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S RUNNING FASTER

all of Railway Centre Only a Matter of Hours if French So
Elect---Enemy Retirement Far More Speedy Since

Fall of Chaulnes and a Halt on the Oise is

Not Now Expec;ted.

With the French Armies in France, |
‘Aug. 28.—The German retreat north
of the Avre FE.lver has heen far more
speedy since the fall of Chauines than
previously. Vigorously pursued by
French troops and haraseed by their

| own mustard gas shells, which they
“left behind and which ure being fired
“from German guns by French gun-

_pers, the enemy §s making haste to
‘tross the River Somme in the region

_ | lof Nesle and the Canal du Nord.
“" Gen. Debeney’s men without great

“¢pposition advanced four and a half
iles during the night, and this morn-
their cavalry was upon Nesle,
‘¢lose on the heels of the retiring enemy.
The .pursuit toward the Canal du
Nord slackened this morning when the
enemy’s artillery of. all eallbres main-
tained a heavy fre from strong posi-
tlons west ‘of the caral.

After Chaulnes fell, Gommiecourt, to
the morth, and Septfours were taken
by the Frenh, +while Ilater Cressy,
Balatre, Champien and Roignlis, be-
tween Nesle antd Roye, were captured,
and more than a score of other villages
oveupied.

Picture of Desolation.

The ' battlefleld the Germans have
abandoned presents a picture of de-
vastation. and desolation that has not
been'surpassed during the war., Roye
and the villages round about have

‘‘besn quite as thoroly demolished as

Mantdidier and Moreuil. Even ceme-
terjes have been blown up, tombstones
smiished ‘and graves opened. The
naMes of towns in this region no
longer have any other significance
than as a reminiscence and a geo-
graphical designation. They have

d to exist as towns. Their sites
are hardly recognizable, for the in-
tense shelling has not only obliterated

FRENCH OFFICIAL

ARIS, Aug. 28—in a swift advance

today, covering more than six miles
at certain points, the French troops
south of the Somme recaptured forty
villages, the war office announces to-
night, '

The left bank of the Somme has been
reachéd between Cizancourt and Nesle,
as well as the west bank of the Canal
du Nord, between Nesie and Noyon, over
the greater part of its course, ;

American troops in the régien of Ju-
vigny repulsed ‘Wumerous German coun-
ter-attacks and broke up an enemy at.
tempt to cress the Vesle south of Ba-
zoches, : :

The statement says: ‘““The enemy, un-
der our vigorous thrust, retreatéd pre-
cipitately ‘on a «front of about thirty
kilometres. We have gained the heights
on the left bank of the Somme from
Cizancourt to the region of Nesle,

“Furthoy south we reached the west
bank of the Canal du Nord on the great.
er part of its course between Nesie and
Noyon.

“North of the Olse we occupied Suzoy,
Pont-L'Eveque, Vauchelles and Porquer-
lcourt,

“Our advance today exceeded ten kilo-
metres at certain points, Since morning
about forty villages have been retaken,
We captured three trains loaded with
war material and took prisoners,

“"Between the Olse and Alsne there
were spirited engagements, In the reglon
of Juvigny the Americans vallantly re-
puised several enemy counter-gattacks, A

powerful German. attempt to. cross the
Vesle south of Bazoches and Flsmette
likewise was arrested by American
units,” .

streets and defaced boundary lines, but
has rendered the topography unrecog-
nizable, in many places.’

. The ruins abandoned by the Ger-
mans previously were carefully fllled
with mustard gas. Fot .this reason

P

Roye is still inaccessible for occupa-
tion. :

The Germans were not able to use
all the gas projectiles they brought to
the present front, and large dumps of
them fell into French hands, They

{ are now being fired at the enemy from

some hundreds of German guns the
French' first army has taken since
Aug. 8.

The French third army also at-
‘tacked. this morning and occupied
Dives and pyshing eastward to Vau-
chelles, less than half 4‘ mile from
Noyon, the fall’of which appears to
be only a question.of hours if the

' reneN sy elect.

