
f«fficienc7 to promote the general good ;
of

vrliicli every member of the Legiilalure will

1)« the indep«ndant watohman and the unbri-

bed judge. It is thua tliatrasponaibia govern,

iiient v^ill havp a fair field of Buoceiarul expe-

riment in a British colony ; that the preroga*

Mvo of tiiu Crown will be unfringed by stipu-

lating demand or factious combination, whilat

,ta exercise will be constitutionally ehecked

^.n<i efficiently influenced on every aide ;
that

ihe precipices and gulfs to the brink of which

•)arty rashness and party cupidity have

Ijrought the country, will be escaped, and the

ourrent affairs will be restored to n safe and

•-or, stitulienal channel ; that on open career

•vill be nfforded to every public man, to reco-

•/er from any errors of the past, into whicli he

nay have fallen ; and advance nccordir.^ to

'ii^ merits in the legitimate judgement of his

ihIIow subjects; that the institution and syn-

tem of education, from the provincial uriivere

iity down to the elementary schools, will be

'xtended to all classes without distinction

iiid upon equal terms ; that the foundation

vill be laid—as far as it can be laid by human
ptForta—on which to erect the structure of

;)ublic prosperity and happinoi!s, to remove

the withering curse of political party associa-

tions secret and open, and, by healing the

vounds which divisions and collisions have

nflicted upon the country, to restore its health

revive its energies, husband its resources of

uilellect and wealth, and elevate its charac-

ter.

1 believe there is a plain path of duty be-

fore the members of the legislature and tho

people at large ; and 1 submit to every can-

..iid man in Western Canada, whether the ro-

jiiedy which I have taken the libfrty to pro-

pose, and tho line of duty I have attcmpt-

id to mark out, is not preferable to the To-

Tontc* Aiisociation remedy and war-cry ofhos-

tilitiffs against the imperial and local govern-

nients and party collinions and proscriptions,

unoiigbt their fellow subjects throughout tho

lengil) and breadth of the land .'

i have written these papers, and I propose

'.he que.stion just stated, with all itsunmoasu-

rabie weight of magnitude and importance, as

1 man v.'h'o lias no temporal interest whatever

'.xnept in common with that of his native

•jountry—tho field o,f his life's labours—the

vat of his best affections—the home of his

•larthly hopes ;—up to the present hour I have

never received one farthing of its ravenuo. I

''mow something of the kinds and extent of

the sacrifices which are involved in my thua

•Miming before the public. If others have rc-

aigned'oifice, 1 have declined it, and under

nrcumstances very far less propitious than

r.ho.se under which the late Councillors stepped

lut. iJut duty in regard to fundamental prin-

liples, has nothing to do with the calculations

13 to personal profit or loss. I have no inter-

^m in tko appointment of any one man o.- sot

of men to otiice, or in the exclusion of any

)ther man or set of racn fi nn otHce. I know

of but on« chief end of civil government, the

public good ; and I hare one rule of judging

the acts and seni'mehte of all public men—
their tendency to promote tho public good.—

And my reply to the advocate of King's Col-

lege Council , on the University queslion,evin-

ces my rpc'iness to oppose Mr Draper as well

as Mr. Baldwin, when anything said or done

by him is, in my judgement, ntler diligent re-

search and serious reflection, dangerous to the

public welfare, or inconsistent with the con-

stitutional rights of any branch of the govern-

ment, or portion of the community.

1 am as independent of Messrs. Vigor, Dra-

per and Dalev, as I au» of Messrs. Baldwin,

Sullivan and'Hincks ; and I would apply the

same rule of judgment to the sentiments and

acts of the former, as to those of the latter.—

Nay,l might appeal to more than one inslonco

in which the authority imd patronage of Go-

vernors did not prevent me from defending

tho constitutional rights of my fellow-subjects

and native country ; nor would it on this oc-

casion, had 1 become convinced ll>!»t the Go-

vernor was the invader instead of lli» defend-

er of constitutional rightv. The independent

and impartial judgment which I myself en

deavour to exercise, I desire to see exercised

by every man in Canada. 1 believe it jom-

portB best with constitutional safely, with ci-

vil liberty, with public duty, with national

greatness.
*

With the jwUtics of parly—involving the

confederacy, the enslavement, the selfisluies!)

the exclusion, the trickery, the antipathies,

Ihu criminations of party— no good man

ought to be indentified. 1 believe ht cannot

belio long and be a man of Ood. Thus to

article and resign himself, will soon eat up

the spirit, if not sap the principle.s of his holy

Christianity. Upper Canada ci>nlains the

warnintT monarnentn of many such moral

Bhipwrecks. May they not be mnlti|)lied.

With tho politics of liovernment— involving

its objects, its principles, its balanced pov.ers

its operations—even against the encroach-

ments of any party—every liritish «ubject

Has much to do. Civil Government, as St.

Paul says, ' is an ordinance of God."

Every Christian-every Christian minister

—has something to do with every ordinance

of God." He is not to see it abused, or tram-

pled under foot, or perverted for parly or sec-

tional purposes ; but he ifi to eeek its applica-

tion, to tho benefieient ends for which it was

desi<'nod by our common Creator and Gover-

nor.° Such have been l!ie ends for wliicli the

people of Catiada have loner sonj;lit its appli-

cation, such havo bei'n tho ends soufxhtby the

Governor General. Jly all therefoie, that is

sacred and imporlant iii these end-i, 1 believe

" It is tho duty and interest of tho People of

Canada to maintain thoao views which they

have always proles.scd, and wliich SirCliarlos

Metcalfe has mogt explicitly nnd fully

avowed."


