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the materials, and the skill of the workmen, render them the
best in the uorld.

Without foretelling its futui^ grandeur, I shall only observe,
the whole town is mi motioi^: the workshops resoiujd witii the
noise of the workmen ; ships constantly arrive from all parts of
the world

: indeed, the opulcuee of this rising state cannot better
be described than by comparing it with ancient Tyre, wliich ail

contcmpora»7 authors have repres<?nt( d as the queen of connnerc,
and the sovereign of the seas.

1 should have viewed with greater pleasure the prosperity of
this beautiful city, if my mind, yet lamenting the situation of
rrafice, had not b( >n obliged to draw the sad comparison.
The shattered conditijn of our ships, with which the sea was
formeily covered, bill which are now rotting in our ports ; the;

misery of our commercial <:ities, compared with the opulence-
of ll.is; every thing, in short, miKJe me ardently f!<. sire peace,
\\lnch alone ran rcylore wealth and prosperity to France.

In New York, as in most other provinces of the United
Slates, the laws are weak, and are often made the source ot
great abiise. 'J'iiis assertinn is couiirmed by the great number
of bankruptcies ^\hich occur eveiy day ; more from knavery
than the consefjuence of real misfortune. As commerce in-
creases, those laws will be rendered niore efficacious. The
^late of New York has aheady adapted some useful regnlationij,
and the goveriunent will stop ou'y at tliat pohit where too great
seventy would .'pp(w the pood of society and its true interests.

In a country whvrv popnhition consists of people who have
eiiiiiiraterl i,.,ui di(fcrent nations, different modes of religion
jniist be toh-ratcd; in the I'nitt d States all are equallv protected
by the uoxc ihim. !'•. F,;k!i ,s,rt ji:is a separate place of worship,
muhKliils fnll„»\'is assemble without dread of molestatioii.
Fjlly-iliree christian sects are reckoned in the United States.
>ew oius are daily Mprin;;ing uj), and it is impossible to sav
^\h^rr th(> numl)er will st<»p.

'nicgreat«r part of the inhabitants of New York profess the
retornied icligion. A Frenchnian cannot, without having beei)
a witne...*, lurm an idea of the decorum which reigns iirtheii
« Inurhv. To talk or hmuh in the«n \Mm\d be a want of respeci,
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l>iodMce.l the least disturbanc, becomes pmiishabie.
Among all rK»' sects (the .lews excepted) Sunday in particnlaib
d,.v..f.(l to the Mir.ces of reli-ion. On that dav all business i'.

snspeudt (I. jiiid ail public amnsiments forbidden". I'lverv person
only goes from home t<. ifie hf.use of pra\(r, three tiuit's a day,
except th.' I{nm;in catholi.s, who lia\e oiilv two Wiivccs. The
.-leTi.ydisls, t^u^Llsalists, audollurs, being fewer here Uian at