With the French in posséssion o
Noyyn  the Germans will have only
thelr pcritions to the mnertheas:, in
tho hi;ls along the Oise and jin <the
nerthwesi, ondhe bank of the Canal
du Nord, to protect their ytreat to
the fores. of St. Gobain and the Hin-
dznburg line.

/ Not to Halt on Oise.

1t i# not considered possible that
the German retreat will halt on‘the
Oise. 80 close are the French press-
iag “Le enemy, French- patrols reach-
ed the region of Bethancourt this
aflerneon:

The crossing of the canal and the
River Somme in that region by the
French troops would create the grav-
es* menace ¢o0 the safety of the ene-
ny's, troops and material still south
of the river. This prospect explaias
the sacrifice of an immense quantity
of material in the region tretween
Roye and the canal in order to ac-
ceicrate the retrograde movement,
which In some places has been g0
rdpid that contact between the French
advanced guards and t¢he enemy's
machine gun sections proteciing ‘he
German’'rear has almost been broke..

GERMAN FRONT IS SMASHED
TROOPS CAUGHT IN A TRAP

Armies Facing Allied Forces, From Arras to Soissons, Every-
where Are in Dire Peril and Are Offering Desperate Re-

avy Imminent
ents.

pend on'}
En 'v-

Washington, A
tments. on-the wes
ing the next 48’
mine the fate of

' 28. —~ Develop-
n battielront dur-
urs should deter-
he much-vaunted
‘in the opinion of
als here, With the
already material-
ly impaired by British ‘wedge
driven around its left flank and even
more ‘elling blows ‘threatened by the
steady advance of the French thru
Nesle toward the Somme and by the
British east of Arras, observers here
believed M sciéme  of defense
populsrly heid 18 Germany to be the
fair way to become untenable before
the main Teuton Zorces have  been
d.rivon back ‘o it.

The impression prevailing in mili-
tary circles here is that General Foch's
tactics have forced upon the enemy the
necessity of making an effort along
the present front to stay the allied ad-
vance, without the option of with-
drawing ‘‘ummoticed” to a previously
selected line. For more than six weeks,
they point out, the main German
armies have been under ceaselgss
pressure which,. during the last ten
days, has been s0 great as to neces-
sitate a practically unchecked retreat
on a sixty-mile front.

Hard to Stop Allies.

This withdrawal on the part of the
Germans, while not predipitate, has
been swift enough to bring their main
concentrations within the zone of
allied artillery fire, with a consequent
effect on the morale of the ensmy’s
men, and on his every attempt to or-
ganize an effective resistance. The
longer the tactics of the .past week
are kept up, army officers declare, the
more difficult. will be the attempts of
the German general staff to stop them,

In view of these facts the prevailing
opinion here is that German resis-
tance will stiffen within the next few
hours and hard fought engagements

sistance in Attempt to Prevent Being Outflanked.

The Germans facing the allied forces
!rom Arras to Soissons everywhere are
in dire peril,

On almost every sector of the battle-
front the enemy line continues to
Crumble before tne allied attack, not-
Withstanding the violence, born  of

Speration, the' counter-pffensive
tactics, 4

Near Arras the old Hindenburg line
I8 well outflanked: from the Scarpe
;" the Somme the hostile line gradual-
¥ I8 falling back, while from the south
of the Somme to Soissons the enemy
f’:nt(‘has l'terally heen e¢mashed, and

Ferman hosts apparently are
gusht in two distinct traps, escape
om which without heavy losses in
?ﬂ\ made prisoner and guns and ma-

¢rial - captured Gseems almost im-
Possible of achievement,

5 Scores of additional towns have been

&ptured by the FKrench, Br'tish and
American troops, the Americans hav-
o entered the fray with the French
étthwest of Soissons, while the old

erman salient in the allied lines now
t!:: been flattened out und the allies

mselves have dug deeply into the
enemy's terrain,

The first trap in which the enemy

of

finds himself is the triangle formed
by the sharp curve of the Somine
River with Peronne its apex, and
wi‘h Curlu, on he Somme, and Fres-
nes, respectively, its northern and
soutern bases. This triangic is «
iittic more .han three miles d2e)y anu
six 1:iles wile, and in it the T:rmans
are fighting with their backs ‘oward
the Somme on both <he north and
the east.

