
MIND AND MOTION

[REDE LECTURE, 1885.]

The earliest writer who deserves to be called
a psychologist is Hobbes ; and if we consider the
time when he wrote, we cannot fail to be surprised
at what I may term his prevision of the most im-
portant results which have now been established
by science. He was the first clearly to sound the
note which has ever since constituted the bass, or
fundamental tone, of scientific thought. Let us
listen to it through the clear instrumentality of his
own language :

—

* All the qualities called sensible are, in the object which
causeth them, but so many motions of the matter by which
it presseth on our organs diversely. Neither in us that are
pressed are they anything else but divers motions; for
motion produceth nothing but motion. ... The cause of
sense is the external body or object, which presseth the
organ proper to each sense, either immediately, as in taste
and touch, or mediately, as in hearing, seeing, and smelling

;

which pressure, by the mediation of the nerves, and other
Strings and membranes of the body, continued inwards to


