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Cod lias proinisi'd by Ilimsolf, and of which all Ilia propliets have

propliot^ied. It will not bi« St), irtolliin, whoso tvir is cvr'r open

" to hear Ilisfaillifiil |)oop!o whit:h c^ll iipmi hiiii," wo offer tin;

prayers of our hearts

—

iIh^ prayers, as it wore, of one iinitod heart

—for Hi.s favour upon tiw work «» liavciii hand, that it may pros-

per as the fountain of blessln^-^, wVuh shall wot fail durin-; time,

and shall continuo tlirnu;;huu4<^l'Wt,v, tofiiirselves, our children,

and our childien's fhi'dren.

Beseechin;„S their^ this—be3(»(»c!iT:i;;» twa, % plenteous and perpo-

tutdrain of t!ie Divini' increase upon whaJever Ills iMinisters shall

deliver to Mis people ronfurmable to Mis word and will, we proceed

to remark, in connection with our subject, (hat all the "lowing'

anticijiations of Prophecy for the future imply that thepastwas full

of isiisery, and wo, and darkness. Peace lo come necessarily im-

plies previous warfare;—futuri> reconciliation, former soj oration

and estrangeujont ;—iho looking for rest, the existence hillierlo of

turmoil, distress, and inrpiietude ;—prospective fertilify, failure

and barrenness aforetime ;—the expectation of fieedoni presuppose;;

bondage and sluveiy ; and the promise of forgiveness includes an

offence given !—and such exactly was the case, it is now before us

to review ! For this is its history :—a history, vvc will here warn

youtoibearin mind, not resting on the mere sand of human

autl'iority for its truth ;, but whose trutli is the revealed Trulh of tin;

eternal and unchangeable Godhead ; whilst its sanction is the

whole scheme of Divine Providence from the birth of Creation

down lo the present hour, as it has been developed by «' the work-

ings of liis mighty power,"* both general and special, in nil ages,

and in all the events of all ages ;—alike in the times of Adam,

and Noah, and the Patriarchs ;—-in the times of the incarnate Im-

manuel;—and in our own times; equally in the " putting man a

livin-r soul into the irarden of Eden ;"t—>" 1''^ sacrifice " of tlie

only-begotten of the Father ;"+—and in the conversion of any

transn-ressor, blind and obstinate and "dead in trespasses and

* Ephes. i., 19 t Genesis ii., 7, lo.

I John i., 14.