Desperate resistance is Dbeing o'~
fered by the enemy in order that his
men may have time to reach a haven
of safety, across the stream, but the
British are hard after “‘heir quarry,
and, with the French a little to the
south almost up to the river to aid
them by an ou‘flanking movement, it
would seem that ¢he odds are heavily
against the Germans.

It was  the French troops who
sprang the other trap. With the fall
of Chaulnes the French forces rout-
ed the enemy over a front of 19 miles
and penetra‘ed the region to a depth
of nearly seven miles. From the
north of Chaulnes to Nesle the pene-
tration of the French reached the
heights on <‘he left bank of the

Somme; southward the advance left

the French along the Canal du Nord
at various points between Nesle and
the outskirts of Noyon. South and
southeas: of Noyon gains also were
made, and Noyon and the entire re-
gion between Nesle and Soissons now
are in a great pocket and with the
French pincers working hard to close
up on it.

The Americans are fighting with
the - French northeast of Soissons in
the operation which has In view the
blotting out of the Noyon sector, and
the outflanking of the Aisne and the
old Chemin des Dames positions.
Offieial reports have the Americans
and French fighting violently with
the enemy around Juvigny and
Chavigny, where they have ' gained
some ground. The Americans have
successfully sustained several heavy
enemy counter-attacks in this region.

The Americans and the Germans
are also engaged in Dbitter Dbattles
around Baszoches and Fismette on the
Vesle, the Germans endeavoring to
ford the Vesle south of Bazoches, but
they were held by the Ameéricars.
Likewise an enemy assault against
Fismette was stopped. "

will ensue, upon the results of which
will rest momentous possibilities.

Prisoners taken by the allied armies
since July 1, General March, chief of
staff, said today, total more than
112,000 while 1300 guns of heavy cali-
bre—fleld pieces and larger—were
captured in the same period.
It was understood that Gen-
eral March's figures included only
prisoners passing rhru detention camps
up to the beg.nning of the present
week. Captures reportsd hy the Brit-
ish and French since then have aver-
aged more than 2000 a day, which
would bring the total to date more
than 130,000, "~

TODAY’S JOKE.

Berlin, via London, Aug. 28.—~The
German official .communication issued
this evening claims the repulse of afl
allled attacks on various sectors of
the fighting front. The communication
follows:

“Southeast of Arras renewed enemy
attempts to break thru failed.

“North of Bapaume and north of the
Somme English attacks broke down
with heavy losses.

“Between the Somme and the Oise
there have been forefleld engagements
before our new positions.

“French attacks north of thé Aisne
were sanguinarily repulsed.”

PREPARE FOR A RAINY DAY,

The rain yesterday catfie down in
torrents just at a time when the
streets were crowded with Exhibition
visitors. Were you prepared for the
downpour? It may rain again today.
This is an advertisement of the W.
and D. Dineen Co., Ltd., 140 Yonhge
street, who announce the timely ar-
brival of a shipment of men's tweed
raincoats in a variety of patterns—
some belted in military style, others
plain slip-on, useful as an early fall
overcoat. All sizes. Special price
$11.26. Also a full line of trench
coats in gabardine and cravenette at
$25.00 to $85.00. Umbrellas as well

