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The character of the teaching done in our schools is determined.

whithr ,

"''"* ""' *'' ^'"^^^*^^ °^ '"^^ examinations iorwhich the pupils are preparing. It is. therefore, gratifying to observethe improvement m the papers set at the Entrance Examinatrn
especially in the English subjects.
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Hi.h"sTV^Tr^' '' °°^ *^^'"^ ''' P^°P^^ P^^^«' i° *he Public andHigh Schools at least, as the most important subject of study, and itIS evident that English Literature is no longer to be regarded merelyas a convenient subject upon which to base a series of questions inparsing, analysis, and derivation.
The o^iect of these Notes is to help the students of Literature in theFourth Class of our Public Schools toaclearer understanding L»d ahigher appreciation of the selections studied by them; and it isbelieved that the lines of investigation hero followed out wiU 1^
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The «.. of these Notes may be hurtful or beneficial, according asthe student depends upon them entirely, or merely rega;ds them Lasig.i-board pointing out the way in which he can inveftigate examine

avoirhr-??'""^' .'" *'^^^ ^^^P^^^^'^on, care has'beek tak't'avoid the introduction of any class of notes that might direct the
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"'^"'^''^'^^ ^'^^^^^^^ ^"^^"''^ ^^^ ^-^ ^1preferred to explanatory notes, except in cases where explanations really
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character, but more explanation was subse-
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''^"''* of some who thought the notesshould explain everything beyond the easy attainment of FourthClass pupils Wherever the meanings of words have been given they
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neitlt^ *T^^' " *^^ ^'' ^°"°*^*°' °^ *^^ ^«^°"« h« teaches, andneither notes nor suggestions of any kind can supply his place; butfew teachers have at hand such sources of information as will enabL
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