
priviiti' |Kn'ki'i. Miiri'iwr, in iliiiiinl'-liiii^'. as ii tmisl.

ihv ari-a ol' i»tssil)k' actinn liy |ni\atL' iiiitialivi', as iinli-

lalnl al»>vi'. il ti'iuls tu ili'slmy inivalf initiative ami ti>

linKliiii' a slitc of till' |.iililic iiiinil mi wliii-li tin- ouninti-

iiity is ri'Karileil as a iiniviT-al iimviikr. Tliis state "f

mind is up Ui a certain pnint inevitaMe in (•tintrie'. where

llie aeeiinuilatiiin t»f private capital jimeeeils sinwly. and
when; enterprises thai seem indispensahle tn iininieipal

pni)4:re-v are nndertaken liy enmpiilsury aetinn. liecailse

private initiative does not exist on an adeipiate scale; lutt

it is a danj;eroiis state of mind t" cultivate. It tends

alni'ist inevitalily toward petty political chicanery, and to

tile wholesale purchase of constituencies liy the party in

power. It is not realized that every draft upon the piililic

purse is sooner or later a draft upon the private piir»c of

the citizens. There are iiiiincrotis instances of nuinicipal-

ities lieiii^; urt;ed hy eiitliiisiasts into iiiidertakiii),'s which

have lieen liurdeiis to them, even althotii,di some heiiefits

may have accrued. There are. for ex:iiii|'le. the case of

(inciiinati ;iiid the Soiithern K.ailway, lialtiiiiore and the

Western Maryland, tlic small City of Whcelinf,' and its

railway hoiids. and I'hil.-idelphia and its ^as works. It

was assnmci^ that the enterprises were necessary. Pri-

vate enterprise was at the time too fiehle. and under pres-

sure of enthusiasts the puhlic found itself impcllcil to

enter upon them. .So also institutions which in well-

estahlished c. ininuinities are supported hy priva''- endow-
ment or suliscriptioii—as hospitals, r.fnges and the like

—are in less well-estahlished communities wholly or par-

tially jirovided out r.f the tax revenue. There is a wide-

spread illusion tli.il the quickest and easiest. tliDURh in

the lonn run it is the most expensive way, to have any
improvement effected, is for the

i
uhlic authority to do it.

This course appears to cost mihody anything.

The iirncticc of drauincf on the puhlic authority for

tiioncy and services, prohahly in the hcfjinninf; necessary,
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