With ' the Cln&dﬁn Army- in ' the

. The Canadian force is fighting on
2 wide front north and south of the
Secarpe  River, approximately {roin
Gavrelle to  Croigilles, but in this
Atndeértaking it is co-operating with the
British ’ division. This ‘division - has
deservedly, attained pre-eminence m

the Scarpe River. Today it captured
Gavrelle, and advanced generally.
This afternoon Canadian troops hold
the line south of the Scarpe, lin-
mediate west of Pelves, thence south-
cast, passing between  Jigsaw Wood
and Sart Wood, then in a generally

bulwasly ofie: western. fron: is in d|voutheasterly direvilon to well east)

of Cerisy and Fountaine-lez-Croisilles.
From here the  line. i8 eodntinued by
other Scottish. troops’to the western
outskirts of Croisilles.
Jigsaw Wood is a
hard nut to erack,
situated in high and

- being
difficult

o o

Catch Germans Massing for a Counter-Attack From Jlgsaw
Wood and Wither Them With a Hurricane of Fire---
Make a General Advance and Storm Sart Wood.

Field, Aug. 27, via London, Aug, 28—

the role of the British .army nerth of

very ..

ground fled; with gun posts and
wire. One of our battallons suffered
a. temporary reverse before it, last
evening, 'being iforced to. fall back a
thousand yards, but recapturing most
of it-during the night.

By a lucky chance we here inflicted
véry heavy loss upon the ‘enemy. A
bombard: t by -our heavy guns, as-
sisted- by bombing ‘planes, upon the
wood had been planned for 7 o'clock,
the very hour selected by the enemy
for ‘a massed counter-attack. For
this purpose the '85th German division :
had been ‘Browght up hurriedly BY
train and motor lorry. The hurricine
of fire broke upon their massed for-
mation just as they debouched on the
wood. Prior to this the troops here
engaged had accounted for every unit
of the ‘214th enemy. on, save for
ai battalion. Nevert 5, later
in the evening, his troops n in
waves from both the Jigsaw’ ‘Sart
woods, only to.b down beforé sur
indomitable i ry,, supported on
either flank by the withering fire of
our machine gunners. !

This morning we . stormed’ Sart

an advance along the Cambrai
and leading to the _ capture
Vis-en-Artois. In the meantime the
Highlanders further south ' stormed
Fontaine-lez-Croisilles. It is prob-
able the enemy will make strong
counterattacks- against our  céntre/
along the Cambrai-Amiens 'road.
There 'is reason to belleve that he
has been ordered to hold the line, .
Brocourt-Boiry-INotre Dame-Queant,

read

no man’s land of 1917, a very daiffi-
,,w;-glw. “pitted  with shell holes,
scored by the old trench system and
strewn with rusted wire.

,Too much praise cannot be given gur
ertillery, supported * by the British
heavy batteries. 'To quote the words
of 'an artillery officer, “We are giving
him a hell of a sgtrafing” . . & =
“LONE lnes’ of Drisoners were coming
in-all day. “What can we do?’ waiid a
liun otficer. “Our artillsry gives 'us
10 #u t and we waste our time
sending up 8.0.8. signals.” o

The battle is progressing according
to program. T's uste the pet phrase of
the Gérman general stoff four months

4

wood and advanced on Boiry-Notre-

Dame. _Further south other ’trooﬂs

280, “We have advayced several thou-
sand yards since. yesterday morning.”

MAN

- With the British Army .in France,
Aug. 28.—On both sides of the Scarpe
River hard -fighting continued today,
the British launching - fresh attacks
and wresting from the desperately re-
sisting enemy additioaal valuable
stretches of ground, many more ad-
vantageous positions ard numerous
towns, including Croisilles.

In the centre of the wide battlefront
on which three British armies—the
first, third and fourth—are operating
there seems to be a slight pauee.
South of the Somme, Fay and
Ablaincourt were taken by the British
without much difficulty, for the Ger-
mens, being hard pressed sputh ' of
these: points by the French, K were
therefore ready to g0 with slight per-
suasion,

Since early this morning storm. after
storm has been sweepirg aeross this
section of France, but despite the un-
fauvorable weather the. forces in the
north have driven deep into the hur-
riedly arranged enemy defences,
smothering with their fire hordes of
Germans.

