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New and startlinrr, to the majorify of oven prot'ossing' clu'istiniis, as many ol'tiic

ijreat truths may ho whicli it in proposed to demonstrate troni tlie Rihle, they,

nevertholes.s, are ' written, ns with a sunlioaui,' on tlic papfcs of that blessed book,

wliich was ' j,nven l)y inspiration of God.' Aid however visionary and fabulous

thoy may he considered l)y ' the wisdom of tiie world,' they will as surely be

realised, and made 'manifest in all the earth,' and that, too, tiio writer believes, at

110 very distant day, as it is certain that 'the mouiii of the Lord hath spoken'

their.

i' cr so".h as earnestly desire to ' prove all things,' which constitute tlieir religious

/(lUl: or "the substance of things hoped for,' by a close and diligent examination

o' the Word ot 'I'lju - •c.ijiecially the Scriptures of ilio f)ld Testament, whicli were

the only inspired writings out of wliicli Jesus and his Apostles 'reasoned' and

' taugnt the neopie,' or ipi'calod to for proof of the truth of what they preached :

foi such as are willing 'I it llxir^nWt be ' built MinSn the Prophets,' as well as

'upon ;ho Ai'ostics,' and are ready and sincerely dc'^ji'ous—like the noble Bereans

of Paul's day, whc, ' aearciird the Scriptures daUij, wiiethor those things were so,'

—

to be ' tauglr. of God,' tiiruunji his iioly Prophets and Apostles ; and to believe

neither more nor less than ^v^l<1t a careful study and comparison of these convince

them of: t()r sucii as irive no respect for the doctrines and traditions of men, the

following Jiagcs are especially intended. Lot the reader always bear in mind the

following truths: 'ffhalcur is not ojfaith is sin :' and ' taith comctli by hearing,

or understanding : and ' Iicaring by the Word of God.' Hence, in the absence of

inspired t< diers, any item of a man's religious bciief, which has not come by

hearing and believing the Word of God, contained in the Scriptures of the Old

and New Testaments, is sin.

The reader will please also remember what Peter says respecting the ^ sure

word of propitcnj.'' 2 Peter i: 19, '2L 'Wo have also a more sure ^^'ord of

prophecy ; whercunto ye do well to take heed, as unto a light that shincth in a

dark place. Knowing this iirst,th:ii no prophecy of the Scripture ir, oJ any private

Interprdution. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man : but

holy men of God spake asHhey wcrC' moved by the Holy Spirit.'

Surely nothing can be plainer than Peter's meaning: 'take heed to the sure

prophetic word, as unto a lif^ht that shincth in a dark place, but beware ofprivately

interjireting, of spiritualizimr. of understanding it otherwise, than in its plainest

and most obvious merailng, con^paring scripture with scripture.

•Tiie Kivcdom of Christ avij of Gon' is the sublime theme of all the

prophets. Without a iaiowledgc and correct a])prcIien.?ion of (7,— its locality, king,

rulers, subjects, (5cc.—a groat portion of the scriptures cannot be understood or

hncoine 'profitable:' and 'the sure word of prophecy,' instead of picturing to tlie

eye of faith the glorious future it reveals, and enabling the diligent student to

'f^alisp and anticipate ihe awful, wonderful, and am-i7ing events, of which this

jg0,0t^taii^tfM^iS^^r''


