of these men, wliose dlaims I sideration-those employen on the govern-
amn urglng, wili receive very consideration. ment raiiways and those employed ln the

Mr. . B OSER (estTornto) Ifthepost office. The First Minister lias caiied
Mr. . B OSER (estTornto) Iftheattention to the tact tbat the dlaims o!

inover of this resolution wiii get no more botli tbese classes are engaging the atten-
satisfaction out o! It for the ciass o! men, tion of the government, and tliat one of
wbose dlaims lie Is advocating than the tbem is to be deait wltb by a Bill whlcb
letter carriers obtalned out of the promise of will lie laid before the House iy the Post-
tbe Flrst Minivter In their case, I arn afrald master Genéral. Thierefore the House 'wIll
that hie will find tbat lie lias taken up the stili have ample opportunity of deailng witb
tirne of this House ln vain. A year ago, when the ciaims of the letter carriers ln a most
I bad the pleasure o! attending a deputation ieffective way when the Bill Is submitted to
of the letter carriers who waited on the us. There Is therefore no need for the House
goverament, we were told by the ministers! to pass an opinion witb regard to the wages
then present that their grievances would lie of thie post office officiais. As to thie other
considered and justice done to tliem, but ciass, the Flrst Minister lias said that an ar-
from that day to this notbing bas been ac- rang'ement: bas been made for a conference
complisbed, and I amn very mucli afraid to lie held at the close of the session lie-
that the samne resuit wii follow this re- tween the représentatives of these men and
solution whicb the First Minister lias asked the Miçister of Ra-iiways. My sympathies
to lie withdrawn. go ont entlreiy to the workingmen, after the

Mr. MONK. I regret very mucli that it statements that bave lieen made to-niglit.
Is Impossible for me to wltbdraw the arnend- I do nQt say that it wouid lie wise to lay
ment. I think -that this le the riglit time down a universal rule. The resolution does
to take the sense of the House upon thîs. not confine itself to the trackmen, but goes-
Important question. I quite agrée witb furtlier and says that ail other lahourers
the hon. member for Cumberland (Mr. Lo-! shail receive not less' thon $1.50 a day.
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