These Germans had heen thrown
into the fighting in this section in an
effort to keep the Britich from pene-
trating the famous Queant-Drocourt
switch line, which formed the north-
‘ern continuation of the old Minden-
burg line after the RBritish last year
teat the Germans back from Arras.
This line has been approached in sev-
cral places and has been reached in at
least one place in the neighborhood of
the Sensee River.

Far Reaching Effects.

The success of this drive here, and
the breaking ‘thru of the old German
defense system may have-far reach-

{ ADDIT
WRESI

IONAL TO
0

ENEMY

BRITISH OFFICIAL .

ONDON, Aug. 28.—The Australlans
L have reached the line of Fresnes-

Herbcourt, according to Fleld Mar-
shal Haig’s report from British head-
quarters tonight, but have met with
much opposition In their efforts to reach
the crossings of the Somme River at
Brie and Peronne. The statement says:

“South of the Somme the Australians,
pressing the enemy vigorously, have
reached the general lines of Fresnes-
Herbcourt. The enemy Is offering stuu-
born resistance In fpont of the passages
of the river at Brie and Peronne.

“On the north bank of the Somme our
troops captured Curiu and Hardecourt
after hard fighting, and are advancing In
the direction of Maurepas.

uBetween Bapaume and the Scarpe our
attacks have been continued today and
progress has been made at all points.
The Village of Croisilies, where the
enemy maintained obstinate resistance,
was gradually outflanked by London
troops, and Is now In our hands. Eng-
Itsh troops fought their way forwards
towards Vraucourt and southeast of Fon.
taine-lez-Croisilies,

“After severe fighting, lasting thruout
the day, the Canadians have successfully
driven the enemy from several stropgly
defended localities and important trench
systems, and have captured the Village
of Bolry-Notre Dame and Pelves. A
number of prisoners were taken in the
course of these operations.

wwWe advanced our line during the day
north of Locon (Ypres sector).”

ing effects, both in the north and the
south.

South of the Scarpe, the Canadians
findlly captured all of Pelves after
brisk street fighting, and pushing east-
ward their advanced patrols entered
Remy and. Haucourt. The British are

body of the Germans hag retired from
Hendecourt eastward.

Extremely heavy fAghting s in
progress from a point south.of fens
southward across the Scarpe River
to the Arras-Cambrai road, but the
British are making progress evéry-
where, heating down the German re-
gistance with steady blows

At least two new German divisions
have just been identified in this fignt-
ing, and more may appear ere long.
But while they are opposing the allics,
and in most cases are battling hard,
thére have been some instances in
which the enemy troops have shown'
themselves to be. excessively nervous,
which is as it should be, considering
the 'pounding they have had and are
still getting from the British cannon,
and the defeats they have suffered at
the hands of the advancing infantry,

Some Refuse to Fight,

A large Boche force was brought
up to counter-attack the British posi-
tions east of Monchy. Some of the
companies at the last moment, aec-
cording to prisoners’ statements, re-
fused to participate, and the rest
went on without them, the British
withdrawing 400 yards.

Later, “he British re-attacked, pay-
ing particular attention to the flanks,
and drove the Germans out. Then a
second time the enemy troops were
called upon to counter-a‘tack. This
time, it is reported, the whole tody
refused, and only a few patrols were
seen by the British,

All sorts of troops have been hurl-
ed into battle, south of the Scarpes
a2s weli as north of that niver, but
wany formations have been finished
oft almost as soon as they appeared,

well east of Fontaine, and the main

Thne ground over whichithe advance

charged Cerisy, opening the way for'
of

at all costs. Much of our line {s in

Pelves Carried by Canadians-~Remy and Haucourt Are
Entered---Whole Front. From Near Lens to Cambrai
Road Involved in Advance---Croisilles Taken,
Permitting Move Forward in Centre.




